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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


PREAMBLE. 


WHEREAS, A struggle is going on in all 
the nations of the civilized world, between 
the oppressors and the oppressed of all coun- 
tries, a struggle between the Capitalist and the 
Laborer, which grows in intensity from year 
to year, and will work disastrous results to 
the toiling millions if they are not combined 
for mutual protection and benefit; 

It therefore behooves the sepepreneatices of 
the Trades and Labor Unions of America, in 
Convention assembled, to adopt such measures 
and disseminate such principles among the 
mechanics and laborers of our country as will 
permanently unite them to secure the Peer 
nition of the rights to which they are justly 
entitled. 

We therefore declare euageines in favor of 
the formation of a thorou Federation, em- 
bracing every Trade and Tose Organization 
in America, organized under the trade union 
system. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ArTICLE I.—NAME. 


This association shall_ be known as “The 
American Federation of Labor,’ and shall con- 
sist of such Trade and Labor Unions as shall 
conform to its rules and regulations. 


ArticLe II.—Osyjects. 


Section 1. The objects of this Federation 
shall be the encouragement and formation of 
Local Trade and Labor Unions, ahd the closer 
federation of such societies through the or- 
ganization of — Trade and Labor Unions 
in every city, and the further combination of 
such bodies into State, Territorial or Pro- 
vincial organizations, to secure legislation in 
the interest of the working masses. | 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National and 
International Trade Unions, based upon a 
strict recognition of the autonomy of each 
trade, and the promotion and advancement of 
such bodies. 

Sec. 3. An American Federation of all 
National and International Trade Unions, to 
aid and assist each other; and, furthermore, to 
secure National Legislation in the interest of 
the working people, and influence public opin- 
ion, by peaceful and legal methods, in favor 
of Organized Labor. 

c. 4. To aid and encourage the labor 
press of America. 


Articié III.—Convention. 


_ Section 1. The Convention of the Federa- 
tion shall meet annually at 1o A. M., on the 
second Monday in December, at such place as 


the delegates have selected at the preceding 
convention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the Convention 
the President shall take the chair and call the 
Convention to order, and preside during its 
sessions. 

Sec. 3. The following committees, consist- 
ing of five members each, shall be appointed 
by the President: rst, Credentials; 2d, Rules 
and Order of Business; 3d, Report of Presi- 
dent; 4th, Report of Secretary; 5th, Resolu- 
tions; 6th,-Laws; 7th, Organization; 8th, La- 
bels and Boycotts; gth, Grievances; roth, Lo- 
cal or Federated bodies. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council ‘shall direct 
the Presidents or Chief Executive Officers of 
three National or International Unions at least 
ten days previous to the holding ot the An- 
nual Convention to appoint one delegate each 
from their respective delegations elect who 
shall compose an auditing committee, and this 
committee shall meet at the place for holding 
the convention three days prior to the con- 
vention, and they shall audit the accounts of 
the Federation for the preceeding twelve 
months. The expenses of said committee shall 
be paid out of the funds of the Federation. 


ArTICLE IV.—REPRESENTATION. 


Section 1. The basis of representation in 
the Convention shall be: From National or 
International Unions, for less than four thous- 
and members, one delegate; four thousand or 
more, two delegates; eight thousand or more, 
three delegates; sixteen~thousand or more, 
four delegates; thirty-two thousand or more, 


‘five mre nog Nome so on; and from each Local 


or District Trade organization or federated 
body, not connected with, or having a Na- 
tional or International head, affiliated with 
this Federation, one delegate. The delegates 
shall be elected at least two weeks previous to 
the Annual Convention of the A. F. of L., 
and the names of such delegates shall be for- 
warded to the Secretary of this body immedi- 
ately after their election. 

Sec. 2. uestions may be decided by divi- 
sion or a show of hands, but if a call of the 
roll is demanded by one- tenth of the delegates 
present, each delegate shall cast one vote for 
every one hundred members, or major frac- 
tion thereof, he represents; but no City or 
State Federation shall be allowed more than 
‘ e vote. The Secretary shall prepare for use 

the Convention printed poll lists, contain- 
ie the number of votes the delegates from 
National and International Unions are en- 
titled to, based upon the last reports made to 
the office of the Federation. 

Sec. 3. No organization which has seceded 
or has been suspended or expelled from any 
National or International organization con- 
nected with the Federation, shall be allowed a 
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representation or recognition in this Federa- 
tion. 

Sec. 4. No organization shall be entitled 
to representation unless such organization has 
applied for and obtained a certificate of af- 
filiation at least one month prior to the Con- 
vention, from the President of the Federation. 


Sec. 5. No Central Labor Union or City 
or State Federation of Labor or any other 
central body of delegates shall admit to their 
councils Seloigenes from any local organization 
that owes its allegiance to any other body, 
National or International, not connected with 
this Federation, or hostile to any affiliated or- 
ganization or that has been suspended or ex- 
pelled by a National or International or- 
cn nage | their trade, under penalty of 
eing denied representation in general con- 
ventions of this Federation. It is the duty of 
local unions of the American Federation of 
Labor to organize Central Labor Organizations 
in the localities where none exist, or to join 
those already existing, to secure the affiliation 
of the same with the American Federation of 
Labor, that there may be unity of action for 
the purpose of advancing the interests of each 
other and establishing the principles of this 
Federation. 

Sec. 6. When a Local, National or Inter- 
national Trade Union shall send to a conven- 
tion a delegate who is not a bona-fide crafts- 
man of the trade he represents on the face of 
his credential, said Union shall also send a 
statement to that effect to the convention 
stating the fact and giving reasons therefor. 


ArTICLE V.—OFFICERS. 


Section 1. The Officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, two Vice Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to 
elected by the Convention, who shall constitute 
an Executive Council. 

Sec. 2. Should a vacancy in the office of 
President occur between the annual meetings 
of the Federation, such vacancy shall be filled 
by election by the Executive Council; such 

rson so elected to be a member of said 
¢xecutive Council. 

Sec. 3. The President and Secretary shall 
be members of the succeeding Convention in 
case they are not delegates, but without vote. 

Sec. 4. All elective officers shall be mem- 
bers of a local organization connected with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. The terms of the officers of the 
Amerjcan Federation of Labor shall expire on 


the first day of January succeeding the con- , 


vention. 


ArticLe VI.—Duti£rs oF OFFICERS. 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the 
President to preside at all general Conven- 
tions; to take general supervision of the Fed- 
eration throughout its jurisdiction; to publish 
a quarterly circular on February 28th, ae 
31st, August 21st, and November 30th, of eac 
year; to sign all official documents; to travel, 
with the consent of thé Executive Council, 
whenever required, in the interests of the Fed- 
eration; to submit to the Secretary, at the end 
of each month, an itemized account of all mon- 
eys, traveling and incidental, expended by 
him in the interest of the Federation; and at 
the end of his term of office he shall report 
his acts and doings to the annual Convention 
of the Federation. The President, if not a 
delegate, shall have the casting vote in case 
of a tie, but shall not vote at other times. 
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He shall be required to devote all his time to 
the interests of the Federation. He shall call 
meetings of the Executive Council, when 
necessary, and shall preside over all their de- 
liberations, and he shall receive for his ser- 
vices such sum as the annual conventions may 
determine, payable weekly. 


Sec. 2. In case of a vacancy in the office 
of President by death, resignation or other 
cause, the Secretary shall perform the duties 
of the President until his successor is elected. 
In the event of such a vacancy in said of- 
fice, it shall be the duty of the Secretary to 
issue within six days from the date of such 
vacancy a call for a meeting of the Executive 
Council at the headquarters of the American 
Federation of Labor for: the purpose of elect- 
ing a President to fill said vacancy. 


Sec. 3. The duties of the Secretary shall 
be to take charge of all books, papers and ef- 
fects of the general office; to conduct the cor- 
respondence pertaining to his office; to furnish 
the elective officers with the necessary sta- 
tionery; to convene and act as secretary of 
the annual Convention, and furnish to the 
committee on credentials at each convention a 
statement of the financial standing of each 
affiliated body with the Federation; to keep all 
letters, documents, accounts, etc., in such man- 
ner as the annual convention may direct; to 
receive and collect all moneys due the Fed- 
eration, and to pay them to the Treasurer, 
taking his receipt therefor; Provided, that he 
may retain in his hands a sum not exceedin 
$250, for current expenses, which money shall 
pos on be paid out on the approval of the Presi- 
dent; to submit to the Finance Committee, for 
their inspection, vouchers for all moneys ex- 
pended; to close all accounts of the Federa- 
tion on October 31st of each year, and all 
moneys received or disbursed after said date 
shall not be reported in the general balance 
account of the ensuing convention; to publish 
a financial report in the quarterly circular, and 
send ten copies to each affiliated body, and 
such additional number of copies as may 
ordered and paid for by any organization con- 
nected with the Federation. is office shall 
be located in the same office with that of the 
President. He shall give a bond of $1,000 for 
the faithful performance of his duties, and for 
his services he shall receive such sum as the 


annual conventions may determine, payable 
weekly. 
dec. The Treasurer shall receive and 


take charge of all moneys, property and se- 
curity of the Federation delivered to him by 
the Secretary. He shall deposit all moneys 
belonging to the Federation in bank, in_ his 
name as Treasurer of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and before any moneys thus de- 
posited can be drawn, each check shall be 
signed by him as Treasurer. He shall pay 
through the Secretary,. all warrants regularly 
drawn on him, signed by the President and 
countersigned by the Secretary, as required 
by this Constitution, and none others. He 
shall submit to the annual Convention a 
complete statement of all receipts and disburse- 
ments during his term of office, and at the 
expiration of his term of office he shall de- 
liver up to his successor all_moneys, securi- 
ties, books and Fae my of the Federation under 
his control, an or the faithful performance 
of his duties he shall give a bond in the sum 
of $5,000. The annual salary of the Treas- 
urer shall be $100. 


Sec. All books and financial accounts 


shall, at all times, be open to the inspection 
of the President and Executive Council. 
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Article VII.—Executive Counc 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the 
Executive Council to watch legislative meas- 
ures directly affecting the interests of work 
ing people, and to initiate, whenever neces- 
sary, such legislative action as the Convention 
may direct. ’ . 

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall use 
every possible means to organize new Na- 
tional or International Trade Unions, and to 
organize local Trade Unions and _ connect 
them with the Federation until such time as 
there are a sufficient number to form a Na- 
tional or International Union, when it shall be 
the duty of the President of the Federation 
to see that such organization is formed. 

Sec. 3. While we recognize the right of 
each trade to manage its own affairs, it shall 
be the duty of the Executive Council to se- 
cure the unification of all labor organizations, 
so far as to assist each other in any trade 
dispute. 


Articte VIII.—Strixes anp Lockovts. 


Section 1. In case any National or Interna- 
tional body affiliated with this Federation shall 
order a strike, or are locked out, and by 
reason of financial distress it shall be neces- 
sary for it to call upon the Federation for 
aid, the Executive Council, if they deem that 
such organization is entitled to receive such 
assistance, shall make an assessment, not ex- 
ceeding two cents per member per week, upon 
every other National or International body so 
affliated with the Federation. Such _ assess- 
ment shall remain in force for a period not 
exceeding five continuous weeks, unless other- 
wise ordered by a general vote of all National 
and International Unions affiliated. 

Sec. 2. Any National or, International or- 
anization, or other body connected with this 

ederation, failing to comply with the require- 
ments of Sec. 2 of this Article, within a period 
of 30 days, shall be suspended, and shall not 
be reinstated until all arrearages are paid in 
full. Provided, however, that organizations 
represented in this Convention whose delegates 
have been instructed to oppose the levying 2 
an assessment shall not be liable to suspension 
until the matter is acted on at their next Na- 
tional or International convention. 

Sec. 3. Accompanying a call for an assess- 
ment shall be a circular from the President of 
the Federation, giving a detailed account of 
the strike or lockout. : 

Sec. 4. No affiliated body of the American 
Federation of Labor shall be entitled to bene- 
fit from the strike fund of the Federation un- 
til they have been six months affiliated, have 
paid six months per capita tax to the Federa- 
tion, and are in good standing. 


Article IX.—REVENUE. 


Section 1. | The revenue of the Federation 
shall be derived as follows: From Interna- 
tional and National Trade Unions a per capita 
tax of one-fourth of one cent per member 
per month; from local trade unions and fed- 
era! unions, one cent per member per month; 
and from Central Labor Unions of City and 
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State Federated bodies, $25 per annum. All 
moneys shall be payable to the Secretary of 
the Federation. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled to a 
seat in this Federation unless the tax of their 
organization, as provided for in Section 1 of 
this Article, has been paid in full. _ 

Sec. 3. Any organization, affiliated with 
this Federation, not paying its per capita tax 
on or before the 15th of each month, shall be 
notified of the fact by the Secretary of the 
Federation, and if at the end of three months 
it is still in arrears, it shall become suspended 
from membership in the Federation, and can 
only be reinstated by vote of the Convention, 
when such arrearages are paid in full. 

Sec. 4. Whenever the revenue of the Fed- 
eration shall warrant such action, the Execu- 
tive Council shall authorize the sending out of 
Trade Union speakers, from place to place, 
in the interests of the Federation. 

Sec 5. The remuneration for loss of time 
by members of the Executive Council or 
speakers engaged by them shall be $3.50 per 
day and traveling and hotel expenses. 


ArTICLE X.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


Section 1. The Executive Council shall 
have power to make rules to govern matters 
not in conflict with this Constitution or the 
Constitution of affiliated Unions, and shall re- 
port accordingly to the Federation. 

Sec. 2. Certificates of affiliation shall be 
granted by the Presidene of the Federation, 

and with the consent of the Executive 
Council, to all National and _ International 
Unions and local bodies affiliated with this 
Federation. 

Sec. ; Any seven wage-workers of one 
trade of good character, and favorable to 
Trade Unions, and not members of any body 
affiliated with this Federation, who will sub- 
scribe to. this Constitution, shall have the 
power to form a local body, to be known as 
a “Federal Labor Union,” and they shall hold 
regular meetings for the purpose of strength- 
ening and advancing the Trades Union move- 
ment, and shall have the power to make their 
own rules in conformity with this Constitu- 
tion, and shall be granted a local certificate 
by the President of this Federation, provided 
the request for a certificate be endorsed by 
the nearest Local or Nati6nal Trades Union 
officials connected with this Federation. 

Sec. 4. The certificate fee for affiliated 
bodies shall be $5, payable to the Secretary 
of the Federation, and which shall accompany 
the application. 

Sec. 5. Where there are one or more Local 
Unions in any city, belonging to the National 
or International nion, affiliated with this 
Federation, they may organize a Trades As- 
sembly or Central Labor Union, or join such 
body, if already in existence. 


Articte XI.—AMENDMENTS. 


This Constitution can be amended or_al- 
tered only at a regular session of the Con- 
vention,, and to do so it shal} require a two- 
thirds vote. 
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Bakers’ International Union....... 


Barbers’ International Union...... 
a Makers’ International 

PINE cach cniowmeuktebhs+a0seussnsnns 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ Inter 
national Union..... ...........+..- 
Brewery Workmen's National 
Union. ...... Semeendhnes) BORKD heeds 


Carpenters and Joiners of Ameri- 
can Brotherhood.................. 


Carpenters and Joiners’ Amalga- 
mated Society............sseeeeeee 


Cigar Makers’ International Union 


Clerks (Retail) National Protec- 
tive Association of America..... 
Furniture Workers’ International 
eS Sree 
Glass Employees’ National As- 
SRN cance vecciewercavccces eewees 


Glass Workers (American Flint).. 
Garment Workers (United) of A... 
—e Collar Makers’ National 

he reer Sh p-enplerniobs ele 


Iron Molders’ Union of North 
BMMOTICR 20.0 vc000 vovccccrccesscccce 


ron and Steel Workers (A. A. of) 








50 
12 
10 


72 
72 


61 
61 
61 
61 
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70 


August Delabar, 8 East 4th street, 
ew York City, N. Y. 
J.C. Meyers, Box 448, St. Paul, Minn. 


Gus. Lanagan, 122 Summit street, 
Brooklyn. N. Y. 

H. J. Skeffington, 325 Washington, 
street, Boston, Mass. 

Chas. F. Bechtold, 418 South 4th street, 
St. Louis, Mo, 


W.H. Kliver, Grand Crossing, Ill. 

F. Fildew, 317 Crawford street, De- 
troit. Mic 

H. 1 Blackmore, 2507 Dodier street, 


w 5. ‘Snielas, ‘0 sowqgmail street, Ja- 
maica Plains, Mas 
FS. McGuire, Box 884, Philadelphia, 
enn. 


a 


Geo. Cavanagh, 226 West 20th street, 
New York City. 


Samuel Gompers, 21 Clinton place, 
New York City. 

Frank Valesh (Bureau of Labor 
ie St. Paul, Minn. 

Chas. ag care of H. Conerous, 
Auro Tl. 

Samuel “aeudwaner, 146 2ist street, 
Detroit, Mich. 


A. B. Loebenberg. 41 West Washington 
street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Richard Braunschweig. 20 North 
Peoria street, Chicago, Ill, 

Levi J. Regan, 67 Excelsior street, 
Pittsburg. Pa, 

J. H. Burtt, 3326 Eoff street, Wheeling, 
W. Va. 








Henry White, 14 East 120th street, 
New York City. 
a. McGill, 918 Geiger street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 
Jos. F. Valentine, 18% Oak street, 
San Francisco, Cal. 
/ Martin Fox, Box 368. Cincinnati, O. 
R. H. Metcalf, 590 Queen street, To- 
ronto, Canada. 


W. A. Carney, 44 Carson street, S. 
S.. Pittsburg, 
Jerry Doherty, rr ‘Second avenue, 
Pittsburg, Pa. 
R. W. Prosser, 185 West Market 
{ street, New Albany, [nd. 
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| N umber 
NUMBEB) of Votes 
NAME OF SOCIETY REPRESENTED. |OF DELE-| for Each |NAMES AND ADDKESSES OF DELEGATES. 
GATES. | Delegate. 
| 
Lasters’ Protective Union......... 2 | 35 (Ed. L. Daley, 620 Atlantic avenue, 
| Boston, Mass. 
| | 34 | Edward Cogan, 4J Appleton street, 
| | Brockton, Mass. 
Mine Workers (United)............. 3 | 47 (S ob Rae, 63 Clinton Building, Co- 
| lum 
| 47 } Jno. McBride (Labor Commissioner), 
1" Columbus, O. 
| 47 John P. Jones, North Lawrence, 
Stark Co. O. 
Quarrymen’s National Union...... 1 36 John J. Byron, Quincy, Mass. 
Saddle and Harness Makers, Na-| 
tional Association of....... ...... 1 8 Chas. P. Fahey, 703 Main street, Nash. 
| ville, Tenn. 
} 
Tailors (Journeymen) of America. 2 | 20 |{ John B. Lennon, Box 30, Station D, 
Tanners’ and Curriers’ Brother- i New York City. 
hood of America and Feder- 20 | (A. Todtenhausen, Knoxville, Tenn. 
ated Trades Council of Milwau- | 
MMs d este vay 4xs Cacventesduvcatkeds 1 9 |\John E. Coughlin, 649 Island avenue, 
lo Milwaukee, Wis. 
Typographia, (German American) 1 13 George A. Speyer. 355 East 77th street, 
7 New York City. 
a emeaeae International ( W.E. Shields, -” 8th street, N. W., 
Res! SAARES MESSE gute Prenesiaten 4 75 | Washington, D. C. 
| 0. A. Williams, 81 Sheffield street, 
75 } Allegheny, Pa 
\W. C. Boyer, World-Herald Office, 
75 | Omaha, Neb. 
Frank A. Kidd, 461 West Erie street, 
Wood Workers’ (Machine) Inter- 16) | Chicago, Ill. 
national Union.. 1 14 Thos. I. Kidd, Box 513, Chicago, Il. 
Elec‘rical Street ‘Car, ‘Employees, 
BOO s MUU hens caeses vaca tenKcns> saves h 1 1 Richard Robertson, 1212 Chapline 
Electrical Wiremen and Line- street, Wheeling, W. Va 
men's Union, No. 5221.............. 1 1 Henry Miller. 2728 Franklin avenue, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Federal Labor Union, No. 3873.... 1 1 Geo. E. McNeill, Box 2406, Boston,Mass. 
Federal Labor Union, No. 53:7..... 1 1 Aaron sg 27 Wahoo street, Hot 


Federal Labor Union, No. 5368. .... 


Federal Labor Union, No. 5511.. . 
Federal Labor gues Nos. 5567, 


5568, 5569 
Firemen's (Marine) Protective 
Union. No. 5464. ...... 0.0... cece eee 


Hod Carriers’ Union, No. 5487..... 
—w Protective Union, No. 
Musicians’ Mutual Benefit Asso- 
CIATION, INGO. GOTU, oo o00 ccs ccccccsess 
Musical (Chicago) Society, No. 5454 
Street Railway Employees, No. 


State Branch (Massachusetts)..... 
—- Labor U nion, Boston, 


Federation of Labor, Dallas, Tex.. 
— of Labor, New 7 
PF esiuce woweseseccesvecvessccsec 








Springs, A 

Adam ener, tis South 2d street, New- 
ark, Ohio. 

Edward Malone, 314 West 6th street, 
Mittle Rock, Ark. 

A. Harris, Little Reck, Ark. 


Geo. L. gnu. 3 Levee street, St. 
Louis, M 

James A. Cam bell. 18 Goshorn street, 
Charleston. W. Va. 

F. D. Biessenherz, 176 East St. Clair 
street, Indianapolis, Ind 

Owen we 604 Market street, St. 
Louis, M 

lChas. M. rarrier. 404 West Madison 

street, Chicago, Ill. 


. g' 
G. E. Stillman, 10% Broad street, At- 


lanta. Ga. 

Frank A. Foster, 134 Harrison avenue, 
Boston, Mass. 

Harry Lloyd. 308 Chestnut avenue, 
Jamaica Plain, Boston, Mass. 

Franklin H. Smead, 2% Cedaravenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Jacob Behrens. 
Anthony Topin, Box 414, Dallas. Tex. 





Daniel Harris, 318 East 115th street, 
New York City. 
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NAME OF SOCIETY REPRESENTED. 


NUMBER 
OF DELE-' 
GATES. 


Number 
of Votes 
for Each 
Delegate 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES. 





Federated Trades Assembly, Port- 
BMG, Gs onc 0050 65 ds0uenss. 6006500 
Federated Trades (Council of) Pa- 
GES Ms ss osbaes: apceceses case 


Trades and Labor Assembly, St. 
Louis, Mo 
Trade gh a Labor Assembly, Den 
ve MR chwicbnivevcsiscRemens soaacere 
Trade > Labor Assembly, Chi- 
SOS eae 
Trade and Labor Union, Detroit, 


Trades Assembly, Duluth, Minn... 
Trades Council, Birmingham, Ala. 











H. Kretlow, 369 Jesse street, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

A. Fureseth, 1153 Mission street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 


Wa ee Louie ue Market street, Box 

James = Faulkner, 623 18th street, 
Denver, Col. 

John c Harding, 89 Kingham street, 
Chicago, 

John Sezer, “19 Harrison avenue, De 
troit, Mich. 

Ernest popighagen, 422 E. 4th street, 
Duluth 
. H. DeVore, 2513 24 avenue, Bir- 
mingham, Ala. 





The above list shows 70 Delegates representing 52 organizations, 25 National, 8 Local, 
5 Federal Labor Unions, 1 State Branch and 13 Central Labor Bodies. 
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
1891 


Report of Proceedings 


FIRST DAY—Morning Session. 


Erswell’s Hall, 
Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 14, 1891. 

The Eleventh Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor was called to 
order at 10 o’clock, Monday morning, Decem- 
ber 14, 1891, with President Samuel Gompers 
in the chair and Chris. Evans, Secretary. 

The hall was neatly arranged for the con- 
venience of delegates during the Convention. 
Each Delegate was supplied with table, pen, 
ink, pencil and tablet. 

President Gompers called the Convention to 
order, and introduced Mr. Samuel R. Free- 
man from the Birmingham Trades Council, 
who introduced Gov. Thomas G. Jones, rep- 
resenting the State of Alabama, and Mr. J. 
J. Banks, City Attorney, representing the city 
of Birmingham. ; 

With a few appropriate words, Mr. Free- 
man presented the Governor of Alabama, who 
delivered the following address of welcome: 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor: 


The gentleman who honored me with the 
introduction has touched upon some matters 
that surround us here, and for reasons which 
you will appreciate, I will read my welcome 
from manuscript. God forbid that I shouid 
refer to any of our political issues here. | 
may say, however, that the cause of labor is 
greater and higher than any partisan politics. 
(Applause. ) s 

It is a notable event in the history of the 
State that this great body of representatives 
of labor should assemble in Alabama. It is 
according to the fitness of things, too, that 
you should meet in the city of Birmingham, 
the great industrial centre of our rapidly de- 
veloping State. é 

Until within a few years past, organized 
labor was not a considerable influence in Ala- 


bama. We were an agricultural people, and 
our cities given almost entirely to commercial 
pursuits. Except the printers’ unions and the 
organizations of the men who operated rail- 
roads, we were almost strangers to organized 
labor, its purposes, its benefits and its power. 
I may say that, in the not very remote past, 
many of our people, whose sources of inform- 
ation were derived mainly through press re- 
ports of labor troubles in other sections, had 
impressions as unfavorable as they were er- 
roneous concerning your laudable aims and 
purposes. 

I am glad it is not so to-day. (Applause.) 
I am glad to stand here and bear witness to 
the revolution in the knowledge and the senti- 
ments of the people of Alabama on this im- 
portant and transcendent subject. (Applause.) 
Organized labor came to us mainly with the 
great industrial movement that has developed 
our mines, erected our furnaces, studded the 
State with smoke-stacks and builded the many 
new cities of which Birmingham is the great 
type. It was a beneficent and powerful factor 
in the great onward march, for which we had 
watched and waited and prayed so long. The 
industrial development of Alabama lays very 
near the hearts of our people; and we could 
not, if we would, shut out its essential foun- 
dation in the brawn and skill of the toiler, 
from a great share in our affections and our 
ride. (Applause.) Our people have come to 
now that your organizations stand not only 
for the social, moral, intellectual and mutual 
benefit of the workingman himself, but are 
enduring pledges of public order, of mutual 
concession and mutual upbuilders of the em- 
ployer and employed. e haye learned that 
cheap labor is not the best labor (applause); 
and every city and town, however old and 
however wedded to the past, is clamoring for 
mills and factories and works that will give 
employment to labor that earns and is able to 
command the highest price. (Applause.) 
We have seen in more than one struggle of 
organized labor for higher wages, sometimes 
lost and sometimes won, that the organization, 
by whatever name it might be called, stood 








for peace, order sa _—, and maintained them 
at every hazard. (Apolguss. In this good 
year 1891r your great body, representing more 
than 500,000 of the best and most intelli- 
gent workingmen of this Union, could have 
met in no State and among no people pre- 
pared to give you a more cordial welcome than 
that which on behalf of the people of Alabama, 
I now extend to each and every one of you, 
and through you to all whom you represent. 
(Applause. 


I am glad to meet so many representatives 
of American labor, and to have this opportu- 
nity of assuring you of the high place your 
cause holds among the people of this fairest of 
all the States of the sunny and warm-hearted 
South. It may be that some of you from be 
yond the old line that once divided this coun- 
try of ours have come with ideas that you 
would visit a strange city and a strange peo- 
ple. I know you will return with the pro- 
found conviction that the brotherhood of 
Americans is as broad as the brotherhood of 
labor, and that there are now no lines to mark 
us as strangers any more. (Applause.) 

I trust that your stay in our chief industrial 
city will be so pleasant that before many years 
you will come back again and see how much 
greater State and city your brother laboring 
men will have built beneath these sunny skies. 
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At the conclusion of Governor Jones’ re- 
maarks there was loud and prolonged applause. 

Mr. Banks, speaking for the city, said that 
the Mayor was unavoidably absent, and the 
pleasant duty of welcoming the Convention 
devolved upon himself. The visitors were 
more than welcore to the first of young 
Southern cities. Mr. Banks spoke very elo- 
quently and was frequently applauded. 

President Gompers responded to the hearty 
addresses of welcome. He heartily and elo- 
quently. thanked the Governor for the wel- 
come to Alabama, and Mr. Banks for the wel- 
come to Birmingham. Mr. Gompers spoke 
briefly, but forcibly and feelingly. 

At the close of his remarks the President 
declared the Convention open for the trans- 
action of business, and appointed the follow- 
ing committee on credentials: 


O. A. Williams, A. Todtenhousen, A. B. 
Laspenteng, Henry White, Charles F. Bech- 
told. 


On motion a recess was taken until 2 o’clock 


FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Dec. 14, 1891. 

Convention called to order at 2 o'clock 
P. M., with President Gompers in the chair 
and Chris. Evans, Secretary. 

Roll of officers called and the following 
oe noted: 

J. McGuire, First Vice-President, Wm. 

A. rik Second Vice-President. 

Report of Committee on Credentials being 
called for, reported as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDEN- 
: TIALS. . 


Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 14, 1891. 
Mr. President—We, your Committee on 
Credentials, report favorably on the follow- 
ing delegates as being entitled to seats in the 
Convention. 
(See list of delegates on pages 6, 7, 8.) 
Pay pectfully submitted, 
x WILLIAMS, 
x Ppt ae SEN, 
rs my F. BECHTOLD, 
B. LOEBENBERG, 
HEN RY WHITE, 
Committee. 
Moved that the report of the committee 
where seats are not questioned be adopted, and 
that the credentials not reported favorably by 
them be acted upon by the Convention. 
Agreed to. 





The committee reported unfavorably on the 
credentials of the delegate from the Illinois 
State Federation of Labor, inasmuch as it had 
not paid the per capita tax. William C. Pom- 
eroy was the delegate. Delegate John C. 
Harding of Chicago asked to be heard on the 
subject. Agreed to. He said the last Con- 
vention at Alton was very successful, and they 
had passed a number of good _ resolutions, 
which there had not been sufficient time to 
carry into practical effect. He wished to say 
that while they were in arrears they had given 


‘an earnest pledge of doing better in future. 


The Illinois Federation desired to affiliate 
with the American Federation. 

The chairman of the committee said that 
the Illinois Federation had paid no money into 
the national treasury. A year ago the Illinois 
people had written a letter to the effect that 
they intended to withdraw from the American 
Federation. These two facts had influenced 
the committee in making its decision. 

In answer to a question, President Gompers 
said that the constitution required that an or- 
ganization should have been chartered for at 
least thirty days before the meeting of the 
national convention, and should be in good 
standing. 
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Secretary Evans said that the tax on the 
Illinois Federation was $25 a year, and they 
now owed $95. 

Delegate Kidd moved that Mr. C. Pomeroy 
be allowed to speak for himself, and the mo- 
tion was adopted. 

Mr. Pomeroy said that he had been sent 
here to make the best arrangements he could. 
They owed $95, and of that sum he had in his 
possession $25, all the money they had in 
their treasury. He hoped this Convention 
would not act hastily. Illinois had been for 
four years the very seat of agitation, and 
they were thoroughly aroused on the question 
of unionism. It had been a bad year in that 
State. Strike after strike, benefit after bene- 
fit, had depleted the small cash reserve of the 
members, and they were now unable to raise 
all their dues. He appealed to the Conven- 
tion to be charitable, to be just. Give men 
willing to do a chance to do. In the name of 
the brotherhood of labor, he asked to be seated 
as a delegate representing the great State of 
Illinois. 

President Gompers then rose and stated that 
every organization had rules for its own gov- 
ernment and protection. This was true of 
the American Federation of Labor, and _ its 
rules had not been complied with by the IIli- 
nois State Federation of Labor, and therefore 
Delegate Pomeroy was not entitled to a seat 
as delegate. 

Delegate Harding then rose to speak, when 
the President informed him that the question 
was settled, unless it was desired to appeal 
from the decision of the chair. 

Delegate Harding then appealed from the 
chair’s decision, and followed the appeal by a 
statement begging the Convention to deal 
kindly with the Illinois Federation. 

President Gompers said that he liked to 
be kind where kindness was not unjust. This 


was not a question of sympathy. The Illinois 
Federation had not taken the proper steps 
toward gaining admission to the American 
Federation, and it could not be therefore 
legally admitted to the councils of the na- 
tional body. 

The Convention, on a yea and nay vote, 
sustained the President by a large majority. 

The chairman of the committee reported 
adversely on the credentials of the degelate 
from the Chicago Building Trades Council, 
Mr. Hoyt Raymond, on the ground that his 
order had not affiliated with the American 
Federation. 

Delegate Harding explained that the Build- 
ing Trades Council of Chicago contained 
12,000 members, and it would promote the 
interests of organized labor to admit the dele- 
gate of that Council. 

The report of the committee was sustained. 

The committee reported adversely on the 
credentials of William C. Pomeroy, as rep- 
resenting the American Waiters’ Union No. 
5108, of St. Louis, Mo. 

A considerable discussion came up over this 
report, and the report was finally agreed to. 

Mr. Pomeroy then requested permission 
to withdraw credentials that he had given 
the Secretary from other organizations, but 
objection was made. 

The President appointed the following Com- 
mittee on Rules: 


John P.-Jones, R. Braunschweig, Gus Lana- 
gan, Daniel Harris, Harry Lloyd. 

For Assistant Secretary: Sam’l R. Free- 
man, of Birmingham, Ala., and Robert Mc- 
Laughlin, Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Appointments confirmed. 

Reports of President, Secretary and Treas- 
urer were read, as follows, and, on motion, 
laid over to be referred to proper committees 
when appointed. 


PRESIDENT GOMPERS’ REPORT. 
To the Officers and Delegates to the Eleventh Annual Convention of the American Federation 


of .Labor: 
Fellow Unionists: 


Gathering in our annual conclaves and meeting as we do to-day for the 


first time in the history of the trade union movement in that part of our country which, but a 
short time ago, seldom heard the joyful sound of the hammer, the anvil and the forge, or saw 
the power of the steam engine, and whose industries are now being developed, it affords me 
more than ordinary pleasure to greet you as delegates from tlie organizations of wage-workers. 
Coming, as you do, fresh from the factories, shops, mills and mines of our country to gather 
in this Convention to voice the sentiments of outraged justice, seeking the right too often denied 
to devise the means to obtain a fair requital of the toilers’ drudgery, to lighten the burden 
from the shoulders of the oppressed, hearkening to the wail of sorrow and despair of the 
woman and the child; in a word, to help on that grand struggle for the abolition of economic, 
social and political wrongs and the establishment of such conditions which shall be more in 
harmony with the aspirations of the human family. In the name of the toiling masses of our 
country I greet you to this Convention of the -—American Federation of Labor, and trust that, 
spurred on by the sacrifices of the past and the noble deeds of those who have gone before, we 
may be imbued with that judgment, earnestness and devotion to the interests of that class to 
which we have the honor to belong—the working class. 
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It becomes my duty to fe an account of my stewardship of the organization for the past 
year, and I do so knowing full well how utterly impossible it is to give you even a faint idea 
of the work performed. 

OUR GROWTH. 


Pursuant to instructions I visited the Convention of the machinists at Pittsburg, Pa., and 
made a formal request to them to strike out their color line discrimination; and although they 
deemed it inexpedient at that time, they declared that in all probability it would be complied 
with at their next session. a 

They having failed to comply with the request, a Convention was called of Machinists’ 
Unions, and the International Machinists’ Union of America was organized and now has twenty- 
five branches throughout the country. The new organization is on a fair way of progress and 
success, but they have no desire to ‘permanently divide the machinists of the country into two 
separate organizations, and have pledged themselves that, when the older organization shall 
eliminate the objectionable clause and be willing to amalgamate, the new one will be pleased to 
do so upon an honorable basis. : ; ai : 

The Coopers’ International Union has been resuscitated and placed in a position to actively 
further the work of organization of that craft. ' i 

The Electrical Workers were organized into a National Union, from the various local unions 
affiliated to the Federation. ’ ‘ 

The Carriage and Wagonmakers.have organized a National Union. 

The various organizations working in the “ready made” clothing industry have organized 
a National Union, under the title of the United Garment Workers of America, with a very great 
degree of success. : . 

The Tanners and Curriers have also organized a National Union. 

These and seven other National Trade Unions affiliated with the A. F. of L. within the year. 

A Convention will be held for the formation of National Unions from among the Metal 
Polishers and Street Railway Employees in the very near future. 

The Federation issued 246 charters to Local Unions, 10 to National Trade Unions, and 
the latest reports show that the National Trade Unions issued charters to 1,040 Local Unions 
of their respective trades and callings, giving the Trade Union movement of the country about 
12,000 Local Unions. 

The committee authorized to be appointed by the last Convention to visit the Bricklayers’ 
and Masons’ International Union, at their Convention, held at Toronto, to invite that body to 
become affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, performed their duty. The com- 
mittee was cordially received and resolutions adopted submitting the question to the Local Unions 
attached to it. 

Through the courtesy of General Secretary Thomas O’Dea, I had the opportunity accorded 
of forwarding a special circular to their Local Unions. The matter will soon be decided by 
the annual gathering of that International Union, and let us hope that the decision will be 
favorable. There are yet a number of other International Unions, particularly the steam rail- 
road organizations, who are not affiliated with the A. F. of L,. - 

During the year I have striven earnestly and zealously to break down the barriers of 
formality and establish feelings of amity and friendship between those organizations and our 
Federation. I am pleased to report that never before were the relations between our organiza- 
tions so friendly, and I am firmly of the belief that the time is not far distant when we shall 
be enabled to count upon the railroad labor organizations being allied with the great Trade 
Unions of our country under the banner of the American Federation of Labor. 

We hope to obtain the affiliation of these organizations by earning and deserving their con- 
fidence and respect. Let us put on a show of arrogance and attempt to force them and we will 
drive them further from us. I recommend that this policy be continued towards all unaffiliated 
Trade Unionss 
_ , Some time ago blanks were forwarded to all the Trade Unions of the country for statistical 
information of a varied character. While the returns show a general increase in membership 
and a steady growth of nearly all the organizations, answers to the returns are too incomplete 
to permit of an exact statement of the organized trade unionists in the United States. It was 
my hope to be able to present such a table of information to this Convention, but, from the 
cause stated, I have been prevented from doing sa; the incoming officers will be in a position to 
make that statement known to the affiliated organizations in a short time. I can now report a 
steady growth all along the line. ‘ 

EIGHT-HOUR MOVEMENT. 


Following the policy theretofore pursued, the Detroit Convention of the Federation decided 
upon continuing the movement for a reduction in the hours of labor of the toiling masses. 
The Convention decided to select the organization of a craft to demand the enforcement of the 
eight-hour work day on May rst, 1891. The report of the Special Committee having that sub- 
ject in hand omitted the name of any particular craft and tacitly relegated the selection to the 
Executive Council to be made as the exigencies of the time might warrant. 

The delegates of the miners demanded that their trade be the one named; they declared 
that the miners were fully prepared and determined to inaugurate the movement. The Con- 
vention readily acceded to the demand, and great hopes were entertained that the enthusiasm 
and determination would result in the establishment of a substantial reduction in the hours of 
labor of the employed miners, and find work for a large number of that craft who were unem- 
ployed ,and thus by successive victories give an impetus to the movement for a general reduction 
in the hours of labor of the entire working class, bringing them so much nearer the goal of their 
final aspirations, 

Every facility at the command of the Executive Council was set in motion. Circulars were 
sent broadcast and reached every member and labor union throughout the country. The organ- 
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izers and unions held public and business meetings. The President of the Federation traveled 
from Maine to California, the combined efforts of all creating such a sentiment and feeling 
of earnestness and co-operation, so that every prospect for a successful inauguration of the move- 
ment seemed bright and encouraging. 

hile there had been vague rumors current that the miners would not make the movement, 
the first official or authentic information received at this office of the fact was on May rst, the 
date upon which the demand was expected to be made and the movement inaugurated. 

It would be idle to attempt to describe the feeling of astonishment it caused the Executive 
Council and disappointment manifested and chagrin felt by the organized workingmen and 
women of our country at the announcement of the abandonment of the movement by the miners. 
The causes that led up to the abandonment of the movement by the miners has been mentioned 
in a circular and need not be reproduced here. 

No doubt the representatives of the organization of that craft at this Convention will suf- 
ficiently explain the cause of their action to the satisfaction of all here assembled. 

If there has been any negligence or misrepresentation on the part of the officers of the 
Federation or a lack of frankness on the part of any one connected with this movement the 
proceedings of this Convention should demonstrate it and place it in the archives of our organ- 
pone ag order that the future historian of the struggles of the working class may correctly 
record it. 


TYPOGRAPHICAL UNION. 


At its last Convention the International Typographical Union adopted a resolution subject 
to the —S of the members of their local unions to enforce the nine-hour work day in their 
trade. he Executive of that organization asked the Executive Council not to pledge its finay- 
cial ey to any other organization pending a vote upon the ag rene he pledge was 
given, but owing to the state of trade and other matters tevend our knowledge, the proposition 
did not receive the required two-thirds majority and the movement was not made. 

Since then official notice was received from the Journeymen Bakers’ International Union that 
they proposed making application to this Convention to be selected as the trade to make a 
demand for the enforcement of the eight-hour work day May rst, 1892. That matter should 
receive your earnest consideration. 


PROGRESS OF THE MOVEMENT. 


It is very gratifying to note the progress and advancement reported by the organization. 
While it is true that some have not made many advances nor gained many improvements for 
their members, it is equally true that the reports indicate continuous advantages gained which 
seldom find their way into public print, but are achieved without the necessity of resorting to 
strikes, which are unheralded, but continue ever onward, removing gradually the ills that stand 
as a barrier between the wage-workers and their natural rights. These small concessions and 
advantages gained are the silent manifestations of the continuous struggle and advancement 
of the Trade Union movement. The general public is not informed, and can form no concep- 
tion of the work performed by our Trade Unions. They only learn of our existence when some 
open and public manifestation is made either upon the economic field in the cases of strikes or 
lockouts, or upon the political field to redress some of the grievances from which labor has 
suffered from time immemorial. 

Although discouraged by the action of the miners, a large number of workers secured reduc- 
tions in their working hours, notably the building, iron and clothing trades and surface railroad 
employees. The printing trade made several local movements with varying success. 

It is worthy of note that, in all the answers received upon the statistical blanks sent to 
Trade Unions in this country, three blank spaces were provided for answers to the question: 
“What, in the opinion of your Union, are the three most important questions that the A. F. of 
L. should concentrate its efforts to secure?’”’ While the two other answers differ materially, every 
Union answered: “A reduction of-the hours of labor.” 

In my reports to the previous Conventions I have laid great stress upon the movement to 
inaugurate a reduction in the hours of labor of the working people. Without repeating them, I 
am yet impelled to impress upon your minds the importance and necessity of continuing the 
agitation of that most important of all questions affecting the interest of the toiling masses. 
We should not lose sight of the fact that there is no movement which so thoroughly affects and 
improves the moral, material, political and social welfare of the wage-workers as a class and the 
people as a whole as does the one to reduce the hours of labor. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONGRESSES. 


An International Labor Congress was held at Brussels in the early part of the year, and 
per instructions of the last Convention a letter was forwarded to them conveying our fraternal 
greetings and extending an invitation to that gathering to attend our International Labor Con- 
gress, to be held in Chicago in 1893. It was necessary to depend upon the good offices of one 
of our fellow Trade Unionists of Germany to see that the letter was placed before the Congress. 

In my last report to the Convention attention was called to the fact that if we desired to 
have a successful Congress, it would be necessary to have a representative at the Brussels Con- 
gress in order to extend the invitation. 

Authentic information has reached me that owing to our nonrepresentation at Brussels on 
the one hand, and, on the other, the misrepresentation of the character of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor by one who was excluded from our last Convention, the invitation was not 
accepted, and they decided to hold their Congress of 1893 at some other place than the United 
States of America. With this I submit a copy of the letter and invitation extended to the 
Brussels Congress. 
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_ An invitation was forwarded to the Trade Union Congress of Great Britain and_ Ireland, 
which was held at Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, and a gentleman selected by the Executive 
Council and entrusted with this mission. An invitation was mailed to England after he had 
departed, and, evidently through some misunderstanding, it did not reach him. It was returned 
by the mails to our headquarters, and since then has again been forwarded to the Secretary of 
the Parliamentary Committee, Mr. Charles Fenwick, expressing the hope that the subject mat- 
ter may be submitted to the Trade Unions of the country in order that definite action may be 
taken at thé next Trade Union Congress. 

The gentleman entrusted with extending the invitation to the British Trade Unions appeared 
there and without the formal invitation extended it verbally. A copy of the written invitation 
is herewith submittea. 

In connection with the holding of our International Labor Congress, at Chicago, in 1893, it 
is necessary to again call attention to the fact that it will require the personal visitations of a 
representative of the American Federation of Labor in order to ensure a full representation from 
our fellow Unionists throughout the world. ¢ 

I have no doubt but that our Congress of 1893 will be a creditable one, but with the exact- 
ing attention to the detail and general work of the Federation, it is not possible for the regular 
ofhcers to give the matter that attention which the magnitude of the project requires. It will 
necessitate the almost constant work of one officer to keep up with the increasing correspondence 
upon the subject and to prepare the arrangements for the holding of a successful International 
Labor Congress. The Executive Council should be authorized to select a competent member to 
carry on the work here outlined and to work under its directions. 

This Convention also should elect or instruct the Executive Council to select a member to 
visit the Trade Union Congress of Great Britain, the Trade Union Congress of Germany, which 
is to be held in the Spring of 1892, and such other Labor Conventions as the Executive Council 
may deem advisable for the purpose of urging representation by the organized working people 
of the countries mentioned and referred to. 

In connection with this subject I desire to recommend the advisability of this Convention 
setting the time more definitely for the holding of the International Labor Congress. en J the 
first week of September or May of 1893, thus including either the American or European Labor 
Day. 


LABOR’S INTERESTS, INTERNATIONALLY. 


In connection with the eight-hour movement inaugurated by us and in consequence of the 
letter authorized by the St. Louis Convention to be sent to the International Labor Congress of 
1889, the organized working people of Europe have resolved and now formally observe May st 
of each year as a regular annual labor holiday, in a measure equal to the observance of Labor 
Day by the working men in the several States in the Unign. 

At the last Trade Union Congress, held at Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted: 


_ “That in the opinion of this Congress the time has arrived when the Government of the 
United Kingdom should endeavor to bring about, in conjunction with all foreign governments, 
an international reduction in the hours of labor to eight hours per day; and, further, demand 
the convocation of an international conference for the purpose.” 


Since all legislation or action taken by Trade Unions in any part of the world affects the 
Trade Unions of America, all being governed by one common polity, and since the resolution 
calls for an international conference of the representatives of the governments of all countries, 
it appears to me that the subject matter should receive earnest consideration, and some action 
decided upon. We should never lose sight of the internationality and identity of the wage- 
workers of all countries. 


All through the world the working men are emerging from their gloom of despair and 
grasping the first opportunities that present themselves to organize Trade Unions. In England, 
the birthplace of the Trade Unions, there are now nearly 2,000,000 organized Trade Unionists. 
In France, the Chambre des Ouvriers was never better organized than to-day. In Germany, 
surrounded by legal restrictions and against the machinations of government officials, the work- 
ing people now have a Trade Union movement allied in a federation similar in many respects tc 
the A. F. of L., and numbering nearly 250,000 ‘members. In Belgium, Italy and Spain and 
many other countries we have but the beginning of the first manifestations of the Trade Union 
movement. 


CONVICT LABOR. 


Within the past few months the question of convict labor has been conspicuously brought 
before the attention of the American people by the action of the miners of Tennessee in forcibly 
refusing to allow the convicts in that State to work in the mines. 

The miners have gradually ‘seen the convicts brought into the mining regions, their already 
scant wages reduced, and their work taken from them and given to the convicts to perform. 
To a greater or lesser degree the same evil prevails in all our States. The policy of the States 
seems to be to provide work for the convict; the free man may be flung out of employment, 
pauperized and demoralized, in too many instances beyond the hope of redemption, for the mere 
sake that a few paltry dollars may be “saved” to the State, that it and its corporate favorites 
may make fortunes at the expense and of the honor of the people. Vulturelike, the fallen and 
degraded are their prey. Under the constitutional provision giving Congress the right to regu- 
late the commerce between the States, the labor of convicts could be prevented from being 
permitted to enter any other State. I would recommend that this subject of convict labor in 
all its phases receive your earnest consideration, and special attention given to devise means by 
which this unfair system can be abated or abolished. 
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UNFAIR IMMIGRATION. 


We are confronted with a condition of affairs in reference to immigration which is indeed 
appalling, and should command the earnest and sincere consideration of the delegates to this 
Convention. 

The time was when the American people could declare that the United States should be a 
haven for the oppressed of all nations and invite all who desired to seek a new home to come 
to our shores. At that time the industries of our country were intirely in their infancy, our 
lands were undeveloped, our resources greater than we even knew. The people who came did 
so of their own volition, they cast their fortunes with those already here, harmonized and blended 
with them. To-day, however, there is not an industry which is not overcrowded with working 
people who vainly plead for an opportunity to work. This is not only confined to the factories, 
workshops, mills, mines and stores; the same complaint can be heard arising from the farm 
lands, and all join in one mighty cry that relief must come. 

On the other hand we see artificial famines in some of the older countries caused by the 
vast holdings of the titled wealthy class. While the masses starve the tyrannical autocrats and 
effete monarchs bolster up their miserable dynasties by forcing immigration, while their willing 
tools furnish the means to aid them out of their respective countries, and as they cannot go to 
many other countries in Europe, and owing to the laxity of public spirit and a recognition of 
the dangers that threaten us, they are literally “dumped” upon our shores. There are societies 
formed for that special purpose, who forward at least ten thousand emigrants each month, and 
again the ship companies by the wiles known to the cunning speculator, improperly stimulate 
unnecessary and unhealthy immigration. 

Then again, the great corporations which, in violation of the law ,enter into written and 
implied contracts for servile labor to crowd and compete with the employed, and large masses 
of unemployed working people of our country. To crown the wrong some of the officers of the 
United States Government charged with the enforcement of the law to prevent improper immi- 
gration, showed a lack of sympathy with the law, connived at its violation, and sought to bring 
the whole law and the spirit of the law into utter ridicule and contempt. Quite recently, 
spurred on by organized labor, a better effort is made to enforce the law. 

There are ways and means by which, without bigotry, narrowness and a spirit of “Know- 
nothingism,” these wrongs can be remedied, and they can and should be formulated. One officer 
of the general government should have undivided authority and, be held responsible for the 
enforcement of the law. 

I view the immigration problem not from the mere selfish standpoint of our own protection, 
but I am persuaded that it not only tends to destroy the independence, progress and advance- 
ment of our people, but also is an efficient means by which the effete institutions of some of the 
a> pees are perpetuated, and thus economical, political and social reforms postponed 
or avoided. 

In my judgment the delegates to this Convention representing the organized wage-workers 
of our country should voice their sentiments in unmistakable tones, and declare that we will have 
relief from this pressing evil. 


POLITICAL CONFERENCES. 


Early in the year invitations were received by the Executive Council to attend two political 
conferences, to be held in Washington, D. C., and Cincinnati, O. We believed that we had no 
right to commit the affiliated Unions to a policy which the Convention of the Federation had not 
yet decided upon, and that it was not within the province of he Executive Council to either 
officially or unofficially accept these invitations or attend these conferences. We believed, as we 
now believe, that the Executive Council are the seryants of the Trade Uniogs, and not their 
masters or dictators. 

The course pursued in this matter was rather severely criticised by thdse whose system of 
organization is the reverse and the antithesis of the American Federation of Labor. The Trade 
Unions are democratic and not autocratic in their methods and tendencies. The officers help to 
formulate, not dictate, policies which the rank and file are bound to follow. 


POLITICAL ACTION. 


Evidently an erroneous impression has gone forth as to the action of the Detroit Conven- 
tion upon the question of political action. Some have purposely misconstrued the resolution and 
action of that Convention. They have pretended to say that the Federation had declared against 
political action by the working people. 

Such was not the action taken, nor was any word expressed at the last Convention against 
any action of a political nature which the working people may desire to take. Our affiliated 
Unions are guaranteed autonomy and independence. If they deem independent political action 
advisable, or if they desire to take political action by which to pledge candidates for public 
offices, to stand by the advocates of labor measures and reward them, or to punish at the polls 
those who are inimical to their interests, these are matters entirely relegated to each organiza- 
tion, without dictation or hindrance. ‘ 

What the Convention declared was, that a political party, as a party, known by any name, 
has no right to representation in the Trade Union councils. That position is in line with the 
policy of the labor movement. It is recognized the world over in the Trade Union movement. 
It is recognized by a large majority of the political party which forced this question to an 
issue, and advocated by only a very few, who desire to make the Trade Unions the tale to 
their political kite. 

At the last Convention I took the ground that the Trade Unions were broad enough and 
liberal enough to admit of all shades of thought upon the economic, political and social ques: 
tions. I reiterate that statement, and accentuate it with whatever force or ability may be at 
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my command, and repeat, that good standing membership in a Trade Union is the first qualifica- 
tion to a voice in the councils of the Trade Union movement. 


WOMAN’S LABOR. 


One of the consequences of‘ modern industry has been the forcing of women and girls into 
the factories and workshops, not that the result may inure to their benefit, but to the injury 
of the male workers. 

Hood’s “Song of the Shirt” has just as much cause to be sung to-day as it had when writ- 
ten, and when it caused a thrill to humanity and cast a blush upon the cheeks of the people, 
Now, however, we trace the cause of the wrongs inflicted upon the women workers, and find 
that it is due to a lack of that one factor, by which it is at all possible to raise them from the 
sloughs of poverty, despair and helplessness, namely—organization. 

he lack of organization among our sisters of labor is the main cause of their misery, and 
the unfair discrimination in the wages paid and consideration given to them. 

I commend to your consideration the absolute necessity of taking special action looking to a 
systematic agitation for the organization of the women wage-workers. To give a clearer insight 
to the delegates to this Convention, invitations have been extended to two women (who have 
given this question particular study) to read a brief paper each before this Convention. 


CHILD LABOR. 


There have been several laws passed by our State legislatures in the interest of the working 
people, particularly those which secure the wages of the working people through a lien on the 
product of the idbever: in a few instances the age being raised before which children can be 
employed at any occupation. There is much to be desired in this latter instance, since, in many 
cases, exceptions have been made in the application of the laws to “mercantile establishments.” 
The employment of children at young and tender ages in the stores and basements of mercantile 
pree< ¥ ae as barbarous and inhuman as it is in the factory and workshop, and should be 
prohibited. 

Congress having been so thoroughly engrossed with the tariff question, there has been no 
opportunity for a discussion being had upon the constitutional amendment to prohibit the labor 
of children, and it was therefore deemed inadvisable to introduce the amendment at the last 
session. The incoming Executive should have the amendment introduced in the present 
Congress. 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 


The petition to Congress in favor of submitting an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States to the several States for ratification, granting the right of suffrage to women, 
was printed and circulated. It affords me pleasure to say that the petition was signed by more 
than two hundred and seventy thousand organized workmen, and placed in the hands of the 
committee having that subject specially in charge. 

It is not vain to hope that the time is not far distant when women, who are amenable to the 
laws of our country and States, shall have the right of a voice in framing them equal to her 
brother. 

JEFFERSON BORDEN MUTINEERS. 


Pursuant to instructions m, donation waited upon the President of the United States and 
presented a petition for executive clemency for Geo. Miller and E. W. Clark, and an opportu- 
nity was given us for an oral hearing by the President. We were received cordially, the Ptesi- 
dent assuring us that the matter will receive his earnest consideration as soon as that portion 
of his duties in connection with the convening of Congress will permit. This case presents one 
of brutality and tyranny exercised over the two seamen, which is of a too common practice in 
our merchant marine service. The men who go down to the sea in ships have very few to say 
a word for them in public life, and it behooves us as the representatives of the wage-workers of 
the country to stand by them, to see that they are fairly treated, that when punishment is 
inflicted upon them for any offense it shall not be as brutal and unjustifiable as the autocratic 
‘master’, of the ship usually deals out to the men. 


ASSESSMENTS. 


In compliance with the resolution of the last Convention the law for the assistance of Local 
Trade Unions affiliated to the Federation, in cases of difficulties, was drafted and submitted to 
the Executive Council, who approved it. The matter would have been submitted to the local 
Unions for approval were it not for the fact that about that time a feeling of dissatisfaction 
was manifested on the part of several of our National and International Unions with the exist- 
ing law of assessments, some of the Union’s officers stating their determination to propose the 
repeal of the law at this Convention. In consequence, it seemed that it would be placing our 
organization in a peculiar position in providing for a defense fund for Local Unions, if the 
assessment and defense funds were to be abolished by the National Unions, hence I deemed 
it advisable to await the action of this Convention before submitting the law to a vote of the 
Local Unions. In any event, even should this Convention maintain the present assessment law 
for trade difficulties, it would be wise to have the proposed law submitted to a committee repre- 
senting I,ocal Unions in this Convention. 


HIGHER DUES AND THEIR RESULTS. 


In connection with the subject of taxation and assessments of affiliated Unions to support 
each other when engeged in trade difficulties to defend their position against the encroachments 
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of their employers,, or to make advances to promote and improve their condition, I desire 
to add what I have often repeated both in my reports to previous Conventions and elsewhere, that 
those Unions which have a good financial system have ever been on the increase in their mem- 
bership. That there is no means by which the reductions in wages are prevented and ever keeps 
onward and forward in its growth, influence and power to maintain and raise the vantage ground 
of their members than high dues. 

It is false economy to suppose that success in a Trade Union results from small initiation 
fees and low dues. It is idle to imagine and at variance with experience that organizations 
grow when the initiation fees and dues of Unions are small. It may be true that a Union may 
be organized and gain a number in its fold upon the cry of low dues, but I am sure the history 
of the !ubor movement will demonstrate beyond a doubt that such organizations have been but 
of a transitory character. 

Our Unions should charge a fair initiation fee and high dues. It is likely that they will 
not receive large accessions of membership spasmodically, but the growth will be steady and 
continuous. From the large dues paid our Unions should and can be of permanent benefit to 
their members. Our Trade Unions should contain the benevolent as well as the protective 
features. They should be the defenders and protectors of the wage-workers in every sphere of 
life. It has been ably said that in all past history it has always been the ‘“‘remnant” in society 
that has saved it from retrogression and barbarism. So with the Trade Unions; they are the 
“remnant” in the present society that must save the people from retrogression and barbarism. 
Our Trade Unions are the germs of the future society based upon honesty, fair dealing and a 
broader conception of human rights. 


FREE SPEECH AND ASSEMBLAGE. 


Within the past few years there has been a direct purpose and what appears to be a tacit 
understanding among the authorities of our several States and municipalities to violate one of the 
fundamental principles and rights guaranteed to the people. The right of free assemblage and 
free speech has been won at the sacrifice of thousands of lives and of fortunes untold. Yet 
the right of free speech and free assemblage is as much in question to-day as it was centuries 
ago. 

We may have little, if any, sympathy with the expressions of those who are opposed to our 
system of government, or we may be their outspoken antagonists, but we should at all times 
maintain the constitutional rights of the people, of free speech and free assemblage. It requires 
but a stretch of authority to interfere and break up the meetings of our Unions as was recently 
the case with the Painters’ Union of Chicago, and still others reported to us. 


K. OF L. PROPOSITIONS. 


A few days ago a communication was received from the officers of the Knights of Labor 
containing a series of resolutions. They are in the nature of propositions to this convention 
for a mutual recognition of cards and labels issued by that organization or by the American 
Federation of Labor or its affiliated unions. 

hese propositions have been extensively published and widely discussed. My views of 
them are too well known to require a reiteration of them here. I prefer to and do submit them 
to you herewith for such action as you in your judgment may take, uninfluenced by any words 
of mine. 
LOCAL CENTRAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS. 


Experience has shown that Local Central Labor Organizations have been vastly beneficial 
auxiliaries to the labor movement. Their organization should be cultivated and promoted. 

In a few instances, however, it must be noted that some of the LocaleUnions attached to 
National and International Unions, affiliated to the American Federation of Labor, instead of 
co-operating with those organizations with which they have a common polity and interest, have 
used their power and influence to not only antagonize other affiliated Unions, but have also 
directly antagonized the work, interest and laws of the American Federation of Labor. 

would recommend the passage of a law or resolution by this Convention that would 
express the sense of this body that all affiliated organizations should more closely combine and 
use their influence to further our general movement, and that any Local Union failing to act 
upon that principle should not receive the aid and influence of this Federation in any matter to 
advance its interests until the Union returns to its duty. 


PERMANENT CENSUS. 


A few weeks ago the Superintendent of the Census of the United States wrote, stating that 
the Senate of the United States adopted a resolution calling upon the Secretary of the Interior 
to advise’the Senate upon the feasibility of having a permanent Census Bureau. The subject 
matter was referred to the Superintendent of the Census, and he,asked my views as President 
of the American Federation of Labor upon the subject. 

Since the answer was necessary to be made and incorporated in the reports of the Depart- 
ment before the opening of the present session of the Fifty-second Congress, I answered, stating 
therein that I would submit the subject for the approval or disapproval of this Convention. 
My answer in substance was, that to secure accurate data the Department should necessarily be a 
permanent one; that the discharge of the officials each decennial wasted the experience gained; 
that the Census Bureau could perhaps be more advantageously conducted under the direction 
of the Department of Labor, such as is now done in Massachusetts, and that the enumeration 
of the population could be ascertained early and made public at once, while the other statistical 
information could be issued from time to time with greater accuracy and economy than is now 
possible. 
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The letter of the Superintendent, together with a copy of my reply, is herewith submitted 
to your consideration, with the request that you will formulate either an endorsement, modifica- 
tion or disapproval of the position taken. 


BUREAUS OF LABOR STATISTICS. 


In many States Bureaus of Labor Statisticse have been created, and, as a rule, the work 
commendably performed. We now have 28 Bureaus of Labor Statistics in the United States 
besides the Department of Labor at Washington. 

In connection with this subject it would be well to consider the advisability of having the 
several State Bureaus more intimately associated by a law and common policy with the United 
States Department of Labor. By such a system we could have a greater degree of uniformity 
and a given subject investigated simultaneously by the various bureaus, and thus carry out the 
idea suggested in having the census of the United States carried on by a permanent Depart- 
ment of Labor with the co-operation of the various State Bureaus of Labor Statistics. 


LABOR DAY. 


The first Monday in September being now so generally recognized by law and custom as a 
holiday in our several States, it seems to me that this Convention should demand the passage of 
a law by Congress recognizing that day as a legal holiday in the District of Columbia and the 
Territories under the direct jurisdiction of the general Government of the United States. 


UNION LABELS. 


The last Convention directed that a label be issued for the product of the members of the 
American Federation of Labor who have no other label of their own. Although the label has 
not been in great demand, I attribute it to the fact that we have had very little opportunity to 
make its issuance generally known. . 

In connection with the issuance of the label it would be proper to call your attention to the 
fact that a decision was recently rendered by a Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of 
Pennsylvania, which, if allowed to stand, would he one of the severest blows which could be 
inflicted upon the rights of organized labor. It questions our right to issue a label certifying 
to the character of the product bearing it. In fact, the decision of Judge Williams is, that 
inasmuch as the wage-workers do not own the product, they cannot have a label certifying to 
the character of the labor employed in its production. A more unjust decision, in the interest 
of the wealth possessors, and against the wealth producers, has seldom been rendered even in 
the darkest days of jurisprudence. 

Your attention is called to this decision because if it is upheld it will render nugatory all 
efforts to place a label on the product of Union labor. It is probably the first time that forgery 
and counterfeiting have been given judicial and official sanction. 

The officers of the ensuing term should be empowered to co-operate with the affiliated Unions 
in order to secure such legislation as may be necessary to overcome the obstacles presented or 
a reversal of the decision of the Court in question. 


PACIFIC COAST. 


When on the lecture tour in the miners’ interests, I reached San Francisco, I placed myself 
in communication with the Executive of the Brewery Workmen’s Union of the Pacific Coast, 
and endeavored earnestly to work to bring about a settlement of the differences between them 
and the National Brewery Worknfen’s Union. The subject matter necessitated a number of 
visits and a large amount of correspondence. 

I regret very much to say that no adjudication of the trouble has been accomplished thus 
far. I deem this case of sufficient importance to bring it before the attention of this Convention, 
because of the resolution passed at the Detroit Convention in suspending the Federated Trades 
Council of the Pacific Coast from the American Federation of Labor, because it admitted to 
representation the Brewery Workers’ Union of the Pacific Coast. 

Since last year a Convention was held of all the Unions of the Pacific Coast, taking in an 
area from Spokane, Washington, to and inclusivé of California and British Columbia. That 
Convention practically established a ‘‘Federation’”’ outside of the American Federation of Labor, 
and I see in it, (unless some arrangement is made by which the difficulties referred to shall 
be adjusted) two organizations with the same purposes in view, having Local Unions repre- 
sented in each, and which scarcely can work on parallel lines. 

Sooner or later greater conflicts will arise, and instead of fraternally aiding each other we 
may see internecine strife in the Trade Union movement of our country. 

_ I trust that this matter will receive your earnest consideration, and that you will take some 
action which may, in a measure, bring peace and unity with the Brewery Workers’ Unions 
which are primarily in interest in this matter, and from which the whole Trade Union movement 
will either be benefited or injured. 

BOYCOTTS. 


Upon the question of boycotts I desire to impress upon your mind the resolution adopted 
at _ St. Louis Convention upon the report of the committee having that subject under consid- 
eration. 

Every local organization seems to take upon itself the right to levy boycotts and spread 
them before the entire country. It seems to me that before people should be asked to taboo 
a product of any firm, opportunity should be given for investigation, and no boycott recognized 
unless approved by the Conventions, ‘or the Executive Council in the interim of the Conven- 
tions of the Federation. 
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The boycott is a very powerful weapon in the hands of the wage workers, but if put on 
a firm unfairly, promisciously or without investigation it is likely to react upon us and destroy 
the usefulness of that method to obtain our rights. 

Then again, organizations entirely foreign and antagonistic to the Trade Unions and the 
American Federation of Labor have depended in a large degree in carrying out boycotts to a 
successful termination upon the Trade Unions affiliated to the American Federation of Labor. 

Several boycotts placed on unfair firms by the American Federation of Labor have termin- 
ated successfully. 

_I trust that this Convention will take some action by which it will distinctly formulate 
decisive action in reference to the levying and supporting of boycotts. 


A. F. OF L., GENERAL ORGANIZERS. 


It would be manifestly unjust were I not to take this opportunity of commending the work 
performed by the wage-workers who, in a spirit of valor and self-sacrifice, have without reward, 
or hope of reward, accepted commissions as general organizers for the American Federation of 
Labor, and who have done heroic and noble work to advance the great cause of Unionism. 

I cannot find words sufficiently expressive to convey my appreciation of their nobleness of 
character and disinterested efforts in extending the beneficent effects of organization among our 
fellow-workers. 

CONCLUSION. 


In concluding this report, and placing in your hands the work performed in the past year, I 
desire to take occasion to say that I am keenly mindful of the fact that, without the co-operation 
of my colleagues on the Executive Council and the officers of the Trade Unions of our country, 
much of the good work done could not have been successful. 

We stand before the world to-day aggressively declaring our unalterable determination to 
work out in the lines laid down to secure the gradual amelioration and final emancipation of the 
toiling masses. In that work it behooves. us to be ever on the alert, always willing to perform 
our duties, each contributing his share of effort and good will, and if necessary sacrifices 
towards the advancement of our grand movement and the attainment of the objects of our 
great cause. 

To those who may look forward and sometimes become discouraged I appeal to take a retro- 
spective glance and see what advances we have already made, what inroads in the citadels of 
the enemy have already been achieved, and we will all be nerved on to still greater efforts in 
the impending struggles, fully convinced that the future is ours. 


SECRETARY EVANS’ ANNUAL, REPORT. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Eleventh Annual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor: 


Fellow-Workingmen.—As representatives of the Trades Unions affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, we are called together again in compliance with the provisions made 
by our Constitution, and it gives me’ pleasure to meet the delegates here assembled on this 
occasion. 

In presenting my annual report for your consideration I shall endeavor to make it as brief as 
I can, and at the same time comprehensive enough to embrace every feature of the finances 
of our organizatién in a manner that will do justice to myself and the constituents represented 
at this annual meeting. In accord with my duties as Secretary, financial reports have been 
—_—- every quarter giving a detailed account of our finances and sent to all unions 
affiliated. 

During the term ending October 31st, 1891, 246 charters have been issued to unions in thirty 
States as follows: 
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, Charters have also been granted to ten National Unions, which make a total of 256 during 
the year. 


ba following statement will show receipts and expenses from November 1, 1890, to October 
31, 1891: 
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RECEIPTS. 

Per Capita Tax and Supplies ................05- $12,731.30 
Assessments Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5...........45 1,636.32 
PONE TROD 0055s cave a sduscnbocrine 2,907,22 
Donations ...... ...... Sane” HcwMlnw Wace :0.060b 4 ere 427.52 
Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1890 .........eeeeeeeee 3,644.07 

Total Receipts ..... Diets Wastes aint vas eine M6 $21,346.43 

EXPENDITURES 

Printing ..... ine CADE See Babe ease Sede cue $1,023.50 
co a A ee Cor ee see cine ate 2,279.74 
SUNORETY. own cdevic vince ssiids coevees wevees 89.00 
Fixtures, etc., for Office ...c.6.0 ccccccvccccecs 268.22 
PN, Ro iasck. Sede capa Seeese werenae> 110.56 
Expressage.... ..... aCe | Seige eis) a bade cis ore 267.35 
Postage and Stamped Envelopes ................4. 621.80 
Rent, Puel, Gas, Cte....... ecess sessecsevece 567.14 
Salaries and Clerk Hire ..... .... cece eeeeeeeee 4,297.40 
Traveling and Organizing ... .......0 ccs e eee eeee 1,135.95 
Strike Assistance (Loaned) ....... ..... ceeeeeee 2,060.00 
Strike Assistance (Donated) ......... ...... soos, SOS 
RE a 5bdcsasincnke Voeles AbbSS e Koleese 139.41 

. Shoas SGN Ie ChadO Se shee o eee $13,190.07 

NE acc Sale da Nice kceece. SaheEw ee SOeLSESERERS $ 8,156.36 


In looking over the above statement it will be observed that $4,543.54 has been received for 
assessments and $427.52 donated, making a total of $5,071.06. From this amount $2,000 has 
been loaned to the United Mine Workers of America; $60 to the Saddle and Harness Makers’ 
National Union; $230 donated to the Architectural Iron Workers’ Union No. 5211, and $100 to 
the Saddle and Harness Makers’ National Union, making a total loaned and donated of $2,390. 
By deducting the loans and donations made from the amount of assessments and donations 
received, we have a balance of $2,681.06 for assessments, and by adding to this amount 
$1,647.24 assessments in the treasury from last year we have a total of $4,328.30 for assessments 
and $3,828.06 in the’general fund, leaving a total balance in the treasury of $8,156.36. 


COMPARATIVE SUMMARY. 


1887. 
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UNTO aes se, Gees céskasdadereubun $4,538.50 
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Balance ...... Tees eee Se eS ee a ——-—— $604.83 
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: 1890, 
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1891 

Total BAM 06a. vives coesne pees seceeees $21,346.43 
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In addition to the loans and donations made, as above stated, I beg to inform you that 
during the strike of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners at Pittsburg, Pa., Bro. 
P. J. McGuire, General Secretary, asked the Executive Council for a loan of $3,500 to assist the 
carpenters in their struggle at that time with the understanding that the money be returned. 

The Executive Council agreed to make the loan on condition named, and the money was 
loaned and returned as agreed upon. 

At the request of the United Mine Workers’ officials two thousand dollars were loaned to 
them during the strike of the Iowa miners on the following conditions: 

., “That the A. F. of-L. will loan the U. M. W. of A. the sum of two thousand dollars to 
aid the Iowa striking miners, and that if the forthcoming convention of the A. F. of L. decides 
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that the sum shall be donated to your organization that course shall be pursued; but if, on the 
other hand, the convention should decide not to donate the money, the U. M. W. of A. to 
return the same to the A. F. of L. In the meantime, and until the convention has decided 
upon the matter, the money to be regarded simply as a loan.” 

The above proposition was accepted and the money forwarded to the secretary as per 
request, and remains for the decision of this convention. 

In concluding this report, I desire to express my thanks for kind assistance rendered by all 
members of the Executive Council in the discharge of my duties. Our relations have been of 
the most friendly kind in all our business transactions and are highly appreciated. 

The work of the past year has developed many things that will serve to educate and help 
to formulate legislation for the wage earners. hat mistakes have been made no one will 
question, but in the discussions that will arise during the proceedings of our present annual 
gathering, let our motto be legislation for the relief of the masses as against the selfish greed 
of the few; let the knowledge we have gained by bitter experience act as a guide for us in 
the future to avoid as much as possible a repetition of the errors of the past. 

The Trade Union Movement is doing a noble work in the line of reform. We are not 
making as rapid progress as we should. We are reducing the misery and degradation of the 
wage earning class, however (the statement to the contrary notwithstanding). Let us move on- 
ward. Press our claims for justice to the wealth producers, and follow the lines marked out by 
the Trades Unions affiliated with the American Federation of Labor and success is ours. 


Truly yours, 
CHRIS. EVANS, Secretary. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Eleventh Annual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor: : 3 
Brothers:—During the year I have acted as Treasurer of the A. F. of L. the following 
amounts have been received by me from Secretary Chris. Evans, and the warrants given in this 
report have been paid: 





1890. RECEIPTS. 
Nov. 1, Balance received from Treasurer H. Emrich....... $3,644 07 
Nov. 5, Received from Treasurer H. Emrich .............. 179 92 
Nov. 26, Received from Treasurer H. Emrich .............. 284 74 
Nov. 29, Received from Treasurer H. Emrich............... 1,049 70 
. Dites 3%; Cammy From Chitin. Bvat®e oo ccc cc vccccccccecsccsces 1,051 61 
Dee, 392, Cash from Chirts.. Evans... .cccsccccces ened. sam 505 92 

1891. 

we. «a Ce S00 COR, WM 6 iio cic ck cs cenccesesesecs 673 61 
lg Se sno cncceanesecetseonseeenses 1,481 26 
es) (Why CA SPOON GP, VNR oc on wctsincceseccdvcescees 20 00 
Wem. 19, Cah from Ciris, Evan. oc... ccccccccveccncsscecs 108 30 
ee By Ge TOU, Ce, VRB oic sc escccnccdceedececes 776 63 
BES, Si, Gee SPOM GM OG g nc cicccctccdcvsevcsceste 993 81 
ie. SO, Clee TiO GC PGR og cccdaccwedeccccssene «+ 1,759 99 
SS. 20, Come From Cite, TVGNGs cc cecccccccccccctcess +. 236 99 
Bea S05 Caeee frome. COG. BVO s 6 ccc cccccccccsessccscnese 1,592 48 
ne. 20) Cum Sree Coes TOORIR so. ccc ccncccsecessccccese 1,609 86 
are. «22, Cage Freeh Chie. BVOS so cisco ccccsedsscesecscess 19541 21 
be ee Be Ee ee eae errr 1 65 
FUG. Sh, Gee SPO GROW BPMs sc cnnccccccccsccaesceasé 1,024 45 
Se. «hy Cee SON CSI PWR one ce cenecsseesacnscess 363 92 
Cees Sy, Ce SU CRO, TENOR occ ccciccévcccenecatecess 990 05 
Ce: Se, Cee SU COU: PINIIDS oncicc ce ccbncisiccccccecuans 1,456 26 
RO MI ce “deacn. scare Abesdhansananneneaee $21,346 43 

1890. EXPENSES. 


Nov. 31, Paid Warrants, 397-424 
Dec. 31, Paid Warrants, 425-473 
1891. 

= 31, Paid Warrants, 
eb. 28, Paid Warrants, 
Mar. 31, Paid Warrants, 
‘pr. 30, Paid Warrants, 

ay 30, Paid Warrants, 
yene 30, Paid Warrants, 
uly 31, Paid Warrants, 
Aug. 31, Paid Warrants, 
Sept. 30, Paid Warrants, 
Oct. 31, Paid Warrants, 











Total Expenses .......... atk Reweehtiwuneacuewdl cae $13,190 07 
ECT CC EE Pee ound dem wauwenemnaan an $21,346 43 
DEE Secitens sccee cancurds hWiuncce viene _13,190 07 

Nov. 1, Balance in hands of Treasurer ................... $ 8,156 36 
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The above financial statement shows the Federation to be in a healthy condition, and 
gives a very creditable increase in the funds since the last convention. 

As Treasurer of the Federation, and with the additional knowledge derived from acting as a 
member of the Executive Council, I most respectfully recommend for your careful consideration 
the advisability of striking out of the Constitution of the Federation all of Article VIII, 


“Strikes and Lockouts.” 


First. Because I believe said article to be in direct conflict with the fundamental principle 
of the Federation guaranteeing the autonomy of each affiliated organization. 
Second. Because the collection of such assessments can only be made from a few of the 


—- organizations. 
h 


ird. Because the amount that can be so collected is so small that it is only a delusion to 
organizations that depend upon it for assistance in case of any great strike or lock-out. 

Fourth. Because so long as the Federation has such a law most of the Unions in trouble 
will apply for assistance, and the necessity of refusal by the Federation Council causes discon- 
tent and luke-warmness in the fealty toward the Federation of the Unions refused assistance. 

Fifth. For the further reason that I am thoroughly convinced that the energies of the 
Federation can be devoted in other channels than interfering with strikes that will more rapidly 
and permanently enhance the welfare and prosperity of the Federation and every organization 


affiliated therewith. 


I would further call your attention to the fact that there are still a number of great 
National and International Unions not affiliated with the Federation, and would recommend that 
this Convention adopt some aggressive plan of campaign in order to convince such Unions of 
the necessity of solidarity in the labor movement and secure their affiliation. 

In conclusion, I desire to express my hearty appreciation of the many courtesies and kind- 
nesses received from President Gompers and Secretary Evans during my term of office, also to 
the other members of the Executive Council for the uniform cordiality with which they have 
at all times acted toward me. Hoping my administration of the business as Treasurer of the 
Federation will meet with your approval, I remain, 


Report of Committee on Credentials con- 
tinued. Committee reported in favor of seat- 
ing Adam Bunner as delegate for Federal 
Labor Union No. 5368, Newark, Ohio. Report 
was concurred in. 

Committee on Credentials recommended the 
consideration of the case of the Pacific Coast 
Union to the Convention. 

Recommendation was concurred in, and on 
motion, the delegate was allowed to state his 
case to the Convention. 

Delegate Furuseth, of San Francisco, went 
fully into the question, dealing exhaustively 
with the facts, and appealing to the Conven- 
tion to deal justly by his people. He made 
an exceedingly clear, eloquent and _ forcible 
speech—a speech remarkable for its logic, and 
absence of superfluous phrases. 

Delegate Bechtold entered his protest against 
the admission of the San Francisco delegate 
He said it would be obnoxious to the Na- 
tional Brewers’ Union. 

Delegate Williams, of the Committee on 
Credentials, said Mr. Bechtold had frankly 
told him that he felt it his duty to protest 
against the admission of the San Francisco 
delegate. But Mr. Williams had been assured 
by Mr. E. T. Plank, for years President of 
the International Typographical Union, that 
the San Francisco delegate represented the 
right, and he believed Mr. Plank. 

Delegate Lennon said the question was one 
of great interest to labor in the United States. 
He testified that there was a growing desire 


Fraternally yours, 
JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer. 


on the Pacific Coast for independent action, 
and the admission of the delegates from San 
Francisco would check that spirit and finally 
wipe it out. For the good of the labor move- 
ment, he hoped the delegate would be ad- 
mitted, 

Delegate Carney did not wish to oppose the 
seating of the San Francisco delegate, but 
he questioned the wisdom of such action. 
They should be careful lest they encourage 
insubordination. They should not let sym- 
pathy lead them astray. 

Delegate Valentine, San Francisco, believed 
that if any local union was guilty of insubor- 
dination it should be suspended. The San 
Francisco Brewers’ Union “had been sus- 
pended for not paying an assessment, not on 
account of the money involved, but because 


‘ they knew it to be unjust. Money was no 


object in the matter. 


Delegate. Harris, New York, had been in- 
structed by the people he represented to pro- 
test against the admission of the San Fran- 
cisco delegate. The* assessment under discus- 
sion had not been levied illegally. The Na- 
tional Brewers’ Union was in affiliation with 
the American Federation, and it should be 
sustained in its fight with an insubordinate 
union, 

Delegate Currier, Chicago, thought the mat- 
ter ought to be referred to a special committee 
for consideration and report. 


Delegate Jones inoved that a special com- 
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mittee be appointed to act in the matter, and 
report Tuesday morning. 

Delegate Delabar opposed the motion. He 
thought the Convention intelligent and well 
informed enough to act directly. They had 
nothing to do with the quarrel between the 
National Brewers’ organization and a_ local 
society; they had to do with the constitu- 
tional question involved. It was contrary to 
the constitution of the American Federation of 
Labor for any general organization to harbor 
a suspended local association. 

Delegate Dold, Aurora, favored the admis- 
sion of the San Francisco delegate. 

Delegate Doherty favored the appointment 
of a special committee. 

Delegate Foster raised the point of order 
that the matter had been settled at Detroit last 
year, and the question could now be reached 
only by a motion to reconsider the action of 
the Detroit Convention in suspending the 
Trades Council. : 

The chair decided that the point of ‘lal was 
not well taken. 


Delegate Lloyd, of Boston, thought that be- 
fore the delegates could be legally seated they 
would have to obtain the consent of the Inter- 
national Brewers. He thought that discipline 
should be enforced. Trade-unionism depended 
for life upon discipline. 

After the discussion ended, it was moved 
that upon the payment of the tax they were 
in arrears that the delegate be seated. 

Moved that the matter be referred to a 
special committee of five, to be appointed, and 
report to-morrow morning, December 15, 1891. 

An amendment by Delegate Foster, that the 
suspension of the Pacifiic Coast Union be 
temporarily removed pending decision of Exec- 
utive Council, was ruled out of Order. 

After considerable discussion on the subject, 
the previous question being called, the motion 
to refer was adopted and the committee ap- 
pointed, as follows. 

H. Blackmore, J. J. Byron, F. H. Smead, 
J. E. Faulkner, W. E. Shields. 

Upon motion, the Convention adjourned un- 
til 9 A. M., December 15, 1891. 


SECOND DAY—Morning Session. 


December 15, 1891. 

Convention called to order, with President 
Gompers in the chair, at 9 A. M. 

On roll being called the following delegates 
were absent: 

Currier, Cavanagh, Valentine, Metcalf, Fox, 
Byron, McGuire, Kliver, Applcnaean, McNeill, 
Strigel, Delabar, Speyer, Skiffington, McGill, 
Foster, Thos, I. Kidd, Lanagan, Carney, Do- 
herty, Stillman, Boyer, Frank A. Kidd, Rob- 
ertson, D. Harris, Beisenherz, Lobenberg, Mc- 
Bride, Rae, Jones, Lennon, Faulkner, Burtt, 
DeVore, White. 

Minutes of previous day’s sessions were read 
and approved. 

Communication from J. J. Alston, Tus- 
caloosa, Ala., was read and ordered filed. 

The following telegram from the Waiters’ 
and Bartenders’ National Union was read and 
ordered placed on the minutes: 

New York, Dec. 13, 1891. 
Samuel Gompers, President, and Delegates of 

American Federation of Labor in Conven- 

tion assembled, Erswell’s Hall, Birmingham. 

Fellow Workmen—Greetings. The Waiters’ 
and Bartenders’ National Union of the United 
States, unable to be represented by delegation, 
conveys heatty sympathies and best wishes to- 
ward the success of your endeavors for the 
emancipation of wage-workers. 

JULIUS LECKEL, 
National Secretary. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES. 


Moved that owing to the absence of the re- 
port that the rules of the former Convention 
of the A. F. of L. be adopted pending the 
report of committee. Agreed to. 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
PACIFIC COASP UNION. 


Committee reported progress and asked for 
further time, which was granted. 

Auditing Committee made the following re- 
port: 


REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE. 


Birmingham, Ala, Dec. 14, 1891. 


To Ps Officers and Delegates of the A. F. 

of L.: 

Mr. McNamara, one of the committee ap- 
pointed as an auditor by the Executive Coun- 
cil, not being present, we, the undersigned, 
proceed with our work of auditing the books, 
pepers and accounts of the, Secretary and 

reasurer. 

Gentlemen—We, your committee, appointed 
by the Executive Counci? to audit the ac- 
counts of the Secretary and Treasurer of this 
body for the past twelve months, beg leave to 
state that we have carefully examined the 
same. We have found the books in good 
order and carefully kept and the finances in 
such shape as to leave no doubt in our minds 
as to the efficiency and trustworthiness of 








eaneclingnar 


your Secretary and Treasurer. The result 
of our labors are as follows: 


Balance in Treasurer’s hands at last 





BOS is 5-c5 dp. Sue) bhleW Renta Eoe.0's $ 3,644.07 
Per capita Tax and Supplies...... 12,731.30 
Assessments Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.. 1,636.32 
Assessment No. 6 ........eeeeeeee 2,907.22 
EN 6S ccs c0h- os, ake aso 427.52 

Total receding: ..6.+- srccseves $21,346.43 
Total amount of expenditures .. 13,190.07 
Balance on hand ... ......... $ 8,156.36 


Thanking your worthy Secretary for valu- 
able assistance, your committee respectfully 


.submit the above ona. 


E. igo 
Gee f “0 NORTON, 
Committee. 


On motion, report was received and ordered 
printed in the proceedings. 

Owing to the absence of S. Freeman, Assis- 
tant Secretary, Mr. Jerri Dennis, was ap- 
pointed Assistant Secretary and the appoint- 
ment was approved by the Convention. 

On part of the Committee on Rules, Dele- 
gate Daniel Harris made the following re- 
port: 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Conven- 
tion: 

Your Committee on Rules beg leave to 
make the following rules for the governing 
of he Convention: 

The Convention shall be called to order 
at ° ~, M., adjourn at 12 M. to reassemble at 
P. M. and to continue in session until 5 


2 Every delegate when he rises to speak 
shall respectfully address the Chair. hile 
speaking he shall confine himself to the ques- 
tion. 

3. Should two or more rise to speak at the 
same time the Chair shall decide who is en- 
titled to the floor. 

4. No delegate shall interrupt another in 
his remarks, unless it be to call him to order. 

5. If a delegate while speaking be called to 
order he shall, at the request of the Chair, 
take his seat ‘until the question of order is 
determined, when, if permitted, he may proceed 
again 

6. A’ delegate shall not speak more than 
once on the same subject or question, until 
all who wish to speak shall have had an oppor- 
tunity to do so; nor more than twice without 
permission from the house; nor any longer 
than five minutes at one time; without per- 
mission. 

7. A question shall not be subject to debate 


‘until it has been seconded, and stated from 


the Chair, and it shall be reduced to writing at 
the —_—_ of any member. 
hen a question is before the house no 
Pe %.. shall be in order, except to adjourn, to 
refer, for the previous question, to postpone 
indefinitely, to postpone for a certain time, to 
divide, or to amend, which motions shall sev- 
erally have precedence in the order herein 
— 
A ein to lay on the table shall be put 
elthou deba 
10. A salen for a reconsideration shall not 
be received unless made by a delegate who 
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voted in the majority, and shall require a 
two-thirds vote. 

11. Any delegate who may not be present 
to answer his name at roll call shall be marked 
absent by the Secretary. But in the event of 
being urfavoidably absent, shall have the privi- 
lege of reporting to the Secretary. 

12. The previous question shall only be put 
= called for by at least ten delegates. 

All questions not herein provided for 
shail be decided according to Cushing’s Man- 
ua 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


1. Roll-call of officers and delegates. 

_ 2. Reading minutes of previous day’s ses- 
sion. 

. Report of Committee. on Credentials. 
. Reports of Officers. 

Reports of Regular Committees. 

. Reports of Special Committees. 

. Unfinished business. 

New business. 

. — and installation of officers. 

10. Good of the Federation, 

11. Adjournment. : 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

H. LLOYD, Chairman; 
D. HARRIS, Secretary; 
R. BRAUNSCHWEIG, 
GUS LANAGAN. 

On motion that we adopt the report. 
amended by Delegate Blackmore, that the lat- 
ter clause of Section 11, referring to absen- 
tees, be stricken out. Amendment lost. 

Delegate Kidd amended to strike out words 
“two-thirds” in Section 10 and insert ‘“ma- 
jority.” Amendment adopted. 

On motion the report as amended was 
adopted. 

Committee on Credentials resumed their re- 
port, and reported favorably to the seating 
of Delegate Anthony Toppin, alternate for 
Dallas Federation of Labor, and Henry Kret- 
low, proxy for J. O’Brien, of Federated Trades 
Assembly, Portland, Ore. 

On motion the report was concurred in. 

By common consenf, Delegate O. A. Wil- 
liams of International Typographical Union 
was allowed to state to the Convention the con- 
dition of the printers on strike at Pittsburg, 


* Pa. At the close of his remarks Delegate 


O. A. Williams made a motion that the Con- 
vention donate $3,000 to aid the printers to 
carry their case to the State Supreme Court 
of Pennsylvania. 

- By Delegate McNeill: 

RESOLVED, That the whole matter be re- 
ferred to the incoming Executive Board, with 
authority to spend $3,000 in testing the con- 
stitutionality of the conspiracy laws in such 
case as they shall select. 

By Delegate Foster: 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor condemn in unmeasured terms the 
conspiracy laws of Pennsylvania and the recent 
decision of the Allegheny courts, which inter- 
fere with the rights of free speech and free 
men. 
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RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be instructed to heartily co-operate with the 
striking printers of Pittsburg in their effort 


‘to test the constitutionalitys of the recent en- 


joiner issued against the committee of the 
Typographical Union. 


Delegate Lennon moved that the subject mat- 
ter before the house be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions when appointed. Adopted. 


President Gompers then appointed the fol- 
lowing committee: 


President’s Report—Martin Fox. W. C. 
Boyer, J. H. Burtt, H. J. Skeffington, J. 
Barens. 

Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Report—John 
McBride, A. B. Loebenberg, ae Robert- 
son, Chas. Dold, Levi J Reaga 

Resolutions—E. L. ag —_— Valesh, 
George E. McNeill, | Metcalf, Jerre 
Dougherty. 

Laws—W. H. Kliver, Samuel Goldwater, 
Frank A. Kidd, Reese W. Prosser, Edward 
Cogan. 

Organization—W. a oe. August Dela- 
ee Owen Miller, Wm. A. Carney, Henry 
iller, 

Labels and Boycotts—Frank Fildew, John E 4 
Coughlan, Daniel Harris, C. F. Bechtold, 
Henry D. Beisenherz. 


Grievances—G. Cavanagh, James McGill, 
Charles Currier, Geo. Speyer, John Strigal. 

Local or Federated Bodies—Frank K. Fos- 
ter, Gus. Lanagan, J. C. Myers, J. E. Faulk- 
ner, W. L. Devaux. 


INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolution No. 1 referred to Committee on 
Resolutions. 

No. 2 referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Moved that a special committee of five be 


appointed on convict labor. Agreed to. 


No. 3, by Devaux, to Committee on Labor. 

No. 4, by Delegate White, referred to Com- 
mittee on Labels and Boycotts. 

5 and 6, to Committees on Boycotts. 

7, to Committee on President’s Report. 

8, 9, 10, 11, Committee on Resolutions. 

ts, Committee on President’s Report. 

13, 14, Committee on Convict Labor. 

15, 16, 17, 18, Committee on Resolutions. 

19, Committee on Constitution. 

20, Committee on Labels and Boycotts. 

21, Committee on Convict Labor. 

22, Committee on Laws. 

23, Committee on Resolutions. 

24, Committee on Laws. 

25, Committee on Organization. 

26, Committee on Grievances. 

Convention adjourned. 


SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session. 


December 15, 1891. 

Convention called to order at 2 P. M., with 
President Gompers in the chair. 

Roll called and absentees noted as follows: 

Valentine and Byron. 

Minutes of morning session read and ap- 
proved. 

Delegate Loebenberg moved that Mrs. Eva 
McDonald-Valesh be allowed a seat and voice 
in the Convention without vote. Motion 
agreed to. 

Motion of Delegate McNeill to refer eight- 
hour question, unfair immigration and K. of L. 
proposition to special committees. Agreed to. 

Moved that question of high dues in Presi- 
dent’s report be submitted to a special com- 
mittee. Motion adopted. 


Special Committee on Convict Labor—P. J. 
McGuire, John B. Rae, Jos. Valentine, W. H. 
Devore, J. C. Harding. 


A telegram from the Commercial Club of 
Indianapolis, Ind., inviting the Convention to 
hold its next annual meeting at Indianapolis, 
Ind., was read and ordered filed. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Dec. 15, 1891. 
Samuel Gompers, President: 

The Commercial Club cordially invites the 

Federation to hold its next meeting in In- 


dianapolis and will undertake to make necessary 
local arrangements. 


WM. FORTUNE, Secretary, 


A communication, with basket of flowers, re- 
ceived from Mr. Joe Franks, florist, of Birm- 
ingham, Ala., was read and accepted, with 
thanks. 

Resolutions referred to Committee on Labels 
and Boycotts: 

30, on illegal use of labels. 

35, on Union men to aid bakers. 

39, on Harness-Makers’ label. 

41, on Shoemakers’ yellow label. 

43, on Lasters’ Protective Union label. 

44, on Douglass shoe. 

48, to endorse special boycott against G. 
Ehret. 

34, on Illinois Staats Zeitung. 

42, on conspiracy laws. 

9, on uniform system of advertising. 

Report of Committee on Credentials of 
Chas. P. Fahey of Saddle and Harness Mak- 
ers’ National Union being favorable, the dele- 
gate was seated. 

Resolution referred to Committee on Wo- 
men’s Work: 

15, on lady lecturers. 

Committee on President’s Report and all 
other committees appointed at morning session 
reported progress. 








Committee on case of San Francisco Union 
read a portion of their report for the infor- 
mation of the delegates, but no action was 
taken. 

Communication extending invitations from 
Schilling and Birmingham Brewing Companies 
were read and order filed. 

President Gompers suggested that as there 
were two ladies in the hall who had been in- 
vited to read papers and .address the Conven- 
tion in the interest of working-women, that 
they be heard at this time. The suggestion 
was approved, and Delegate McNeill appointed 
to escort the ladies to the platform. 

Miss Ida M. .Van Etten was first intro- 
duced, and the paper read by her was ex- 
cellent, going largely into the evils of wo- 
man’s work, and advocating organization as 
the only remedy. It was received with ap- 
plause. 

Mrs. Eva McDonald-Valesh then gave a 
very interesting and instructive lecture on the 
evils connected with the workingwomen of 
America and the necessity for organization 
among them, which was received with loud ap- 
plause. 

Delegate McNeill moved that Bro. Hoyt 
Freeman of the Building Trades Council of 
Chicago, be allowed a seat in the Convention 
without vote. Motion agreed to. 

Resolutions referred to Committee on Res- 
olutions: 

27. On monopolistic combinations. 

29. On citizenship and trades unions. 

32. On national telegraphers. 

37. On ear doctrine of Henry George. 

46. On A. F. of L. members affiliated with 
National Guards, U. S. 

47- On organizations _ with A. F. of 
L. joining a central 

50. To request Glass Makers’ Association to 


join National Union. 

Resolutions referred to Committee on Eight 
Hours: 

= On public improvements and contracts. 

On enforcing eight hour law. 

Scccbulions referred to Committee on Or- 
ganization: 

3. On paying railroad fare to small unions 
that they may have representation. 
_ 36..On Glass Employees’ Assoeiation want- 
ing State League organized. 
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38. On rapid growth of. Clerks’ 
Union. 
49. On National, 
mn, 
On heiettion of International 
of. Sate 


Referred to Committee on Law: 

40. To strike out Sec. 1 of Art. 8 of Con- 
stitution. 

45. On State Federation. 

Delegate Harding moved that a special com- 
mittee be appointed to formulate some plan 
to organize the workingwomen, and _ report 
back to the Convention; the two ladies, Miss 
Ida M. Van Etten and Mrs. Eva McDonald- 
Valesh, to be added to the committee. Motion 
agreed to. 

Moved to print the address delivered by 
Mrs. Eva McDonald-Valesh and Miss Ida M. 
Van Etten in proceedings. 

Amended by Delegate Foster, that the Exec- 
utive Council be given discretionary power to 
have them printed in pamphlet form. 

Amendment agreed to, and motion as 
amended adopted. 

Second Vice-President Wm. A. Carney called 
to the chair. 

Delegate Harding moved to reconsider and 
strike out 5 o’clock in the report of Commit- 
tee on Rules and insert 6. On a vote being 
taken, 25 voted in favor of the motion and 
20 against. 

After considerable discussion on the part of 
several delegates it was moved to reconsider 
the entire report. 

Delegate Doherty raised a point of order, 
but no decision being rendered, the previous 
question was called, and carried by a vote of 
31 for and 24 against. 


National 
Electric Street Car Em- 


Union 


The entire then adopted as 
amended. 

Moved that smoking be prohibited in the 
hall during the remainder of the session. 


Amended by Delegate Foster, that delegates 


report was 


* be requested to refrain from smoking during 


the remainder of the session. Amendment 
agreed to, and the motion as amended adopted. 


The time having arrived, Convention ad- 
journed, 
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THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 


December 16, 1891. 
Convention called to order with President 
Gompers in the chair. 
Roll call and absentees noted: Carney, 


Frank A. Kidd, Foster, Rae, McBride, Jones. 

Minutes of afternoon session read and 
adopted as read. 

The following committees were appointed: 

On Unfair Emigration—Joseph F. Valen- 
tine, Samuel Goldwater, Adam Boner, H. H. 
Blackmore, Ernest Appelhagen. 

On Women’s Work—Mrs. Eva McDonald 
Valesh, Miss Ida M. Van Etten, A. B. Loe- 
benberg, Gus Lanagan, J. P. Jones. 

On Eight Hours—F. K. Foster, August De- 
egg Henry Kretlow, H. Lloyd, Edward Ma- 
lon 

On High Dues—John McBride, George A. 
Speyer, J. H. Burtt, Charles P. Fahey, W. J. 
Shields. : 

On K. of L. Proposition—Thomas A. Kidd, 
Martin A, Fox, Frank Valesh, John B. Len- 
non, George Cavanagh. 


Communication No. 51, from Little Rock, 
Ark., on less hours, was referred to Commit- 
tee on Eight Hours. 

Communication No. 2, from 
Tenn., referred to incoming officers. 

Communication No. 53 from Terre Haute, 
Ind., on newspaper publication, was read, noted 
and filed. 

No. 54, from Mr. F. P. Sargent, Grand Mas- 
ter Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen, of 
Terre Haute, Ind. Read and ordered filed. 

No. 55, from National Brotherhood of Brass 
Workers, Detroit, Mich., on affiliating with 
A. F. of L. Read, noted and filed. 

No. 56. Telegram from Sacramento, Cal., 
harmonizing ' Pacific Coast matters. Sek 
noted and filed. 

No. 57, from Rock Island, IIl., suggesting 
the advisability of attending convention of 
Tri-City Labor Congress at St. Louis, Mo., 
February 22, 1892. Read, noted and filed. 


Nashville, 


REPORT OF COMMITTEES. 


On Secretary’s Report—Reported progress. 

On Ladelssekae No. 9 trans- 
ferred to Committee on Labels and Boycotts. 

No. 15, on lady lecturers, transferred to 
Committee on Women’s Work. 

No. 16, on formation of International Union 
of Longshoremen, transferred to Committee on 
Organization. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
TIONS. 


MAJORITY REPORT. 


WHEREAS, A judge in one of the Courts 
of Pennsylvania has, in the judgment of this 


RESOLU- 


Convention, exceeded the authority of the 
Court and violated a principle of justice in 
enjoining union printers engaged in a contest 
to maintain and defend their interests as wage- 
workers, who have committed no act involv- 
ing a breach of the peace or violation of law; 


and, 

WHEREAS, In the judgment of this Con- 
vention, the Court in this case exceeded its 
power and jurisdiction, which if allowed to 
stand unchallenged, will be a constant menace 
to the advancement and progress of the wage- 
workers as a class, and the people as a whole; 
therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention assembled do hereby 
pronounce the edict of the said Court to be an 
unjustifiable and illegal interference with the 
liberties Frpeanteed in the bill of rights. 

RESOLVED, That we hereby direct the 
Executive Council of the American Federation 

Labor to proceed to challenge the order of 
the Court by carrying the case to the highest 
tribunal in the land, and the Executive Coun- 
cil are hereby empowered and directed to ex- 
pend a sum not exceeding three thousand dol- 
lars in the prosecution of the case referred 
to, in order that justice may be done to the 
=o and the rights of the people 
upheld 

RESOLVED, That in the event that the case 
is not carried up to the highest courts the Exec- 
utive Council may use such part or the whole 
of the above named sum to test the constitu- 
tionality of the conspiracy iaw or of any pro- 
ceedings in equity against affiliated unions or 
union men in any State of the nion. 

RESOLVED,: That we call upon. affiliated 
unions to co-operate with the, Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federafion of Labor in 


this work. 
EDW. L. DALEY, 
ERRY TS 
. Hy METCALF, 
GEO. E. McNEILL. 


MINORITY REPORT. 
By Rep. Valesh. 


WHEREAS, Conspiracy laws appear on the 
statutes of many States, and of late years it 
appears that the Courts persistently construe 
them in such a manner as to annul the most 
law-abiding efforts of labor organizations for 
a betterment of conditions; and, 

WHEREAS, Enjoinment proceedings and 
similar tactics are now employed to oppose 
strikes rather than the former methods of 
physical force to suppress laborers; and, 

WHEREAS, We see in this perversion of 
the Courts a most dangerous menace to the 
very existence of labor organi2ations, because it 
is evident that there is a concerted plan to 
make the enforcement of conspiracy laws an 
excuse for draining our treasuries and terror- 
izing our members so that the efficiency of the 
organization will be destroyed; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor hereby enters a solemn and emphatic 
protest against such unwarranted proceedings 
and the Executive Council are empowered to 
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take such steps for the repeal of such laws, 
and that it exercise its discretion in aiding 
unions in fighting enjoinment proceedings 
where the Courts have encroached upon the 
rights of labor organizations affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. 


Moved that the report be concurred in, 

Moved to substitute minority report for the 
majority report. 

After considerable discussion on both re- 
ports Rep. Lennon moved that the previous 
question be now put. Upon a vote being 
taken the most was lost. 

Delegate Doherty asked the question, whether 
delegates who are in attendance can cast the 
full vote of their organization upon an aye 
and nay vote, though a colleague of theirs may 
be absent. 

The President decided that where more than 
one delegate represented an organization the 
delegate present at the sessions could cast the 
full vote of their respective organizations 
though a colleague might be absent. That the 
organizations were entitled to the full vote as 
provided by the constitution. 

Delegate Daley appealed from the decision 
of the chair. 

Previous to the vote being taken Delegate 
Loebenberg was called to the chair, and on 
the vote being taken 29 voted for and 28 
against, and the decision of the Chair was 
sustained. 

Delegate Goldwater moved to reconsider the 
vote. 

A motion was then made to table the motion 
to reconsider. The yeas and nays being 
called for a vote was taken on tabling the mo- 
tion to reconsider, and resulted in a vote of 
1,032 yeas and 940 nays, and the motion to 
reconsider was lost. 

President Gompers again took the chair, and 
a vote was taken on the majority report in 
accordance with the rulings of the President, 
by a yea and nay vote. The minority report 
was lost, yeas 570, nays 1316. The majority 
was then adopted. 

Report of Committee on Resolutions con- 
tinued. 

Resolution No. 11, by Delegate C. M. Cur- 
rier, on protest of United States. Treasury 
Department as to landing of foreign musicians 
under contract, committee reported favorably 
and recommendation concurred in as follows: 


WHEREAS, An act of Congress established 
a law for the protection of American wage- 
workers against the unfair and unjust importa- 
tion of foreign labor, which law is known as 
the “Alien Labor Contract Law;” and, 

WHEREAS, The fact that the Treasury De- 
partment has decided that musicians imported 
under contract are not amendable to this act, 
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as they came under the exception clause as 
“artists,” which clause was only intended to 
cover the case of “‘celebrities,”” and not appli- 
cable to combinations of men to labor in the 
field of music; and, 

WHEREAS, The McKinley bill exempts 
“artists’ materials’ from duty, but place a 
duty on the “musicians’ instruments” as com- 
ing under the head of Implements of Trades- 
men;” and, 

WHEREAS, The Treasury Department has 
permitted the landing of bodies of foreign 
musicians under contract, who compete against 
against and obstruct the efforts of our Ameri- 
can musicians; 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention assembled at Birm- 
ingham, Ala., hereby publicy protest against 
the arbitrary and inconsistent decison of the 
Treasury Department in construing the pro- 
visions of the Alien Labor contract Lasd as re- 
lates to musicians in bodies as being partial, 
unjust and detrimental to the interest of law- 
abiding American citizens; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention recom- 
mend to the several affiliated bodies of the 
American Federation of Labor that they 
strongly urge Congressmen in their respective 
districts to bring their influence to bear upon 
the Treasury Department to the end that a 
proper construction be placed upon the Alien 
Labor Contract Law so far as musicians in 
bodies are concerned; and to also favor the 
passage of any resolution which may be pre- 
sented in Congress excluding band or orches- 
tra musicians from the exceptions to the said 
law under the term “artists.” 

By Delegate Lennon: 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be and is hereby instructed to use 
their utmost endeavors to secure the passage 
of a law by the Congress of United States, 
placing the trade union labels upon the same 
legal standing as now applies to trade marks. 


Adopted. 

Boston, Mass., Dec. 8, 1891. 
To the Executive Council, American Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

This is to certify that the label printed 
hereon* is the one adopted by the Label Con- 
ference of the boot and shoe makers of Amer- 
ica, represented by the Lasters’ Protective 
Union, the Boot and Shoe makers’ Interna- 
tional Union and the New England Shoe 


Cutters’ Union. 
EDW. F. McSWEENEY, 


President. 
EDWARD L. DALEY, 
General Secretary. 
WM. H. MARD 
General Treasurer. 
H. J. SKEFFINGTON, 
General Secretary. 
CHAS. E. BROCK, 
General Secretary. 
Reported favorably and concurred in. 
Resolution No. 41. 
RESOLVED, That the yellow label of the 
shoemakers adopted by the Baltimore Conven- 
tion held in —_ be indorsed by this Con- 
vention as the only genuine label of organized 
shoemakers. 
Reported unfavorable by the Committee and 
report concurred in. 





*A fac simile of the label was printed on the document. 
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WHEREAS, The wholesale clothing manu- 
facturers, L. Lippman & Sons, of New York 
City, have victimized and __ discriminated 
against the cutter members of the United 
Garment Workers of America, American Fed- 
eration of Labor, at the instigation of National 
Trade Assembly 231, Knights of Labor, and, 

WHEREAS, All the efforts of the general 
officers of the American Federation of Labor 
and the United Garment Workers of America 
to obtain equal recognition with the other or- 
ganization having failed; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we indorse the struggle 
of the United Garment Workers of America 
for trade unionism against the said firm, and 
the treacherous action of another labor or- 
ganization, and recommend to the trade unions 
of the country and others that they are not 
obliged to buy the garments of L. Lippman & 
Sons, and to use every endeavor to induce 
retail dealers to discontinue selling their goods 
and to act immediately on all communications 
received giving such information from the 
United Garment Workers of America. 


Adopted. 


WHEREAS, The tenement house and sweat- 
ing system under which a vast amount of 
wholesale clothing is manufactured has proved 
itself to be the greatest evil in our modern 
promucing system; and, 

WHEREAS, The United Garment Workers 
of America believing that the purchasing 
power of the people if properly directed can 
destroy this system, have determined to place 
a guarantee in the form of a label on gar- 
ments made under fair and healthy conditions; 
therefore 

RESOLVED, That we indorse said label, 
and call upon organized labor and a fair 
minded public to assist in overthrowing this 


system by refusing to purchase clothing or 
patronize dealers not having this label on their 
garments. 


Adopted. 

Committee on Laws reported progress; also 
Committee on Organization. 

Report of Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts continued. 

On resolutions No. 5 and 6, on indorsing 
United Garment Workers label and on boy- 
cott of Lippman & Sons, New York city, 
Delegate Harding requested that his vote be 
recorded in the negative. 

Resolutions introduced: 

Resolutions Nos. 57, 58 and 59 referred to 
Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 60 referred to Committee on 
Organization. 

Resolutions Nos. 61, 63, 66 reintroduced 
and 69 referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolutions Nos. 62, 65, 70 referred to Com- 
mittee on Law. 

Resolution No. 64 to Committee on K. of 
L. Proposition. 

Resolution 67 re-introduced and referred to 
Committee on Organization. 

Resolution 68 re-introduced and referred to 
Committee on Grievance. 

Resolution 71 referred to the Committee on 
Labels and Boycotts. 

Time having arrived a recess was taken 
until 2 o’clock P. M. 


THIRD DAY—Afternoon Session. 


December 16, 1891. 

Convention called to order, President Gom- 
pers in the Chair, at 2 o’clock P. M. 

Roll call and absentees noted as follows: 
Malone, Campbell, Foster. 

Minutes of morning session read and ap- 
proved as corrected. 

The following telegram was received from 
Patrick McBryde, Secretary-Treasurer U. M. 
W. of A.: 

Columbus, Ohio, Dec. 16, 1891. 
President Gompers, American Federation of 

Labor, Birmingham, Ala.: 

Can anything be done for striking miners 
of Indiana. Regards to delegates. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

No. 73, communication from N. T. A. 231, 
K. of L., Garment Workers, referred to Com- 
mittee on Grievances by a vote of 37 for to 
24 against. 

No. 72B, communication on emigration from 
Seattle, Wash., referred to Committee on Emi- 
gration, 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON GRIEVANCE 
OF PACIFIC COAST UNION, NO. 74. 


Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 16, 1891. 
To the Delegates of the Eleventh Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor: 


Gentlemen—We, the Committee appointed to 
settle the differences existing between the Na- 
tional Union of the United Brewery Workmen 
of the United States and the Council of the 
Federated Trades of the Pacific Coast, beg to 
submit the following report: That in view 
of the fact that mutual concessions on both 
sides have been made, and an agreement en- 
tered into by the parties interested, a copy of 
which is herewith submitted, we recommend 
that credentials of delegates , be received and 
delegates seated. 


(Signed. ) 
HENRY BLACKMORE, Chairman. 
J. J. BYRON 


FRANKLIN H. SMEAD, 
W. E. SHIELDS, 
J. E. FAULKNER. 


Report concurred in. 








AGREEMENT. 
Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 14, 1891. 

We, the delegates from the National Union 
of Brewery Workmen of the United States 
and from the Council of Federated Trades of 
the Pacific Coast, do agree as follows: 

1. The Brewers’ Union of the Pacific Coast 
will rejoin the National Union by paying the 
dues and assessments for the current month 
in which said rejoining shall take place, and 
also the $40.00 assessment under dispute, said 
$40.00 to be paid under protest to the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor, 
the above mentioned rejoining, and payment to 
be made on January 1, 1892. 

2. The National Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of the United States agrees to ac- 
cept the Pacific Brewery Workmen on above- 
mentioned terms, and to call a Convention 
within six months from January 1, 1892. 
Popular vote to decide in which month within 
anes period said Convention shall take 
place. 

Said Convention shall settle all difficulties 


definitely. 
(Signed) A. FURESETH, 

Delegate of Council F. T. 

CHAS. F. ig ae 
Delegate N. W. 

fon F. VALENTINE, | 
ENRY KRETLO 

AUG. DELABAK 


TELEGRAMS. 


New York, Dec. 15, 1891. 


Chas. F. Bechtold, Delegate Convention Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, Erswells Hall: 


Agreement satisfactory upon your recom- 
mendation. Convention has to be called sub- 
ject to general vote. 

ERNST KURZENKNABE. 
San Francisco, Cal., Dec. 
Andrew Fureseth, Florence Hotel: 

Executive Committee accept proposition, but 
wire full ees: * your telegram a little 
dubious. ALFRED FUHRMAN. 

Delegate Williams, Chairman of Committee 
on Credentials, moved to seat Mr. Pomeroy, 
the applicant for a seat to represent the IIli- 
nois State Branch, with voice without a vote 
in the Convention. 

A protest from the International Union of 
Waiters and Bartenders was read against the 
seating of Mr. Pomeroy, after which President 
Gompers stated that the former decision ren- 
dered debarred him from taking a seat. 

Delegate Harding appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. On a vote being taken the: deci- 
sion of the President was sustained. 

Committee on Labels and Boycotts reported 
favorable on the following resolutions: 


15, 1891. 


No. 35, by Delegate Meyers. 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor stands o~ to a reduction of the 
hours of mace, & 

WHER 


AS, The barbers in many places 


are compelled by the conditions of society to 
work from 11 to 16 hours per day for six 
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days in the and from 6 to 11 hours on 


Suey; 

HEREAS, The Journeymen Barbers’ 
oonmanaiianel Union are attempting to abolish 
Sunday work and a the 8 o’clock clos- 
ing system; therefor 

RESOLVED, That the International Unions, 
the National Unions and Central Labor 
Unions, and all other bodies affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, be requested to 
secure the passage of such laws as will -—‘//e, 
the abolition of Sunday work for barbe 

RESOLVED, That all union men are _ 
by called upon to aid the Barbers’ Interna- 
tional Union by withholding their patronage 
from such establishments as refuse to abolish 
Sunday work or adopt the 8 o’clock closing 
system. 


Adopted. 


WHEREAS, is has come to the knowledge 
of the L. P. U. of America that a body of 
organized labor so-called are — to put 
the Wm. Douglass Shoe ompany, of 
Brockton, in a light as being hostile to organ- 
ized labor; 

at age That we, the representatives 
of the L. P. U. of America in Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, protest 
against such action as not being warranted by 


the fact. 
EDWARD COGAN, 
E. L. DA 
H. J. SKEFFINGTON. 
Adopted. 


Resolution No. 39 to endorse the Harness 
Makers’ Label. 


By Delegate Fahey: 

WHEREAS, Convict labor having entered 
into competition with harness makers in sev- 
eral of the States, including Missouri, Illinois 
and Tennessee, to such an extent as to seri- 
ously threaten the free labor engaged in that 
trade; and 

WHEREAS, For self protection the Har- 
ness Makers’ Union have adopted a label to 
be attached to all Union made apalioe there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, ‘That the American Federation 
of Labor in annual session at Birmingham, 
Ala., do hereby endorse the said label, and 
ask that it be favorably received. 


Adopted. 
No. 75B, on circular issued by the Central 


‘Labor Federation of New York City. Dele- 


gate McGuire moved to refer the circular to 
Committee on Grievance. Réference agreed 
to. 7 

First Vice President P. J. McGuire was 
here called to the Chair. 


Resolution No. 34 by Delegate Speyer: 


WHEREAS, The German-American Typo- 
graphia, a National Union, affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, is now en- 
gaged in a struggle with the proprietors of 
the Illinois Staats Zeitung for the right of or- 
ganization; 

WHEREAS, Said proprietors have caused 
the arrest of some members of the Executive 
Committee of Typographia No. 9, and are try- 
ing to have them sent to prison for no other 
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reason than placing their just demands before 
the public; 

WHEREAS, Said proprietors employ non- 
union compositors; 

RESOLVED, By the eleventh annual con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor to endorse the boycott placed upon the 
Illinois Staats Zeitung. 

Adopted. 

Resolution No. 30, on illegal use of labels. 

By J. E. Faulkner: 


WHEREAS, It has become a practice on the 
part of several labor organizations in their zeal 
to obtain funds for their local treasuries to in- 
dulge in questionable schemes for the same; 

RESOLVED, That this Federation does not 
approve of affiliated bodies giving to any per- 
son or persons the right to use its name, seal, 
or mark to serve the purpose of a label for 
goods made by non-union labor, as it tends 
to destroy the effects of the labels that have 
been endorsed by the American Federation of 
Labor., 

Adopted. 

No. 48, by Brewers’ National Union: 

WHEREAS, It has been successfully, dem- 
onstrated by the National Brewers’ Union that 
by selecting single non-union breweries that 
they can successfuly boycott such breweries, 
for instance Anheuser Busch, of St. Louis, 
and Lemps Breweries; 

WHEREAS, G. Ehret, of New York, the 
largest brewer in that city, whose brewery is 
operated by non-union men to the detriment 
of wn National Brewers’ Union 

HEREAS, Said G._ Ehret "Sehie the key 
of bs situation in New York and vicinity, and 
if brought to terms would the means of 
adding more than 5,000 members to the Na- 
tional Brewers’ Union 

RESOLVED, That nthe A.*F. of L. endorse 
a special boycott against G. Ehret, and that all 
organized labor be called upon to support the 
National Brewers’ Union in their struggle for 
the alleviation of the miseries of brewers in 
the United States. 

Adopted. 

Committee report unfavorable on the fol- 
lowing, and recommend reference to Bakers’ 
National Union. 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Council of 
the International Typographical Union be in- 
structed to institute inquiries regarding the 
boycott on Fleischmann’s yeast, and report the 
result of such inquiries to subordinate unions 
at their earliest conyaminnte, 

. E. SHIELDS, 
x A. WILLIAMS, 
WM. C. BAYER 
FRANK A. KIDD, 
Delegates I. T. U. 

Report concurred in. Moved to reconsider 
vote taken. Moved to lay on table motion to 
reconsider. Lost. 

The vote was then reconsidered and the sub- 
ject matter referred to the National Bakers’ 
Union for information. 

Communication on eight-hour “puzzle” was 
referred. to Executive Council. 

No. 26, on complaint of Chicago Musical 
Society. Committee recommended that the 


resolution be referred to Committee on K. of 
IL. Proposition. Referrence agreed to. 

Special Committees on Convict Labor, Wo- 
men’s Work, K. of L. Proposition, Emigration 
and High Dues reported progress. 

The name of H. H. Blackmore was sub- 
stituted for Shields on Committee on High 
Dues. 

Eight Hour Committee reported progress. 

The name of E. Malone was substituted for 
Geo. E. McNeill on Eight Hour Committee. 

Committee on Secretary’s Report, Chairman 
McBride reported as follows; 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Conven- 
tion: 

Your committee having had the reports of 
the Secretary and Treasurer under considera- 
tion desire to say that while the reports in 
themselves are creditable alike to the officials 
and to the organization, we find that neither 
report contains recommendations of that charac- 
ter which requires consideration or action 
on part of this ae gna 


gned, 
sOnN McBRIDE, 
A. B. LOEBENBERG, 
RICHARD ROBERTSON, 
LEVI J. REGAN, 
CHAS. DOLD. 

Moved that report be concurred in. 
Adopted. 

The Chair requested the Committee to make 
some disposition of the $2,000 loaned to the 
miners referred to in the Secretary’s report. 

Delegate Lennon moved that the $2,000 
loaned to miners be referred to Committee on 
Laws. Reference agreed to. 

No. 76, communication from Photographer 
Horgan to photograph delegates of the Con- 
vention. Agreed to comply with his invita- 
tion and go to the court house in a body 
at 12 M. to-morrow. a 

No. 77, on National Bakers’ Union asking 
for indorsement of their trade to be selected 
for a reduction of hours on May 1, 1892. 
Referred to Committee on Eight Hours. 


INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions: 

No. 78, on employing union labor and citi- 
zens on public buildings. 

No. 80, on directing Secretary to report mat- 
ters in full in the proceedings of this Con- 
vention. 

No. 81, on removal of tariff restrictions on 
works of art. ‘ 

Referred to Committee on Organization: 

No. 83, on employing permanent Secretaries 
in local unions affiliated with the Ameriran 
Federation of Labor. 

No. 79, on reference to organizing a na- 
tional union of street railway employees. 

Resolutions referred to Committee on Laws: 
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No. 82, on authorizing the publication of an 
official organ. 

Referred to Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts: 

No. 84, an indorsement of boycott on Mc- 
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Clenahan Bros., quarry operators, Port Deposit, 
Md. 

In order to allow committees time to work, 
on motion the Convention adjourned at 4:30 
P. Mz. 


FOURTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 17, 1891. 


Convention called to order, with President 
Gompers in the chair. 

Roll call and absentees noted: 

Carney, Regan, Williams, Boyer, 
DeVore, Loebenberg. 

Minutes of previous afternoon’s session read 
and approved, 


Metcalf, 


Communications: 

No. 85, on Tin, Sheet Iron and Cornice 
Workers, expressing their regret at not being 
able to be represented at the Eleventh Annual 
Convention, was read, noted and ordered filed. 

No. 86, of Des Moines, Iowa, from the 
American Sabbath School Union, asking the 
support of the A. F. of L. to close the World’s 
Fair gates on Sunday.. Referred to Commit- 
tee on Resolutions. 

No. 87, from Coopers’ International Union, 
on cutting of wages by Armour Packing Co., 
Kansas City, Mo. Referred to Committee 
on Organization. 

No. 88, from Musical Union, Washington, 
D. C., on violation of alien contract labor law. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 89, from J. M. Witham, Youngstown, 
O., on communication on newspaper scheme. 
Referred to Committee. on Resolutions. 

Committee on Resolutions reported favor- 
ably on - following substitute for resolu- 
tion No., 

wateleene: It has been and still is the cus- 
tom for the Secretaries of War and Navy to de- 
tail soldiers and sailors in the service of the 
government as musicians to perform musical 
labor in competition with civilians; and 

WHEREAS, The soldiers and sailors so de- 
tailed are fully equipped and provided. at public 
expense, thus giving them an immense advan- 
tage in competition for business over civilians 
who must equip and provide for themselves 
from their eatnings; therefore be it . 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled most em- 
phatically denounce this interference on the 
part of government officials in the affairs of 
citizens as un-American, unjust, and against 
the principles of liberty upon which this govern- 
ment was founded, and which is guaranteed 
to every citizen under the Constitution and 
laws, especially when such interference as- 


sumes the shape of the government becoming 
a competitor with the citizen who pays the 
taxes to support the government from the 
wages he earns by his vocation; and be it 
further 


RESOLVED, That we respectfully urge 
upon Congress legislation which will forever 
make it impossible for any government official 
to detail soldiers or sailors to perform labor of 
any kind in competition with civilians out- 
side of the duties for which they are expressly 
enlisted; and be it further 


RESOLVED, That the detailing of soldiers 
and sailors in competition with civilians is 
purely a voluntary act on the part of the 
Secretaries of the War and Navy Departments; 
and as these officials are the creatures of what- 
ever party may be in power, we will hold such 
party responsible for a further continuation of 
this parody on government, which makes the 
government a competitor with the citizen whose 
struggle for an existence under present condi- 
tions is already hard enough without the ad- 
ditional incubus of the interference of the 
government as an oppressor instead of a pro- 
tector. 


Adopted. 


On recommendation of the Committee the 
following by Delegate Dold was adopted: 


RESOLVED, That we, the delegates of the 
American Federation of Labor in Convention 
assembled, urge upon all parents the necessity 
of a thorough education of their children so 
that they may be able to judge in after years 
of their standing, rights and liberties that are 
guaranteed to xm free people of which they are 
part and fact 

RES OLVED, “That the American Federation 
of Labor urge upon every affiliated body the 
absolute necessity of the enactment of a com- 
raed education law in every State and 

erritory of the United States, that will com- 
pel every child (sickness excepted) to attend 
school between the ages of six and fourteen 
years at ineat nine months in every year. 

‘RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to bring this mat- 
ter to the attention of the affiliated organiza- 
tions at their earliest possible opportunity. 


On No. 8, demanding removal of New York 
State Factory Inspector Connolly for discharg- 
ing from office Deputy Inspector Mrs, Alex- 
ander Bremer without any reasonable cause. 
Committee recommended that it be referred to 
New York State Federation with the indorse- 
ment of the Convention. Reference agreed to. 
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On No. 42, Committee reported matter con- 
tained in it already covered by former re- 
port. 


Substituted by Committee for No. 47. 


RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
Convention that all organizations affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor should be 
connected with the Central Labor Union in 
their vicinty, and that where more than one 
central body exists the unions shall, if they 
join any Central Union, join that body that 
has a certificate of affiliation with this body. 

Substitute adopted. 


Committee also reported the following sub- 
stitute for Nos. 1, 23 and 13. 


WHEREAS, The action of Chicago police in 
breaking into a lawful and peaceful meeting of 
labor people of that city on November 11 and 
12, 1891, without warrant and in violation of 
every principle of right and justice, injuring 
and arresting a number of the members of 
said meetings, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention assembled denounce 
such action as being dangerous, not alone to 
the working people, but to all classes, as it tends 
to the usurpation of the people’s authority and 
the substitution of an authority entirely for- 
eign to the spirit of ‘aa ' ee 


A 
TERRY DOHERTY. 
Adopted by a rising vote tfanimously. 
No. 50, by Delegate Levi Regan: 
WHEREAS, A union wn as the Glass 
Packers and Assorters, of Millvale, N. J., has 
failed as yet to connect itself with the Na- 
tional Association of their craft, and as the 
above is chartered as a local body of this Amer- 
ican phan of Labor; therefore be it 
RESOLVED, That the Executive Board of 
this ody is hereby instructed to use their good 
offices to induce the above local to connect 
itself with their National Association, and in 
event that the local refuse to be connected 
with their National Union that the Executive 
Council is hereby directed to revoke their 
charter. ; 
Adopted. 


No. 78. Be it resolved that inasmuch as the 
labor movement is largely extended by the 
benefits recurring to its affiliated membership, 
we of the B. of C. and J. of A. recommend on 
behalf of the building trades of this country, 
the following: 

That the incoming Executive Council be 
requested to prepare recommendations on the 
subject of the employment of Citizen Labor, 
and as far as possible members of Trade 
Unions, on all public buildings, the same to 
be presented by the President of the A. F. of 
I,. to Congress. Also a copy to be sent to the 
several State Branches of said organizations 
for the purpose of presentation to the several 
State Legislatures. si 

1 


gned "s 
W. HIELDS, 
W. LACKMORE, 
W. H. KLIVER, 
: FILDEW, 
. J. McGUT RE. 
Adopted. 
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WHEREAS, The prevailing method of man- 
ufacturing ready made clothing in our large 
cities, termed the tenement house and sweat- 
ing system, has become a reproach to our 
civilization because of the degrading moral, in- 
tellectual and physical conditions under which 
this work, of the largest industry in the country 
is conducted, and a means through which the 
manufacturer shirks all responsibilty by letting 
out his work to the irresponsible contractor, 
— = in turn sublets it to another, and so 


on VEREAS, The product of these factories, 
which are simply disease infested dens, have 
become a menace to the health of the consumer; 
therefore 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled call upon 
the American people to assist us with all their 
power both legislative, moral and otherwise to 
obliterate this curse of our century. 

Adopted. 

No. 69, by Delegate Shields, of Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


WHEREAS, The right of local self-govern- 
ment was unjustly taken from the citizens of 
the United’ States residing in the District of 
Columbia about eighteen years ago, and a gov- 
ernment un-American and un-republican in 
form forced upon them without their consent, 
which is controlled by corporations, real es- 
tate rings and millionaire residents, and in 
which the masses of the people have neither 
voice nor influence; and, 

WHEREAS, Organized labor in the District 
of Columbia has petitioned Congress for a 
redress of these grievances by the re-establish- 
ment of a republican form of government un- 
der the Australian system of voting; there- 


fore 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor earnestly indorses the action of or- 
ganized labor in the District of Columbia, and 
joins in requesting the passage of a law re- 


establishing “‘a government of the people, for 
the people and by the people” in the capital of 
the nation. 


RESOLVED, That a copy of the foregoing 
be forwarded under seal to the President of the 


United States Senate apd Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

Adopted. 

No. 27, on monopolistic combinations. Com- 


mittee reported adversely and report agreed to. 

No. 29, on citizenship in trades unions. 
Committee reported adversely and report agreed 
to. 

No. 37, on inquiring into the doctrines of 
Henry George. Reported adversely and re- 
port agreed to. 

No. 46, on joining National Guard. Com- 
mittee reported adversely and report concurred 
in. 

No. 32, by I. T. U. delegation: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor favor control by 
the government of the telegraph system of the 
United States. 

Committee reported adversely. 


Delegate Lennon moved to non-concur with 
the committee’s report. Motion to non-concur 
agreed to and the resolution adopted. 
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By Delegate Myers: 

RESOLVED, That a organized labor affi- 
liated with the A. F. of L. be requested to use 
their utmost endeavors to organize the _bar- 
bers in their vicinity under the International 
Barbers’ Union of North America. 

Adopted. 

Report of Committee on Laws: 

No. 72, on striking miners of Indiana, Re- 
ferred to incoming officers without recommenda- 
tion. 

Report of Committee on Organization: 

No. 60, on Union books and cards. Com- 
mittee reported unfavorably, as the subject mat- 
ter is already in vogue. Report concurred in. 


No. 67, by Delegate Campbell: 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be instructed to take the necessary 
steps to form a National Union of the Hod 
Carriers of the United States. 

Adopted. 

No. 16, by Delegate Goldwater, C. M. I. U.: 

WHEREAS, There is at present in exis- 
tence in a number of cities along the chain of 
great lakes unions of men employed in the 
work of loading and unloading vessels, com- 
ed known as ’longshoremen; therefore be 
it 


RESOLVED, That the President of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, with a view to 
bringing the various Unions of the crafts into 
communion, be and he is hereby instructed to 
take such steps as may _be deemed necessary 
for the formation of an International Union of 
’Longshoremen. 

Adopted. 

No. 49, on Surface and Street Car Men’s 
National Union. Committee reported favor- 
ably as amended by them. Moved to strike out 
committee’s recommendation and adopt res- 
olution. 

Delegate Delabar moved to refer back to 
Committee on Organization to make resolution 
more explicit. Motion to refer adopted. 

No. 33, on railroad fare for delegates. Com- 
mittee reported unfavorably. Report concur- 
red in. 

No. 38, by Delegate Loebenberg: 


WHEREAS, The Retail Clerks’ National 
Protective Association of America was organ- 
ized Dec. 9, 1890, at the — (Mich.) meet- 
in ote F. of L.; a 


REAS, The National Clerks’ Atpesin. 


tion, under the fostering care of the A. F. o 
L., has grown to a body composed of 46 local 
unions, representing 5,000 members; and 
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WHEREAS, The Association is fighting for 
better conditions under many difficulties and 
disadvantages; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, ge the A. F. of L. congrat- 
ulate the R. N. P. A. on its rapid growth 
and the measure of success attending its recent 
efforts, and the A. F. of L. indorses the agita- 
tion of the clerks in their declaration of prin- 
es namely, shorter hours, no desecration 

the Sabbath, and the enter -apprentice law, 
defined to early closing or daylight purchasing, 
and the Sabbath day given to them as it justly 
belongs, and equal work, equal pay,whether 
done by woman or man; and further recom- 
oe that all affiliated bodies under the A. F. 

f L. give their hearty support to the Retail 
Clerks’ National Protective Association of 
America. 

Adopted. 


Introduction of Resolutions. 

No. 91, on forwarding resolution to Con- 
gress. Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 92, on Marine Subsidy bill. Referred 
to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 93, on cruelty to sailors. 
Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 94, on complaints against central bodies. 
Referred to Confmittee on Laws. 

No. 95, on Butchers’ National Union. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Organization. 

No. 96, referred to Committee on Emigra- 
tion. “i 

No. 97, on political action. 
Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 98, on briekor stone produced by con- 
vict labor. Referred to Committee on Convict 
Labor. 

No. 99, on conspiracy laws. 
Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 100, referred to Committee on Laws. 

No. 101, on endorsing strike of hat finishers, 
at Schoble & Co.’s Factory, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Referred to Committee on Labels and Boycotts. 


Referred to 


Referred to 


Referred to 


No. 102, on withholding patronage from 
Bowie, Crawford & Co., Shoe Manufacturers, 
Boston, Mass. Referred to Committee on 


Labels and Boycotts. 

No. 103, on Postal saving banks. 
to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 104, on reaffirming boycott on Fleisch- 
mann & Co. Referred to Committee on Labels 
and Boycotts. 

Hour of 12 having arrived the convention 
adjourned and marched in a body to the 
Court House to be photographed. 


Referred 
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FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 17, 1891. 

Convention called to order, with President 
Gompers in the chair. 

Roll call and absentees noted: 

Valesh, Malone, Coughlin, Applehagen. 

Minutes of morning session read and ap- 
proved. 

Moved that after the reading of minutes to- 
morrow at afternoon session that we _ pro- 
ceed to the election of officers. 

Delegate Doherty moved to amend that it be 
made the special order at 5 o’clock. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Delegate Miller moved that the limit for 
introducing resolutions be made at 4 o’clock 
this afternoon. 

Delegate Lennon moved to amend that the 
time be extended until the close of tomorrow 
morning session, and none be entertained ex- 
cept by unanimous consent of convention. 
Amendment lost, 19 for, 25 against. 

On the President being asked if by adopt- 
ing the amendment it would cut off the further 
introduction of resolutions, he decided affirma- 


tively, but that the committees had a right to 


originate matter. 
The original motion was then adopted. 
Communications received and introduced. 
No. 105, telegram from Wm. J. Dillon, Sec- 
retary American Flint Glass Workers Union, as 
follows: 
Pittsburg, Pa., Dec. 17, 1891. 


Chris. Evans, Sec. A. F. of L.: 

Congratulations to the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention Assembled for_ the 
— action regarding the printers of Pitts- 

ur, 

Graees noted and filed. 

No. 106, on invitation by Birmingham Trades 
Council for the representatives to participate 
in an entertainment given by them in Erswells 
Hall, Thursday evening, Dec. 17, 1891. 

Invitation accepted. 

WHEREAS, The objects of the American 
Federation of Labor being the establishment 
of National and International Trades Unions 
and the Federation of such trade unions for 
the purpose of aiding and assisting each other; 


and 

WHEREAS, The Glass Employees Associa- 
tion of America, an organization having for 
its main object “The organization of the 
various employees of the glass industries of the 
United States and Canada,” and said order 
having appealed to us for assistance in or- 
ganization; therefore be it 

ESOLVED, The degradation of any branch 
of a trade or industry is a standing menace 


to unionism in general, and inasmuch as the 
American Flint Glass Workers Union being 
oa allied and a sister organization of the 
Glass Employees Association of America, which 
order has appealed to this Convention for aid 
in organizing; therefore be it 
RESOLVED Further, That the eleventh 
annual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor do hereby urgently request the Amer- 
ican Flint Glass Workers Union to assist the 
Glass Employees Association of America in 
every way that is in their power * their efforts 
to oma local leagues; and be i 

VED Further, That the "President of 
the an Federation of Labor assist the 
Glass Employees of America in every possi- 
ble way, and the Secretary be instructed to 
forward a copy of this resolution to the next 
annual Convention of the American Flint Glass 
Workers Union, and place the resolution on 
file, and also’ notify the Secretary of the Glass 

Employees Association ba action is taken. 

Signed, 
LEVI ; REGAN, 
President. 
A. E. Chenoweth, Secretary, Fostoria, Ohio. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ORGAN- 
IZATION. 

Committee on Organization recommended the 
adoption of No. 36 by amending it as fol- 
lows: 

Recommend that the American Federation 
of Labor request the executive officers of the 
American Flint Glass Workers Association to 
co-operate with and assist the executive offi- 
cers of the Glass Employees Association to 
build up their membership generally, and 
assist them in any other material way con- 
sistent with the principles of affiliated trades 
unions. 

Recommendation agreed-to and _ resolution 
adopted as amended. 

On No. 25, Committee recommend reference 
to Committee on Laws. Agreed to. 

Moved that the Committee on Organization 
be directed to prepare a resolution and plain 
for the organization of federal labor unions. 
Agreed to. 

Committee on Grievance made the following 
report, and Delegate Jones was called to the 
chair by unanimous consent, as the report to be 
made affected the President occupying the 
chair. 

The Chairman of the Committee read the 
circular issued by the Central Labor Federa- 
tion, New York city, and continued report as 
follows: 

Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 16, 189t. 
American Federation of Labor, in Convention 

Assembled at Birmingham, Ala.: 

We, your Committee on Grievances, after a 
careful investigation relative to the circular 
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spread broadcast by the Ceneral Labor Fed- 
eration of New York, do hereby declare said 
circular a malicious, ‘scandalous and vitupera- 
tive document, and is also a criminal libel of 
the most flagrant character; and we find that 
the direct charges made against President 
Gompers were disproved by indisputable testi- 
mony. That on the imputations or indirect 
charges the committee finds that President 
Gompers consistently acted in the direct line 
of conservatism which he has so notably laid 
out and successfully followed in all matters 
pertaining to the welfare of the American 
Federation of Labor. 
herefore your committee recommend the 
oe of the following resolution. 
RESOLVED, That this Federation in Con- 
vention assembled does emphatically declare its 
faith in President Gompers as an honest, up- 
right and earnest worker in the cause of labor, 
and that it absolutely believes him to be as 
far above bribery, political boodleism or cur- 
ruption as the stars are above mother earth. 
And your committee further recommend that 
the incoming President be requested to use his 
best efforts towards strengthening and per- 
fecting the organization known as the New 
York Federation of Labor affiliated with the 
lines Vv full b d, 
ery respect i y submitte 
GEORG E CAVANAGH, 
eden 
JAMES McGILL, 
Secretary, 
CM. CURRIER, 
GEORGE G. SPEYER, 
JOHN STRIGEL, 
Committee. 


On motion the report unanimously 


adopted by a rising vote. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

On Resolution- No. 68 committee reported 
adversely. 

On motion that the report be concurred in, 
the Chair suggested that action be deferred 


was 


until after the report of the Committee on’ 


K. of L. Proposition had been made. 

On motion the matter was deferred by a 
vote of 39 for and 11 against. 

Report of Committee on Women’s Work. 

The Secretary reported as follows: 

The Committee on Organization of Wo- 
men met‘on Wednesday, Dec. 16, at Erswell’s 
Hall, and organized, Mrs. Eva McDonald, 
Chairman; Miss Van Etten was elected secre- 
tary of the committee. 

The following resolution from Mr. Gold- 
water, of M. I. U., was submitted: 

WHEREAS, The condition of the workin 
women of ‘America, particularly in the feces | 
cities, is deplorable—toiling long hours. for 
small wages in poorly-ventilated ,rooms; and 

WHEREAS, This state of affairs is largely 
due to the fact that the girls and women who 
work in shops, factories and stores are ignorant 
of the objects of the labor movement and the 
benefits of organization; therefore 

RESOL That it is the sense of this 
Convention that a lady lecturer be engaged to 
lecture to the working-women of our land, with 
a view to organization under the banner of 
the American Federation of Labor, and that 
her movements be directed by the Executive 
Council of this body. 
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After some discussion on this motion the com- 
mittee adjourned until 8 o’clock P. M., at the 
Florence Hotel. 

The committee met at the appointed time, all 
the members of the committee being present. 

The resolution of Mr, Goldwater was first 
taken up and amended by substituting the word 

“organizer” for “lecturer,” and in this form 
adopted. 

After a lengthy and full discussion of the 
subject submitted, the committee recommends 
the following resolutions: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention create 
the office of National Organizer of Women; 
the organizer to be a woman, and appointed by 
the Executive Council at its first meeting in 
January. ; 

That the compensation. be - fixed at $1,200 
per annum, traveling expenses and incidentals 
to be paid in addition. ; 

That the Constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be so amended as to make 
the Organizer of Women a member of the 
Executive Council. 7 

After some further ‘discussion as to the de- 
tails of work, the committee adjourned to re- 
port this morning. 

IDA M. VAN ETTEN, 
Secretary of Committee on Organization of 

Women. Dec. 16, 1891. 

Delegate Dold moved that the consideration 
of the report be deferred until after the report 
of the Committee on Laws. 

Delegate McNeill moved to refer to incom- 
ing Executive Council with power to act as 
the financial condition of the A. F. of L. would 
justify. 

Motion to refer adopted. 

Introduction of resolutions. 

No. 107, on importation of diamonds. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Organization. 

No. 108, on pardon of Oscar Neebe. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Resolution’. 

No. 109, on eight hours on public buildings. 
Referred to Committee on Eight Hours. 

No. 110, on representation in Ceneral Labor 
Union. Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

No. 111, referred to Committee on Laws. 

No. 112, referred to Committee on Laws. 

* No. 113, referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

No. 114, on granting of charters. 
to Committee on Laws. 

No. 115, on instituting permanent secretaries 
and state branches of the A. F. of L. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Organization. 

No. 116, on president to keep copy of consti- 
tutions of national unions. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. 

No. 117, referred to Committee on Laws. 

No. 118, on national bakers and confection- 
ers. Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 119, on rendering assistance to clerks 
to organize. Referred to Committee on Or- 
ganization. 


Referred 
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No. 120, regarding World’s Fair. Referred 


to Committee on Resolutions. 

No. 121, on shipping act. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. 

Resolution on Coast Seamen’s Union referred 
to Committee on Organization. 

Committee on Eight Hours reported as fol- 
lows: 

Reported favorable on No. 28. 

By Delegate Faulkner: 

WHEREAS, The laboring classes of this 
nation have been striving earnestly for a num- 
ber of years to establish an eight hour work 
day, and up to the present time but a small 
portion of the highest skilled mechanics have 
been able to secure it; 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
Convention that in all work of public improve- 
ment, contracted for by the United States 
Government, eight hours of labor shall con- 
stitute a day’s work. 

Adopted. 

On Resolution No. 51, Committee recommend 
reference to Executive Council. 

Reference agreed to. 

On the following resolution, No. 31, by dele- 
gates of I. T. U., committee report favorable: 

WHEREAS, In 1868, at the earnest solicita- 

tion of the organized workingmen of the 
country, a law was enacted, the intent and 
purpose of which was to reduce and limit the 
hours of labor to eight per day, and which law 
would in the judgment of this body so limit 
and regulate the hours of the employes of the 
phism gue if fairly interpreted and honestly 
executed; 
: WHEREAS, Said law has, from the day of 
its enactment, met with bitter hostility from 
government officials whose duty it has been to 
enforce it, and has operated spasmodically, 
briefly and within narrow limits, and that only 
when an impending election has afforded an 
opportunity for workingmen to give weight to 
their demands; and 

WHEREAS, It is evident that the executive 
branch of the government will not enforce the 
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eight hour law in accordance with its true 
spirit and intent unless compelled so to do by 
additional legislation; and 

WHEREAS, During the last session of Con- 
gress a bill (H. R. 9,791) was pending in the 
Senate, the enactment of which into law, with 
the amendments recommended by the Fed- 
erated Labor Unions of the District of Colum- 
bia and indorsed by the I U., would compel 
the enforcement of the original eight hour 
law; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L,., in 
eleventh annual session, indorses said bill, with 
the proposed amendments, and respectfully but 
very earnestly request the Fifty-second Con- 
gress to consider and pass the same at as 
a * day as possible during the coming 
ses 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary A. F. of L. 
is hereby directed to forward, under seal, a 
copy of the foregoing to the President of ‘the 
Senate and Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, at Washington, on or before Janu- 
ary 1, 1892. 


Adopted. 


Committee on High Dues, Convict Labor 
and K. of LL. Propositions reported progress. 
Resolution No. 49 on motion was referred 
back to Committee on Organization. 
Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 17, 1891. 


To the Delegates of the A. F. of L.: 
You are cordially invited to attend an _ en- 
tertainment to be given by the Birmingham 


Trades Council, at Erswell’s Hall, Thursday 
evening, Dec. 17, at 8 P. M. 

Respectfully yours, 

EDW. SCHOOLEY, 

Rec. and Cor. Secretary. 


On motion the invitation was accepted. 


Delegate Harding asked the consent of the 
Convention to introduce a substitute for the 
one from Sabbath School Union to close the 
World’s Fair on Sunday, and request was 
granted. 

Convention adjourned. 


FIFTH DAY—Morning Session. 


December 18, 1891. 
Convention called to order with President 
Gompers in the chair. 


Roll called and absentees noted as follows: 
Boner, Valentine, Metcalf, Fox, W. E. Shields, 
Williams, Boyer, Owen Miller, Fahey. 

Minutes of previous afternoon session read 
and approved. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

No. 122, from Cigarmakers Union, No. 14, 
Chicago, Ill., giving account of trouble with 
one of their unfair employers accompanied by 


q— 


circulars, was distributed. Read and ordered 
filed. 
No. 123, asking assistance in changing Con- 


stitution of the United States on woman suf- 


frage. Communication indorsed, and _ reads 
as follows: ‘ 
To the House of Representatives and the 


Senate in Congress Assembled: 

We, your petitioners, the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, now in session in the city of 
Birmingham, State of Alabama, and_ repre- 
senting thousands of workingmen, who are 
voters under the laws of the United States, 








respectfully request your honorable bodies » 
pass the resolutions favorably reported = 4 
your proper committees, aes an amen 

ment to the National mstitution securing 
to the women of the United States the exer- 
cise of the right of suffrage; that the ques- 
tion may go before the people of the United 
States to be rejected or ratified by them 
through the action of either their Legislatures 
or Conventions ‘‘as the one or the other mode 
of ratification may be proposed by Congress,” 

In witness whereof, and under instruction 
of the American Federation of Labor, we, 
Samuel Gompers, President, and Chris. Evans, 
Secretary, of said Federation, do, this 18th 
day of December, in the year 1891, append 
our official signatures and the seal of said 
Federation. stn respectfully yours, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, President. 
CHRIS. EVANS, Secretary. 

Committee on President’s Report asked for 
further time. Request granted. 

Delegate Carney asked the privilege to pre- 
sent a poem from Carl Reuber, Pittsburg, Pa., 
and have it read by the Secretary. Request 
granted, and ordered printed in the proceed- 
ings. 


SONG OF LABOR. 


Respectfully addressed to the Convention of 
the 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


to be held in Birmingham, Ala., on 
Dec. 
HEARTFELT GREETINGS, ALL YE SONS OF TOIL! 


14, 1891. 


A pure and sweet note 
From every throat 
With a rousing cheer for true Freedom be; 
uch a song is — 
When we are singi 
For Labor’s ootharhend ow Fraternity! 


Let us onward press 
For union’s success 
That eight hours for work, for sleep and for 
rest; 
To sing Labor’s Song 
And banish greed, wrong— 
Wherever be found is always the best. 


Let’s speed the good cause: 
Better life, better laws! 
Help spread Labor’s Press and Union with 
might; 
Be marching along, 
Come, sing Labor’s Son 
Hurrah! with courage stand up hey the right! 


Committee reported favorably on Resolution 
No. 91, by Owen Miller. 


RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be instructed to send a copy of all 
resolutions passed by this Convention asking 
for national legislation to every member of the 
House of Representatives and United States 
poate and the presiding officers of these 

ies. 


Adopted. 


On Resolution No. 93, by Delegate Fureseth, 
the committee reported favorably. 
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WHEREAS, It is a notorious fact that ex- 
treme cruelty and inhuman brutality are by 
officers of our merchant marine continually 
perpetrated upon sailors and firemen under 
their command; and 

WHEREAS, The law as it stands has proven 
insufficient to remedy this evil; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention assembled call upon 
Congress to amend the law so as to make the 
vessel liable in damages for any cruelty per- 
— by officers in comand; and be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council be 
instructed to use its best endeavors for the 
enactment of such legislation as shall tend 
to improve the condition of the sailors and 
firemen in our merchant marine. 


Adopted. 


On Resolution No. 121, by Delegate Fure- 
seth, the committee reported favorably. 


WHEREAS, The Sailors’ Union of the 
Pacifiic Coast have prepared a memorial to 
the Congress of the United States, setting forth 
the injury done to a very large number of 
seafaring men by the provisions of an act of 
Congress approved Oct. 19, 1890, and entitled 
“The Shipment of Crews in Coastwise and 
Other Trades;’”’ and 
WHEREAS, The reasons stated therein for 
asking that the said act repealed, or, at 
least, that its provisions be not made manda- 
tory, are so clearly and distinctly set forth 
that the merit of — request is made mani- 
fos: therefore be 
RESOLVED by the A. F. of L., That the 
said memorial and protest of the Sailors’ Uh- 
ion of the Pacific Coast be referred to the in- 
coming Executive Council with instructions to 
zealously watch national legislation on the 
points involved, and to use their utmost en- 
deavors to bring about the legislation desired. 


Adopted. 


On Resolution No. 92, by Delegate Fure- 
seth, the committee reported favorably: 


WHEREAS, The provisions of the ‘‘Marine 
Subsidy Bill,” enacted by the Fifty-first Con- 
gress, show that said Congress had two pur- 
poses in view, namely: First, to encourage 
shipbuilding within these United States; sec- 
ond, to foster the development of a body of 
native American seamen; and 

WHER A subsidy has been granted to 


‘the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, who on 


all of their vessels engaged in the China and 
Japan trade employ Chinese and Japanese 
— and firemen exclusively; be it there- 


{OE SOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention assmbled emphatically 
protest against the payment of any subsidy to 
said company until it shall comply with the 
spirit of the law by discharging from their 
vessels said aliens; and be it further 

RESOL That a copy of this resolu- 
tion be forwarded to the proper department in 
Washington, D. 

For the Council of Federated Trades of the 


Adopted. 


No. 88, in reference to importation of musi- 
Committee reported that no legislation 


cians, 
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was necessary, as the subject matter had been 
already covered. 

Report concurred in. 

No. 108. Committee feported favorable. 

By Delegate Thos. I. Kidd: 

WHEREAS, The union workingmen of this 
country are making strenuous efforts to se- 
sure the release of Oscar Neebe, who was so 
unjustly sentenced to fifteen Gs) years im- 
prisonment for an alleged participation in the 
so-called riot of 1886; and 

WHEREAS, The great majority of the 
wage-workers of the United States recognize 
that the liberty of the said Oscar Neebe was 
sacrificed to intimidate the trade unionists, 
whose object was to secure the amelioration of 
ple condition of the industrial classes; there- 
or 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Executive 
Council be instructed to petition Gov. Fifer, of 
the State of Illinois, in the name of the A. F. 
of L., asking for the pardon of the afore- 
mentioned Oscar Neebe. 

Moved to amend that the names of Sam 
Fielding and Jacob Schwab be added to the re- 
port. 

Delegates Harding and Kidd expressed them- 
selves that they thought it would be best to 
leave said names out in the interest of Mr. 
Oscar Neebe, and asked that the resolution 
stand as it was reported. 

On a vote being taken 22 voted for and 28 
against, and report was adopted. 

Delegates Goldwater and Dold expressed a 
desire to be recorded in favor of amendment. 

No. 99. Committee reported that the subject 
had been already covered by previous legisla- 
tion, and deemed it inexpedient to legislate. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

No. 97 and 103, being covered by the same 
subject, committee presented the following in 
place of both resolutions: 

The committee has received a number of 
resolutions in the shape of documents bearing 
upon the organizing of political clubs, the 
land, single tax, government control of rail- 
roads and postal savings banks, and other ques- 
tions, all of which your committee recognize as 
being of great importance to the people as a 
whole, as well as working people in_ particular, 
but in view of the great amount of legitimate 
trade union measures to be passed upon by 
this convention, the time of which is limited, 
we recommend that the convention deem it in- 
expedient to legislate upon them. 

Unanimously adopted. 


On resolution No. 118, by Delegate Delabar. 
Committee report favorable by adding Ham- 
burg, Germany. 

Report concurred in and adopted, as follows: 

RESOLVED, That we the Delegates of the 
11th Annual Convention. of the A. F. of L, in- 
dorse the action of the journeymen bakers and 
confectioners of this country and Europe in 
calling an International Congress to be held 
about itt, 1892, at Hamburg, Germany. 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the A. F. 
of L. be counted to do all in their power to 


make the above Congress a success and extend 
to the same the co-operation of the A. F. of L,. 

No. 89. Committee reported, on examining 
its contents, that it refused to consider it fur- 
ther, owing to reflections cast upon delegates 
of this Convention, and recommended that it 
be returned to the author. Report concurred 
in. 

Introduced by committee: 

RESOLVED, That in view of many accidents 
being caused each year by defective and im- 
properly guarded machinery, the A. F. of L. 
favors the strict enforcement of factory laws, 
and recommends to the affiliated organizations 
the importance of insisting upon the enact- 
ment and proper enforcement of factory in- 
spection laws. 

Adopted. 


No. 99B. By committee: 


RESOLVED, That we call upon all affiliated 
unions to use every exertion in their power to 
secure in every State the repeal of such con- 
spiracy laws as are designed, or may be taken 
advantage of by employers, to oppress labor 
organizations. 


Adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESI- 
DENT’S REPORT. 


Delegate Todtenhausen called to the chair. 


To the President, Officers and Members of 
American Federation of Labor: 


Delegates—Your Committee on President’s 
Report organized by the choice of Martin Fox 
as Chairman, and H. J. Skeffington as Secre- 
tary. Much of the subject matter of the 
President’s report has been referred by us to 
the regular and special committees which have 
been appointed. 

Your committee, while rejoicing at the phe- 
nomenal growth in membership and the greatly 
extended power and influence for good, feel 
that they but voice the sentiment of the mem- 
bers of this Federation when they say that 
the magnificent results attained have been 
largely due to the ability, devotion and_un- 
swerving fidelity of your President and Exe- 
cutive Council to the principles and objects of 
the American Federation of Labor. 

We have every reason to believe that the 
future progress of the trade union movement 
in America will continue, but your committee 
fully realize that the work of inducing other 
national and international trades unions to be- 
come affiliated with this Federation will require 
tact and experience, especially with the organ- 
izations of railroad employees and the Brick- 
layers’ and Masons’ International Union, while 
the efforts already made in that direction meet 
with our heartiest approval. 

Your committee regret that the several unions 
neglect to make the statistical reports on the 
blanks issued by the Treendive Council, and 
sincerely hope that more attention will be paid 
to this feature in future. 


MACHINISTS UNION. 


Your President reports the organization of 
the International Machinists Union of America 
as he says, pursuant to the instructions of the 
last Convention. We find that a National 








Union of Machinists was and had been in ex- 
istence for a number of years, but had refused 
membership to all but those of the Caucasian 
race. Upon their failure at their Pittsburg 
Convention to eliminate the color line, the Exe- 
cutive Council called a conference of unions 
of that trade to which the old organization sent 
no delegates, the result being the formation of 
a new National Union, which your Committee 
deplore, believing it to have been premature. 

Je are assured that the best of feeling exists 
between the two unions, and that an amalgama- 
tion of both will be accomplished in the near 
future, and your Committee earnestly rec- 
ommend that the incoming Executive Council 
give special and particular attention to a con- 
summation of this end. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONGRESS. 

A former Convention of this Federation de- 
cided to hold an International Labor Congress 
at Chicago in 1893. At our last Convention 
the President, in his report, called attention to 
the absolute necessity of having a representa- 
tive at the Brussels Congress of Labor to ex- 
tend the invitation. The failure to act upon 
recommendation has resulted disastrously, for, 
owing to the malicious misrepresentations of a 
person antagonistic to our Federation, the 
Brussels Congress failed to accept the invita- 
tion. Again your attention is called to this 
matter, and your committee, especially in view 
of the fact that the organized labor of the 
whole world is moving on the line of a re- 
duction of the hours of labor, most earnestly 
desire to impress upon you the importance of 
making the International Labor Congress of 
1893 the grandest success yet undertaken by 
organized labor on this Continent. 

In order to insure its complete success your 
Committee recommend that the incoming Exe- 
cutive Council be empowered to select some 
person to make all the necessary arrangements 
and to conduct the corresponence subject to 
the direction of the Council. We further rec- 
ommend that the Executive Council select a 
suitable representative or representatives to 
visit the Labor Congresses of Great Britian, 
France, Germany and other countries of Eur- 
ope and extend to them an invitation to send 
representatives to our Congress of 1893. 

Your committee deem it advisable to have 
the International Labor Congress of 1893 begin 
its session on Labor Day. 


POLITICAL CONFERENCES. 


Your ‘committee commend the action of the 
Executive Council in their refusal to accept 
invitations to attend the political conferences 
at Washington, D. C., and Cincinnati, and we 
recommend that the Federation remain stead- 
fast to its avowed principle that this Federa- 
tion represents the Trade Union movement in 
the economic field of reform. 


CHILD LABOR. 


Your committee recommend that the incom- 
ing Executive Council take such measures as 
will most effectually press upon the attention 
of the United States Congress the importance 
of the passage of legislation that will tend to 
prohibit the employment of children of tender 
age in any occupation. 


PERMANENT CENSUS. 


Your committee have examined the corre- 
spondence between the Superintendnet of the 
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United States Census Bureau and your Presi- 
dent, and we heartily approve of the position 
taken. We recommend that no modification be 
made, and that the incoming Executive Council 
use their efforts to a successful conclusion. 


BUREAUS OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
LABOR DAY. 


Your committee approve the subject matter 
under both the above headings, and recommend 
that the Committee on Resolutions draft res- 
olutions expressive of the sentiment of the 
American Federation of Labor, and that mea- 
sures be taken by the incoming Executive 
Council to press them on the attention of 
Congress. 

JEFFERSON BORDEN. 


Your committee approve the work done on 
behalf of Geo. Miller and E. W. Clark, known 
as Jefferson Borden mutineers, on whose be- 
half the President of the United States has 
been asked to exercise executive clemency. 
Your committee recommend that the incoming 
Executive Council go again to the President 
of the United States if necessary. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARTIN FOX, Chairman, 
H. J. SKEFFINGTON, Secretary, 
W. C. BOYER, 
. H. BURTT, 
JACOB BEHRENS. 

Delegate Harding moved to adopt the report 

as read. 


Delegate Jones moved to amend by giving 
the present Convention power to select repre- 
sentatives to the Labor Congress of foreign 
countries, instead of placing it in the hands of 
the Executive Council. 

The previous question being called a vote 
was taken on it, and the report was adopted 
unanimously. 


A TELEGRAM FROM IOWA. 
Des Moines, Ia., Dec. 17, 1891. 
Samuel Gompers, President: 


The American Sabbath Union in Convention 
assembled in this capital city of Iowa send most 
cordial greetings to the American Federation 
of Labor in Convention assembled at Birming- 
ham, Ala. We earnestly ask for your co- 


-operation in securing the gates of the Colum- 


bia Exhibition in 1893 to be kept closed on 
Sundays, so that God may be honored and the 
workingmen employed on the fair grounds 
and by the railroads running thereto may have 
their rest day, and thus also help to give suc- 
cess to the efforts of laboring men for secur- 
ing themselves the blessings of rest one day in 
seven throughout the whole country, We also 
earnestly ask for your co-operation in securing 
the appropriation by the fair authorities of 
each Wednesday during the continuance of the 
fair as workingmen’s day, when the whole ex- 
hibition, including the operation of the machin- 
ery, the picture galleries and every part and 
parcel of the fair may be visited by working- 
men and their families at reduced rates, and 
that all employers shall arrange with the var- 
ious railroads for transportation of working- 
men at wholesale commutation rates to and 
from Chicago, so as to give them that Wed- 
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nesday at the fair. If the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall pass resolutions favoring 
these two proposition we = ... glad to be 
informed — ere to-mo 


aX A SHEPARD, 


esid 
j. RNOWLEYS, 
Secretary, 
L. S. COFFIN, 
Chairman Committee A. S. U. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Delegate Owen Miller asked, did the A. F. 
of L. dictate to affiliated organizations as to 
qualification for membership. 

Chair decided in the negative, and to the 
question whether the machinists would be- 
come affiliated with the A. F. of L. if the color 
line was withdrawn, said they could. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions con- 
tinued: 


RESOLVED, That we return the kindly 
greeting and good offices of the Sabbath Union 
in Convention at Des Moines, Iowa, and re- 
spectfully represent that we will heartily co- 
operate in all efforts to secure a larger share 
of rest and leisure to the working classes. 

That one day of rest in seven is a moral, 
physical and economic necessity. 

hat wages are lower in those vocations and 
in those countries where the seven days’ labor 
system prevails. 

That one day of rest in seven is an increase 
of wages. 

That the causes that operate to make one day 
of rest’ in seven an increase of wages will 
and do operate to make eight hour work day 
wages higher than ten hour work day wages. 

RESOLVED, That while we agree that the 
opening of the Columbia Exhibition on Sun- 
day is contrary to the spirit of the short 
hour movement, we are forced to protest that 
the existing environment of the wage class 


compels us to use the Rest day for the pur- 
poses of entertainment and enlightment along 
the lines open to the possessors of wealth on 
all days of the year. 

That in the opinion of the delegates of labor 
unions here assembled the Rest day should 
be zealously guarded against the encroachment 
of those who live upon the labor of others. 

That as the masses of mankind are dis- 
possessed of wealth and opportunity, it is the 
duty of all who seek the best interest of 
humanity to unite upon those measures that 
will secure an equitable distribution of wealth 
in the processes of its production, so that the 
treasures of art, music, science and mechanics, 
and the opportunities of travel shall be the 
inheritance of all, and the Rest day of human- 
ity be devoted to its highest possible use. 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be forwarded to the Sabbath Union. 


Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Law. On resolution 
No. 1, committee report favorable to strike out 
Sec. 1 of Art. 8 in constitution: as follows— 


Section 1. The Executive Council shall 
have the power and are directed to levy a strike 
assessment of two cents per member on the 
1st of January, 1891, on all National and In- 
ternational bodies under the jurisdiction of 
the Federation. 


Adopted. 

Resolution by Delegate De Veaux, on Na- 
tional Guard Militia, Committee report unfav- 
orable. 

Moved to non-concur with tae report. Mo- 
tion lost and report of committee adopted. 

An amendment to add a new section to Art. 
10 of the constitution was under considera- 
tion when the hour of 12 arrived, and a recess 
was taken until 2 o’clock P. M. 


FIFTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Friday, Dec. 18, 1891. 

Convention called to order, with President 
Gompers in the chair. 

On roll call all members were present. 

Delegate Dold asked unanimous consent to 
make a motion. Request granted. 

Moved that an evening session be held in 
order that delegates may visit the mines. 

Delegate Owen Miller raised the point of 
order that it was necesary to suspend the 
rules. 

Chair decided the point of order not well 
taken. , 

Delegate Lennon raised a point of order 
that Dold’s motion was not sufficiently de- 
finite to act upon. 


Chair decided he could not rule a motion out 
on that ground. 

Delegate Williams moved that when we ad- 
journ we do so to meet at 8 P. M. 

Delegate Goldwater moved to lay the en- 
tire matter on the table. On a division vote 
the matter was tabled. 

Minutes of morning ssesien read and ap- 
proved as corrected. 

Delegate Cavanagh moved that Miss I. M 
Van Etten be given the privilege of the floor 
for ten minutes. Agreed to. 

In her remarks she made a stirring appeal 
in behalf of the organization of working 
women. 

The report of Committee on Laws was then 
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taken up and the discussion continued on Sec- 
tion 6, Article X., of the Constitution. 
Delegate Harding moved the previous ques- 
tion, and on a vote being taken the amend- 
ment was lost. 
To amend Article V., Section 2, to make 
it read as follows: 


Section 2. Should a vacancy in the office 
of President occur between the annual meet- 
ings of the Federation, such vacancy shall 
be filed by election by the Executive Council, 
such person so elected to be a member of said 
Executive Council. 

Adopted. 


To amend by striking out Section 2, Article 
VI., and insert the following: 


Section 2. In case of a vacancy in the of- 
fice of President by death, resignation or other 
cause, the Secretary shall perform the duties 
of the President until his successor is elected. 
In the event of such a vacancy in said office, 
it shall be the duty of the Secretary to issue 
within six days from the date of such vacancy 
a call for a meeting of the Executive Coun- 
cil at the Headquarters of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for the purpose of electing a 
President to fill said vacancy. 

Adopted. 


To amend Sec. 5, Article IV., by adding 
the following: 

It is the , a of Local Unions of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to organize Central 
Labor Organizations in the localities where 
none’ exist, or to join those already existing; 
to secure the affiliation of the same with the 
American Federation of Labor, that there may 
be unity of action for the purpose of advanc- 
ing the interests of each other, and estab- 
lishing the principles of this Federation. 

Adopted. 

To amend by striking out Sec. 4, Article 
III, and insert the following: 

Sec. 4, Art. III.—The Executive Council 
shall direct the Presidents or Chief Executive 

fficer of three National or International 
Unions, at least ten days previous to the hold- 
ing of the Annual Convention, to appoint one 
delegate each from their respective delegation- 
elect, who shall compose an Auditing Com- 
mittee, and this committee shall meet at the 
place for holding the Convention three days 
prior to the Convention, and they shall audit 
the accounts of the Federation for the preced- 
ing twelve months. The expenses of said 
committee shall be paid out of the funds of 
the Federation. 


Adopted. 


No. 8, in regard to publishing an official 
Journal. Committee reported unfavorable. 

Moved to non-concur in committee’s report. 

Delegate Skeffington moved that the matter 
be referred back to committee. Motion lost. 
A motion was then made to concur in com- 
mittee’s report, and Delegate McBride asked 
for a call of the roll. 

On a vote being taken there was 1,417 for 
and 615 against. 

Report of committee concurred in. 





On resolution No. 9, on A. F. of LL. pub- 
lishing lithograph of labels from the general 
office, committee recommend reference to 
Executive, Council. 

Report concurred in. 

No. 10, matter already covered by previous 
legislation, and committee report unfavorable. 

Report concurred in. 

No. 11, committee reported unfavorable, as 
it was beyond their power to act upon it. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

By Delegate Smead: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor entertain no proposition from 


the Knights of Labor that is accompanied by 
a threat. 


Committee report unfavorable. 


Delegate Delabar moved that report of com- 
mittee be non-concurred in. 

Motion lost and the report of committee 
concurred in. 

Delegates Dold, Thos. I. Kidd, Faulkner 
and Harding requested that they be recorded 
as voting in the negative. 

No. 13. Committee reported unfavorable 
and report concurred in. 

No. 14, on protest of Detroit Trades’ 
Council against Convict Labor on Detroit Fed- 
eral Building. Committee recommend that it 
be referred to the Executive Council 

Report concurred in. 

Resolution 94, to amend constitution, Com- 
mittee reported unfavorable. Delegate Fu- 
reseth moved to refer to Committee on Af- 
filiated Bodies. 

Reference agreed to. 

No. 16. By F. A. Kidd: ' 

RESOLVED, That all resolutions adopted 
by the Convention be printed in full in the 
official proceedings of the annual session of 
this Federation. 

Adopted. 

Communication from Eugene V. Debs: 

You are now in convention and the world 
of labor is watching your proceedings with 
‘profound interest, fervently wishing that re- 
sults may be equal to your expectations, and 
that you may triumphantly overcome all op- 
position. 

Noted and filed. 

Resolution 112. Recommend reference to 
Executive Council. Reference agreed to. 

Resolution 114, on granting charters. Com- 
mittee report adversely. 

Delegate W. E. Shields moved to non-con- 
cur in committee’s report. 

The Chair requested that the matter be tem- 
porarily deferred, and on motion it was de- 
ferred. 

No. 117. Committee reported unfavorably. 
Report concurred in. 

No. 19. Committee reported it without rec- 
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ommendation, as_ it 
Agreed to. 

No. 25. Committee reported no _ recom- 
mendation necessary. Report concurred in. 


In the matter of the loan of $2,000 to the 
U. M. of A., the committee report that it is 
without our jurisdiction. 

All of which i sepetney submitted, 


° ° ER, 
SAMUEL GOLDWATER, 
E oT COGAN 

A. KIDD, Secretary. 
REES W. PROSSER. 

Report of committee adopted as a whole. 

Delegate McNeill moved that the $2,000 
loan be donated to the miners. Motion 
adopted. 

The hour for special order of business to 
elect officers having arrived, Delegate Fu- 
reseth was called to the chair, and nomina- 
tions for President declared in order. 

Delegate Owen Miller presented the name 
of Delegate Delabar; Delegate Doherty nom- 
inated Delegate J. H. Burtt, and Delegate 
Daley presented the name of Samuel Gom- 
pers. 

Delegate Delabar declined, 
for President closed. 

By request, the roll 
sulted as follows: 

For Gompers—Cavanagh, Skeffington, Dela- 
bar, Bechtold, Lanagan, Kliver, Fildew, Black- 
more, W. J. Shields, McGuire, Meyers, Valesh, 
Dold, Goldwater, eee, Lloyd, McNeill, 
Kretiow, Johnson, Malone, Moeiis, Behr- 
ens, Daniel Harris, Cam fe Valentine, Met- 
calf, Fox, Lennon, ‘odtenhausen, Cogan, 
Daley, Norton, Foster, Thomas I. Kidd, Owen 
Miller, Biessenherz, Currier, Byron, Cough- 
lin, Faulkner, Applehagen, De Vore, Speyer, 
White, Rae, McBride, Jones, Fureseth (rep- 
resenting 1,378 votes). 


was already the law. 


and nominations 


was called and re- 


For Burtt—Carney, Doherty, Prosser, 
Smead, Robertson, Boner, Toppin, Regan, 
McGill, W. E. Shields, Williams, Boyer, 
Frank A, Kidd, Stillman, Harding, Strigel, 
Fahey (representing 535. votes). 

For Delabar—Henry Miller, Burtt, Braun- 


schweig, De Veaux (representing 120 votes). 

Mr. Gompers, of the C. M. I. U., having 
received a majority of all votes cast, Chair- 
man Fureseth declared him elected as Presi- 
dent for the ensuing term. 

Delegate Burtt moved to make the election 
of President Gompers unanimous. 

Delegate Harding having raised objection 
to the motion, no further action was taken. 

President Gompers resumed the chair, and 
in a speech very appropriate for the occasion 
thanked the Convention for the confidence re- 
posed in him by a re-election. 

Nominations were then declared open for 
First Vice-President. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 43 


Delegate White placed in nomination Dele- 
gate P. J. McGuire. 

There being no other candidate, Secretary 
Evans was instructed to cast the vote for First 
Vice-President, and Delegate McGuire was 
unanimously elected, and thanked the Con- 
vention for the honor conferred. 

For Second Vice-President, Delegate Will- 
iams nominated Delegate W. A. Carney; 
Delegate Sprigel placed in nomination Dele- 
gate Cogan; Delegate Fahey nominated Dele- 
gate McGill; Delegate McNeill nominated 
Delegate Fox; Delegate D. Harris presented 
the name of Delegate John McBride; Thos. 
I. Kidd nominated Delegate F. A. Kidd. 
Delegates Skeffington, Owen Miller and Val- 
entine were also nominated, all of whom de- 
clined except Carney, Cogan and Miller. 

Nominations were then closed and a vote 
taken with the following result: 

For Carney—Doherty, Prosser, Delabar, 
Bechtold, Lanagan, Loebenberg, Smead, Rob- 
ertson, Burtt, Malone, Braunschweig, Regan, 
Campbell, McGill, Valentine, W. E. Shields, 
Williams, Boyer, Frank A. Kidd, Owen Mil- 
ler, Coughlin, Harding, De Vore, A. Speyer, 
Rae, McBride, Jones, Fahey (representing 
*1,100 votes). 

For Cogan—Cavanagh, Skeffington, Kliver, 
Fildew, Blackmore, W. J. Shields, McGuire, 
eg Valesh, Dold, Goldwater, Lloyd, Kret- 
low, Johnson, A. Harris, Daniel Harris, Top- 
pin, Fox, Lennon, Todtenhausen, Daley, Fos- 
ter, Thomas I. Kidd, Byron, Stillman, Faulk- 
ner, Strigel, Applehagen, White (representing 
905 votes). 

For Miller—Carney, Henry Miller, McNeill, 
Behrens, Metcalf, _—— Norton, Biessenherz, 
Currier, De Veaux, Fureseth and Boner (rep- 
resenting 188 votes). 

In accordance with the vote given Delegate 
Carney was declared elected. 

On motion the election of Delegate Carney 
was made unanimous. - 


NOMINATIONS FOR SECRETARY. 

Delegate McBride placed in nomination the 
name of Chris. Evans. 

Delegate Smead put in nomination the name 
of W. J. Cannon. 

Delegate Valesh was called to act as Secre- 
tary pro tem. 

With the consent of the Convention Dele- 
gate Smead withdrew the name W. J. Can- 
non, and on motion President Gompers cast 
the vote of the Convention for Chris. Evans, 
and he was unanimously elécted Secretary for 
the ensuing term. 

Delegate Foster moved to extend the time 
of the afternoon session until 7 P. M. Mo- 
tion adopted. 





*Through a blur on the “poll list” an error occurred in the tabulation which gave Mr. 


Carney a majority of the votes cast. 
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Secretary Evans was notified of his election, 
and on his return to the hall made a few 
well chosen remarks thanking the delegates of 
the convention for the honor conferred. 

Nominations for Treasurer: 

The names of Delegates Lennon, Delabar, 
Owen Miller, Rae, Harris, Fildew, Lanagan 
and Cogan were placed in nomination, but all 
declined except August Delabar. 

On motion nominations were reopened, and 
Delegate Lennon was again nominated. 

Delegates Lennon and Delabar being the 
only candidates, the roll was called with the 
following result: 


For Lennon—Prosser, Cavanagh, Skeffing- 
ton, Delabar, Lanagan, Kliver, Fildew, Black- 
more, W. J. Shields, McGuire, Meyers, Valesh, 


Lloyd, Smead, Robertson, McNeill, Kretlow, 
Johnson, Boner, Malone, A. Harris, Toppin, 
Campbell, Valentine, Metcalf, Fox, Todten- 
hausen, Cogan, Daley, Foster, Biessenherz, 
Byron, Coughlin, Harding, Strigel, De Vore, 
P. Fahey, (D. arris, Faulkner, Goldwater 


and White divided votes) (representing 1,063 
votes). 

For Delabar—Carney, Doherty, F. Bechtold, 
Dold, Henry Miller, Burtt, Behrens, Brauns- 
chweig, Regan, Shields, Williams, Boyer, 
Frank A. Kidd, Lennon, Norton, Thomas I. 
Kidd, Owen Miller, Currier, Stillman, De 
Veaux, Applehagen, Speyer, Rae, McBride, 
Jones, Fureseth (D. Harris, Faulkner, Gold- 
water, and White divided votes) (representing 
970 votes.) 


Mr. John B. Lennon, of the Journeymen 
Tailors’ Union of America, having received a 
majority of all votes cast, was declared elected, 
and thanked the Convention for the confidence 
reposed in him by re-election. 


Report of Committee on Organization con- 
tinued. 


By Delegate Loebenberg, No. commit- 


tee reported favorable. 


WHEREAS, It needs the combined efforts 
of all labor organizations in the different parts 
of this “country to maintain and uphold the 
principles of the Retail Clerks’ National Pro- 
tective Association; and 

WHEREAS, There is a number of clerks’ 
unions only organized for their mutual benefit, 
and not attached to Retail Clerks’ National 
Protective Association; be it 

RESOLVED, That the trade unions in the 


119, 


different localities of this country be re- 
quested to help and assist in getting said 
unions to attach themselves to the Retail 


Clerk’s National Protective Association ; and he 
it further 

RESOLVED, That in localities where no Re- 
tail Clerks’ Unions exist that the trade unions 
use their best efforts in seeing them organ- 
ized under the National Association of the 
same. 


Adopted. 
115, by 


Committee report favorable on No. 
Delegate Valentine: 

WHEREAS, The trade unions of Seattle, 
Washington, 


have established a headquarters 
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with a permanent secretary, and have secured 
a library of labor literature; an 

WHEREAS, The results have proved pro- 
ductive of much good to the members of the 
unions; therefore 

RESOL JED, That we recommend to State 
Federations and all central bodies the estab- 
lishment of like headquarters in their States 
and cities to the end that an exchange of labor 
pa ers, tracts, books and pamphlets may be 

ected, and that the members of unions may 
oom the opportunity of keeping informed up- 
on the general labor movement and become 
educated in trade union principles. 


Report concurred in. 


By Delegate Applehagen, No. 95, committee 
report favorable: 

WHEREAS, A number of butchers’ unions 
are now connected with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor as Federal Labor Unions; and 

WHEREAS, It is the desire of the Butchers’ 
Union of Duluth to form a National Union, 
and wish to know the location of all unions 
connected with the American Federation of 
Labor, in order to make a call for a Conven- 
tion of Butchers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That all delegates -do all in 
their power to organize the butchers in their 
respective localities and notify the butchers of 
Duluth, and the President of the American 
Federation of Labor assist all in his power. 


Adopted. 


Substitute for No. 49. 
the word surface and insert street. 
adopted . as follow: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be and is hereby instructed to issue a call for 
a conference of the organized street railway 
employees of the United States for the purpose 
of forming eo — into one organization; 

and be ot fur 

RES LVED: “That the Executive Council be 
and is poi a instructed to provide a place for 
such conference, and delegate a duly author- 
ized representative to open such conference in 
the name and by the authority of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

No. 121, on organization of sailors. Re- 
ferred to Executive Council. Reference agreed 
to. 

On No. 107, committee report deemed it in- 
expedient to legislate upon. 

‘Delegate Foster offered the following substi- 
tute for committee’s report: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor be and are 
hereb instructed to aid the Diamond Work- 
ers’ nion in the endeavor to.prevent a vio- 
lation of the laws which may operate to the 
injury of their members. 

Adopted. 


No. 113: 

WHEREAS, That as all branches of labor 
are inter-de endent and co-operative; and 

WHEREAS, In many industrial centers there 
are no organizations of the boiler makers; 


and 

WHEREAS, The International Brotherhood 
of Boilermakers and Shipbuilders, affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, are 
zealously seeking to organize their craftsmen; 
therefore be it 


Moved to strike out 
Substitute 
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RESOLVED, That the delegates here present 
are hereby requested to assist the Brotherhood 
of Boilermakers and Amalgamated Iron and 
Steel Workers in organizing the workmen in 
that craft. 

Committee report favorable. 


curred in. 


Report con- 


On No. 110, committee reported favorable. 

The question was raised that it was al- 
ready covered by previous legislation, and on 
motion the matter was tabled. 

A communication (without signature) read 
by committee on defining plan of organiza- 
tion. Committee reported deemed it inexpe- 
dient to act upon. As it contained some val- 
uable ideas it was on motion referred to the 
Executive Council. 

No. 88, committee recommended reference 
to Committee on Labels and Boycotts. Ref- 
erence agreed to. 

On motion the report of committee was 
adopted as a whole. 

A telegram from the New Jersey Federation 
of Trade Unions extending fraternal greet- 
ings to Convention was read, noted and filed. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HIGH 
DUES. 
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Conven- 
tion: 

Your committee, to whom was referred that 
part of the President’s address relating to 
“higher dues,” desire to say that we are re- 
strained from going further than making a 
recommendation upon this subject, as it is not 
within the province of this federal body to 
determine the tax to be paid by the members 


of affiliated unions in the form of membership 
fees and dues; that while this is true, we can- 
not but condemn the parsimonious policy that 
has so forcibly presented itself in a financial 
way during trade contests, where owing to their 
lack of making proper provisions financially, 
much of the good work accomplished has been 
neutralized, and in all cases made impossible 
that degree of progress which should result 
from the united efforts of organized crafts- 


,men. 


The strongest argument that can be made, 
in our judgment, on this important point, and 
one which should most strongly appeal to the 
judgment of workingmen, is the universal 
experience that the trades and crafts whose 
organizations exert the greatest influence are 
those that have departed from the practice 
of which we complain, and who have made 
such intelligent provision as to place them 
above the necessity of soliciting charitable con- 
tributions from their fellow-toilers to aid them 
in their difficulties. 

Your committee, in view of the necessity for 
wise and speedy action upon this matter, would 
urge upon the members of affiliated unions to 
raise this question in their locals, and most 
earnestly recommend a substantial increase in 
membership fees and per capita tax. 

We further recommend that the incoming 
Executive Council prepare, or cause to be pre- 
pared, and issue, a circular upon the necessity 
for and the benefits to be derived from larger 
membership fees and dues. 


Signed, 
JOHN McBRIDE, 
H. ae 
FAHEY, 
iE. J. SPEYER, 
H. BURTT, 


SO0} 


Committee. 
Adopted as read. 


The hour of 7 having arrived, Convention 
adjourned. 


SIXTH DAY—Morning Session. ~ 


December 19, 1891. 

Convention called to order at 9 A. M., with 
President Gompers in the chair. 

Roll called and absentees noted: Skeffing- 
ton, Kliver, McGuire, Dold, Robertson, Mc- 
Neill, Toppin, Regan, McGill, O. A. Williams, 
Boyer, Frank A. Kidd, Lennon, Norton, Fos- 
ter, Owen Miller, Strigel, Applehagen, Speyer, 
Fahey. 

Minutes of previous afternoon session read 
and approved as corrected. 

Secretary Evans made a statement in refer- 
ence to vote cast for Second Vice-President 
the previous evening. On looking over the 
vote cast he discovered that an error had been 
made in counting up the vote, owing to a blur 
on the poll list, and for the purpose of correct- 
ing the same suggested that a committee rep- 


resenting the respective candidates should be 
appointed to recount the votes and _ report 
accordingly. 

Delegate McNeill wished the minutes to show 
that he nominated Owen Miller for Second 
Vice-President, and it was also asked that the 
minutes show that Delegate Lennon declined 
the nomination, after which the nominations 
were reopened, when Delegate Lennon became 
a candiate. The correct vote’ was then called 
for and was announced as follows. 

Carney, 940; Cogan, 905; Miller, 188. 

Delegate Cogan desired not to question the 
vote for Vice-President and asquiesced in the 
same. 

Delegate Valentine raised the point of order 
that he thought the election was not fair. 








The Chair decided that the question of Dele- 
gate Carney’s election could not be re-opened 
as his election had been made unanimous. 

Delegate Carney then tendered his resigna- 
tion, and on motion the same was accepted. 

Nomination for Second Vice-President was 
then declared in order. 

Delegate Burtt nominated Delegate Carney 
and Delegate Lanagan nominated Delegate 
Cogan. 

Cogan declined, and on motion of McNeill 
the Secretary cast the vote for Delegate Car- 
ney for Second Vice-President, and he was 
unanimously elected. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


No. 125, asking the consent of the Conven- 
tion to lift the boycott off Milwaukee beer. 

Delegate Bechtold moved that the boycott 
be declared off. Adopted. 

Delegate Campbell, called to the chair. 

No. 126, Telegram from Troy, N. Y., as fol- 
lows: 

Miller, Hall & Hartwell have rejected citi- 


zens’ proposition. 
DORA SULLIVAN. 

Delegate D. Harris rose to explain, and 
moved that the action of the cuff and collar 
girls be endorsed. 

Delegate Kretlow moved that the Conven- 
tion indorse the action of the Executive Coun- 
cil in declaring a boycott on the above firm. 
Adopted. 

Delegate D. Harris moved that the Secre- 
tary send a communication to the New York 
State ranch of this action. Adopted. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

No. 127, on Retail Clerks’ National Union. 
Noted and_ filed. 

Delegate Coughlin asked unanimous consent 
to introduce a resolution to refer the question 
of boycott on the Fuller-Warren Stove Co., of 
Milwaukee, Wis., to officers of Iron Moulders’ 
Union, ,said officers to notify the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of Labor 
whether it should continue or not. Resolu- 
tion adopted and reference agreed to. 

The boycott on Todd, Sullivan & Baldwin 
was reported as having been successful and 
declared off. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
HOURS. : 


MAJORITY REPORT. 


EIGHT 


Mr. President and Delegates: 

Your committee to whom was referred that 
part of the President’s report referring to the 
eight hour movement and the action of the 
United Mine Workers, together with the res- 
olutions from the International Typographical 
Union and the Bakers’ and Confectioners’ In- 
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ternational Union, each asking that that parti- 
cular trade be selected to receive the moral 
and financial support of the Federation upon 
eight hour lines, report as follows: 

We are fully agreed as to the validity of 
the general short hour policy of the Federa- 
tion and the recommendations of the President 
pertaining thereto. 

Principles are eternal and in nowise depend 
for their merit upon the degree of successful 
adoption they may obtain. 

he fact that the demand for shorter hours 
is economically just and morally defensible is 
a more powerful argument in its behalf than 
even the assurance of its present expediency 
and ultimate trimuph. 

That in seeking to achieve for the wage- 
earning class a larger share of that liberty 
of action which only is possible to those who 
have leisure at their control, we are advanc- 
ing upon scientific lines of progress, is striking- 
ly shown by the strenuous opposition to the 
movement by those buyers of labor who seek 
to make the wage-earner but a mobile instru- 
ment in their schemes for the exploitations 
of industry. 

The taste for freedom grows from that upon 
which it feeds, and would-be oppressors of labor 
well know that if the wage-earner is once 
given the time and opportunity to learn his 
own strength, to husband his own resources, 
to organize his own faculties, and to widen 
his own horizons, he is thereby furnished with 
the weapons which shall secure for him in- 
dustrial emancipation. 

We thus see in the short hour movement the 
germ of a higher civilization, when the world’s 
workers shall be more than beasts of bur- 
den, when men, women and little children 
shall not be bent and broken under the loads 
imposed by task-masters more merciless than 
those of Pharaoh of old; when the tragedy of 
toil now daily enacted in factory, mine and 
workshop shall be but a tradition the past— 
a civilization when equality of opportunity shall 
be the natural and inalienable heritage of all 
the sons of men. 

But between tiis promised land and the 
industrial system of to-day, with its long hours 
of labor, lies the deep sea of bitterness and 
the wilderness of doubt. 

Upon our great organization devolves the 
mighty work of perfecting the practical de- 
tails by which the hosts of labor shall free 
themselves from bondage. 

Drawing inspiration from the successes of 
the past and profiting from its defeats, we 

, on for the next on- 
ward movement that all the power of capi- 
talism shall be futile to arrest the triumphant 
progress of the craft selected to lead the trade 
unions of America towards the eight hour goal. 

From the unfortunate experience of the 
Miners’ Organization the past year we draw 
Several important lessons. 

We have listened carefully to statements 
made before the committee by representatives 
of the Executive Council and of the United 
Mine Workers. 

From this evidence we draw the conclusion 
that it is most unwise to forewarn and con- 
sequently forearm those against whom the 
movement is directed. 

No competent strategist in military science 
would so prejudice any plan of operations. 

e are also of opinion that in all future 
movements we should rely for counsel, sym- 
pathy and support only upon those who are 
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identified with the trade union cause, and to 
whom the success of the trade union and short 
hour movement is a matter of honest and vital 
concern. 

For the reasons above stated we report fav- 
orably upon neither of the resolutions. pre- 
sented by the International Typographical Un- 
ion or the Bakers’ and Confections’ National 
Union, but we submit the following recom- 
mendation for your approval: 

That, as according to a request made be- 
fore our committee, the delegates of the Uni- 
ted Mine Workers be given an opportunity by 
the Convention to explain the position of their 
organization as to the eight-hour movement of 
1891. 

2. That the action of President Gompers and 
the Executive Council in relation to the Uni- 
ted Mine Workers be indorsed. 

3. That the American Federation of Labor 
renew its pled — « of fealty to the short hour 
movement, that some affiliated _ body *be 
chosen to ode the advance in 1892 

4. That the selection of this sme ‘and the 
time at which the demand shall be made be 
left to the discretion of the incoming Execu- 
tive Council, to be determined by it upon 
those considerations which shall most make to- 
ward the success of this particular effort and 
the welfare of the general trade union move- 


ment. 
sae Ran een a 


Cha 
HENRY KRE TLOW, 
Secretary. 
HENRY LLOYD, 
EDWARD MALONE. 


MINORITY REPORT. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Eleventh 
Annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, at Birmingham, Ala.: 


Gentlemen—On the question of the paar od 
tion of the Journeymen Bakers’ and Confec- 
tioners’ International Union of America, I beg 
to submit the following minority report: 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Eleventh An- 
nual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor names the Journeymen Bakers’ and 
Confectioners’ Iriternational Union of Amer- 
ica as the trade to be selected to inaugurate the 
ten-hour work day on May, 1, 1892, and that 
we pledge them our mofal and financial aid to 
the full extent of the ability of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

fully agree with the balance of your com- 
mittee’s report on the shorter hour question. 
Respectfully submitted. 
AUGUST DELABAR, 


Committee. 


Moved that the minority report be adopted. 
On a vote being taken 19 voted for 26 against, 
and the minority report was lost. Another 
*vote was taken on the majority report and it 
was adopted. 

Delegate Foster was called to the chair, and 
a little pleasantry that amused the delegates 
very much was indulged in. The delegates hav- 
ing learned that it was the birthday of Dele- 
gate Foster, President Gompers presented him 
with a beautiful pipe in an alligator case as a 
token of the esteem in which he was held by 


the delegates for valuable services rendered in 
the work of the Convention. 

Mr. Foster very gracefully acknowledged the 
testimonial given and accepted it with thanks, 
and left his position as chairman amid great 
applause. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

Delegate McGuire moved the Executive 
Council be authorized to prepare suitable res- 
olutions attesting the services of Delegate Mc- 
Neill in the labor movement. 

Agreed to. 

By M. H. De Vore: 

WHEREAS, It is well known that there ex- 
ists on the statute books of the Untied States 
a law prescribing that eight hours shall con- 
stitute a — day’s work for government em- 
plozees sf and 

WHEREAS, Under cover and claim that 
they are under sub-contractors for the govern- 
ment, many trades unionists and other laborers 
are required to work more than eight hours 
per day, contrary to the laws of the Federal 
Government; and especially is this the case 
with the erection of government buildings and 
river and harbor improvements of the South; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor take such steps as are necessary to 
learn to what extent this iniquity is carried 
on, how far the eight hour law is being abused, 
and take such steps as may seem best to correct 
such abuses. 

Adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LABELS 
AND BOYCOTTS. 


Committee report favorably on Exhibit 1o1, 
in relation to the boycott on F. Schoble, hat- 
bo in Philadelphia, for employing non-union 
abor. 

Also 102, boycotting the firm of Crawford, 
shoe firm in Brockton. Favorably. 

Exhibit 9, publishing the labels of organiza- 
tions affiliated with the A, F. of L. Referred 
to Executive Board. 

Resolution of Brewers’ No. 12, we report 
favorably that the use of the seal of the 

f I, be permitted, at the request of the 
Executive Board of the National Brewers’ 
nion. 

On the resolution originated by the commit- 
tee, relating to the boycott on George Ludlow, 
of Elgin, Ill., at the request of the Secretary 
of the International Boot and Shoe Workers, 
mann’s yeast, we report favorably. 

Exhibit 104, relating to boycott on Fleisch- 
mann’s yeast, we report favorable. 

On the question of boycotts, your committee 
condemn the levying of boycotts indiscrimin- 
ately by organizations without all efforts be- 
ing made to effect an honorable settlement be- 
tween employer and employed. 

We therefore recommend that no_ boycott 
shall be recognized by the A. F. of L. or its 
affiliated bodies unless the Executive Council 
shall have investigated said boycott and have 
determined upon the justice of said boycott 
in conjunction with the heads of the national 
and international unions interested; and local 
unions having no national union must refer 
boycotts to the Executive Council of the A, 








F. of L: for investigation and abide by its 
decision. And we submit this to the Conven- 
tion for their endorsement. 

Your Committee on Labels and Boycotts, 
to whom was referred that portion of the Pre- 
—e report referring to the label of the 
A. i oa recommend that this Convention 
do tng emphatically indorse the sentiment 
expressed on the unexampled travesty of jus- 
tice perpetrated by Judge Williams of Penn- 
sylvania in his decision on trade labels; and 
further recommend the publishing by the Exe- 
cutive — “a a lithograph of the labels of 
the A. F. IL. and affliated unions having 
labels, the pol of publishing and distributing 
the same throughout the country to be paid 
by the organizations in their proportion. And 
we further recommend that organizations not 
having a label of their own, and whose pro- 
ducts require a label, shall adopt the label of 
the A. F. of L. 

F. FILDEW, Chairman, 
D. HARRIS, Secretary, 
H. D. BIESSENHERZ. 


Report concurred in and a resolution adopted 
as_ follows: 


By Delegate McGuire: 

WHEREAS, The firm of F. Schobel & Co., 
hatters, Philadelphia, have discharged their 
union employees and will not accede to union 
rules, and has declined all offers of arbitra- 
tion; therefore be it 

so pe That this Convention of the 
A. F. of L. recommend all its affiliated organ- 
izations and members of trade and labor socie- 
ties to not purchase any hats made by the 
said firm of F. Schoble & Co. 

Adopted. 


RESOLVED, That the boots and shoes man- 
ufactured 7 the firm of Geo. D. Ludlow & 
Co., formerly of Chicago, and now of Elgin, 
Ill., are unfair, scab goods, and should be boy- 
cotted by the American Federation of Labor 
and its affiliated bodies. 


Adopted. 
No. 102. 


WHEREAS, The firm of Bouve, Crawford 
& Co., Shoe Manufacturers, of the City of 
Brockton, Mass., has recently locked out all of 
the lasters (union men) in their employ, 
cause these lasters refuse prices and terms of 
agreement which said firm has attempted to 
force upon them; and 

WHEREAS, Said firm has not only refused 
all offers of a peaceful settlement of the lock- 
out by the Lasters’ Protective Union in which 


the locked out men are members; therefore 
i 
RESOLVED, That the A, F. of L. rec- 
ommend to all its affiliated bodies, and all 


friends of organized labor, to withhold their 
patronage from the goods made by this firm un- 
til such time as they settle the existing lock- 
out on terms satisfactory to the trade union 
involved. 


Lasters’ Protective Union of America. 
Signed, 
. L. DALY, 
EDWARD COGAN. 
Adopted. 
No. 71. By Delegate Cogan: 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
ef Labor endorse the efforts of the Elastic 
Web Weavers’ Amalgamated Association to 
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secure the adoption of its union label in all 
factories, and the purchase by all consumers 
of union label goods; 

RESOLVED, That the delegates be in- 
structed to bring the list of fair and unfair 
manufacturers before their respective organi- 
zations, and to use all honorable efforts to 
assist the Web Weavers’ Amalgamated Asso- 
ciation. 


Adopted. 


No. 104. By Delegate Delabar: 


WHEREAS, Fleischmann & Co. has been 
doing all in its power to destroy the Bakers’ 
and Confectioners’ International Union, at the 
same time prosecuting a number of members 
of the above organization; therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That the Eleventh Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. at Birming- 
poe Ala., herewith reaffirms the boycott 


and Fleischmann & Co.’s Compressed Yeast 

BRA be it further 

LVED, To demand of all affiliated 

e ... o vigorously enforce the same. 
Adopted. 


On resolution No. 9 on labels. Committee 
recommends reference to Executive Committee. 

Reference agreed to. 

Committee report favorable on recommenda- 
tions of President Gompers on Labels and Boy- 
cotts, and that the same be indorsed. 

Agreed to. 


NATIONAL BREWERS’ UNION, A. F. OF 
L. OF THE U. S. 


To Affiliated Unions of the A. F. of L.: 


For the following reasons we feel justified in 
sending your organization with same mail 
some circulars for distribution amongst your 
members. 

Five weeks of untiring effort to unionize the 
breweries of Cincinnati and vicinity, aided by 
the Wire Drawers’ and Die Makers’ Union of 
Cleveland, Ohio—that union sending a dele- 
gate to Cincinnati for that purpose, and all the 
larger brewers being conferred with, especially 
the Windisch-Muhlhauser Brewing Co., were in 
vain. 

As a last resort a meeting of the Brewers’ 
Association was called to which the demands 
of the Brewers’ Union were presented for 
action. At a subsequent meeting of the Asso- 
ciation, the demands of the Brewers’ Union 
were rejected and resolved to leave things as 
they are, as everything is working satisfactory 
to them, and they see no cause why they should 
enter into any agreement with the Brewers’ 
Union, as they think they have buried Union- 
ism at the lockout in April, 1888. 

- These are the particulars. 

Now, Brothers, in the name of the A. F. 
of IL. we ask your moral support by indorsing 
our circular and act in accordance with such 
indorsement. 

Circular indorsed. 


The following are the 


K. OF L. PROPOSITIONS. 


For the purpose of terminating the unfor- 
tunate and regretable difference and disagree- 
ments which have at times arisen in various 
localities, between Assemblies of the Knights of 
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Labor and Unions of various trades, and _ be- 
tween members of such Assemblies and Un- 
ions, and with a view to avoiding such differ- 
ences and securing harmonious action in future, 
the General Assembly submits to the American 
Federation of Labor and all other bodies who 
may become parties to the agreement, and de- 
clares the following propositions: 

1st.—In future, all Knights of Labor work- 
ing at a trade or calling shall recognize and 
respect the working cards of all Unions of the 
same trade or calling attached to or affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, or 
connected with any labor organization who are 
parties to the agreement, when such Unions 
and their members shall in like manner rec- 
ognize and respect the working cards of such 
Kni hts of Labor. 

.—All labels the property of the Federa- 
ens or of any body attached to it, or of any 
of the labor organizations who are parties to 
the agreement, shall be recognized and officially 
endorsed by the Knights of Labor; and all 
Knights of Labor labels shall. be recognized 
and officially endorsed by the Federation and 
the other parties to this agreement. 

3d.—No person who is a suspended or ex- 
pelled member of any Union in affiliation with 
the Federation, or any other body a party 
to this agreement, or who is in arrears for 
dues or assessments, or in any other way in- 
debted to such Union or organization, shall 
be admitted to membership in any Assembly 
of the Knights of Labor without the consent 
of such Union of organization in writing; and 
in like manner, no person who has been ex- 
pelled or suspended by an Assembly of the 
Knights of Labor, or who is indebted or in 
arrears for dues and assessments to such As- 
sembly, shall be admitted to membership in any 
Union affiliated with the Federation, or in any 
of the organizations who are parties to this 
agreement. 

4th.—The provisions herein made shall be 
a rg agp as soon as practicable, and go into 
effect on and after January 1, 1892, and be it 
RESOLVED (ist), That no Local or other 
Assembly of Knights of Labor shall form an 
alliance or affiliation with any body or organ- 
ization that shall refuse to enter into an agree- 
ment as above with this order; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, (24,) That should the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor at its coming annual 
session refuse to enter into the agreement as 
outlined above, it shall be the duty of the gen- 
eral officers of the Knights of Labor to issue 
an address to the workingmen of America, set- 
ting forth all the facts. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON K. OF L. 
PROPOSITION. 


Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 19, 1891. 


To the Eleventh Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Delegates—The special committee a 
pointed to consider the communication on 
mitted by the K. of L., report having carefull 
examined the propositions therein clatained, 
and beg leave to report the following: 

The records show that much time and energy 
have been spent in efforts to secure a peace- 
ful settlement of difficulties between the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor and the K. of L. 
Since 1886 conferences have been held at in- 
tervals, and the American Federation of Labor 


has used every effort to end a_ useless and 
wasteful struggle. It has submitted proposi- 
tions for settling all real or alleged differences; 
but these were at all times rejected by the 
K. of L. The trade union movement of Amer- 
ica has neither time nor inclination to deviate 
from its mission by seeking quarrels with other 
organizations. 
Experience proves that the wage-earner is 
the natural and proper guardian of his in- 
herent rights; hence the trade union becomes 
a necessary outgrowth of existing conditions 
in the industrial world. History justifies the 
trade unicn movement in its present form, and 
teaches that permanent industrial progress can 
only be’ achieved by organization on craft 
lines. It thus becomes imperative that the 
autonomy of the trade union be carefully 
guarded and defended. 
The American Federation of Labor is or- 
ganized to maintain and strengthen the_pres- 
tige, authority and autonomy of its affiliated 
bedies. Any proposition from an organization 
conducted upon an entirely different plan must 
be carefully considered as to its bearings upon 
the component part of the American Federation 
of Labor. Each organization attached to the 
American Federation of Labor is guaranteed 
freedom from dictation or interference in 
managing its own affairs. Hence any agree- 
ment with another organization, even if satis- 
factory to the American Federation of Labor, 
can only come as a recommendation to its 
affiliated bodies. They are entirely free to 
adopt or reject it. As a_ proof of the in- 
dependence and freedom of action obtaining 
among its affiliated bodies, the American Fed- 
eration of Labor has never denied their right 
to recognize such cards and labels as they 
may deem proper. Nor can it under any cir- 
cumstances deviate from this policy of allow- 
ing. self-government to its federated bodies. 
he platform of the K. or L. shows clearly 
that it was never intended to be other than an 
educational organization. Thus it can have 
no legitimate place in the field occupied by 
trade unions. Wishing, however, to bring to 
an end any cause for division or discord in 
the ranks of organized labor, we submit the 
the following basis for an amicable adjustment 
of differences between the American Federa- 
= of Labor and the K.of L,. 
. That the K. of L. shall revoke and issue 
: ‘more charters to local trade assemblies or 
national trade assemblies. 
2. In return the A. F. of L. shall revoke and 
issue no more charters to mixed Federal Un- 
ions. 
3. The A. F. of L. will recommend to 
afhliated unions that they urge their members 
to become members of mixed assemblies of 
K. of L, 
The acceptance of these conditions will ne- 
cessarily obviate any future conflict regarding 
the recognition of labels or the relations of 
expelled or suspended members. 
THOS. I. KIDD, Chairman, 
FRANK VALESH, Secretary, 
GEO. CAVANAGH, 
JOHN B. LENNON 

MARTIN FOX. 


After considerable discussion a motion to 
strike out “future” was agreed to, and the 
report was adopted unanimously. 

Moved that the officers he authorized to for- 
ward copy of report to K. of L. officials and 








make such arrangements 
Adopted. 


Regarding the grievance of Musicians’ Un- 
ion No. 5,454, your committee have investi- 
gated and verified the statements made in the 
communication, and recommend that the A. F. 
of LL. extend its sympathies to Union No. 
54 4, and that the Chicago unions be asked to 

to wipe out the unfair union. 


Recommendation adopted. 


as are necesary. 


Delegate Daley moved to suspend the rules 
and continue in session until 1 P. M. Agreed 
to. 

On resolution by Delegate Shields, of Wash- 
ington, on international unions granting local 
charters, the Committee on Law reported un- 
favorably, and the report was concurred in. 


The resolution is as follows: 
RESOLVED, That before charters are 
granted by international unions to local unions 
they shall first consult the trade organizations 
affiliated with the A. F. of L. in the cities 
where such locals are to be organized and find 
out if it is in the interest of organized labor 
to charter such unions. Also, that the Presi- 
dent of the A. F. of L. shall correspond with 
all the trade organizations affiliating with the 
A. F. of L. in a city in which he contemplates 
issuing a charter for a central body before 
pues same, and shall instruct organizers 
lace themselves in communication with and 
po er the supervision of central or local 
federations affiliating with the A. F. of L. 


Delegate Shields, of Washington, asked to 
be recorded as voting in the negative. Agreed 
to. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
GRIEVANCES. 


Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 16, 1891. 


Committee met at Room 21, Opera House 
Hotel. They unanimously report adversely 
on the resolutions referred to them from the 
Garment Cutters of America. And in the mat- 
ter of the case of Hughes vs. White, which 
was referred to this committee in connection 
with the above named resolutions, the com- 
mittee, after careful consideration, recom- 
mend a strict non-interference by the affiliated 
associations of the American Federation of 
Labor in the matter of the lockout instituted 
by the combined Rochester tailoring manu- 
facturers against the K. of L., for the follow- 
ing reasons: First, this committee believes 
it to be a combination of organized capital 
against one wing of organized labor, which, 
if unsuccessful, will but strengthen the hands 
of organized labor against the encroachments 
of organized capital. Second, this committee 
further believes that this procedure will be a 
step-in the direction of reciprocity and a final 
unification of labor interests. 

‘ Very respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE CAVANAGH, 

J. McGILL, 

C. M. CURRIER, 

GEORGE G. SPEYER, 

JNO. STRIGEL, 
Committee. 

Moved to adopt report. 
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The hour of adjournment having arrived by 
common consent the session was continued 
until all business was transacted. 

Moved to substitute for committee’s report 
as follows: 


RESOLVED, That in the matter of trade 
disputes we recognize the absolute, jurisdiction 
of the National Union of that trade, and hence 
dismiss this subject from the further consid- 
eration of the committee and this Conven- 
tion. 


Adopted unanimously. 


To the Delegates of the Convention: 


Mr. President and Gentlemen: Your com- 
mittee on unfair immigration beg leave to 
make the following report: 

We know this question requires considerable 
thought and study, as it is of great importance 
to the working people of this country; we 
heartily indorse the recommendation of Presi- 
dent Gompers in the matter of having one 
officer of the General Government whose duty 
it will be to control all immigration, and see 
that the laws are more earnestly carried out; 
we also refer the following preamble and res- 
olutions with other documents to the incoming 
Executive Council, all of which is respectfully 


submitted. 
OS. F. VALENTINE, Chairman, 
EMIL APPLEHAGEN, Secretary, 
Ss. GOLDWATER, 
ADAM BONER, 
W. E. SHIELDS, 
Report of committee concurred in and 
adopted as a whole. 


WHEREAS, More than a million men are 
vainly seeking employment at the hands of 
those who control the industries and enter- 
prises in these United States, while thousands 
and thousands of others can find but partial 


employment; an 

WHER RAS, Through the low wages of the 
whole body of laborers, women are forced from 
their homes, and children from the school 
house and playgrounds, to compete in the sur- 
feited markets of laborers with vigorous youth 
and _ stalwart manhood, thus destroying home 
et aaa virtue and childhood’s in- 
nocence; 

WHEREAS, The demand for shone man- 
hood, servile womanhood and degraded child- 
hood has been increased and intensified by 
the greed of our capitalistic masters, and 


‘has led to the importation under contract and 


by the system of assisted immigration of hund- 
reds of thousands of cheaper men and women, 
thus continually holding down the upward 
and onward progress of civilization, aggregat- 
ing wealth and power in the hands of the 
few and congregating poverty into the nar- 
rowest apne of unhealthy and immoral envir- 
OWE 

TEREAS, The A. F. of L., the Congress 
of a economic Government of the poor, is 
pledged to protect and increase the wages of 
its citizen members from the combined forces 
of capitalistic competitive control whether from 
the heartless inroads into the homes or by a 
forced immigration to our shores of those our 
brothers and sisters, who by their necessities 
are made to bear upon us; and 


WHEREAS, The Political Government has 
by its legislation placed a tariff upon things 
that are the product of cheap laborers, and 
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has permitted and encouraged the importation 
= s the cheap laborers of other countries; there- 
ore 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council be 
instructed and directed to use every effort in 
their power to secure such legislation as will 
restrain and restrict all artificially stimulated 
immigration, and that absolute prohibition of 
the landing of all contract and assisted emi- 
grants, whether from Europe, Asia or the 
Canadian Provinces, to the end that the level 
of our civilization shall not be lowered; 

RESOLVED, That we protest that this at- 
tempt to shut out from our shores the poor 
of other races and nationalities is caused by 
the laws of necessity and self protection con- 
sequent upon our existing industrial system, 
and we pledge ourselves and the A. F. of L. 
to renewed efforts toward the abolition of the 
wage competitive system through the historical 

¢ scientific methods of the trades unions, 
and to so spread the redeeming gospel of short 
hours and higher wages that all lands shall 
bloom in beauty and plenty, and all humanity 
be equal partakers of the commonwealth. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONVICT 
LABOR. 


To the Officers and Members of the A. F. 

of I. 

Gentlemen—Your special committee on con- 
vict labor submit the following as their re- 
port: 

The committee, acting on the suggestion in 
the President’s report, and in accordance with 
Document No. 3, had Messrs. Peter Findlay 
and W. E. Russell appear before the committee 
and received from these gentlemen valuable 
information and suggestions. 

Document No. 13, referred to incoming Exe- 


cutive Council. 

Documents Nos. 14 and 21, approved and 
referred to Executive Council. 

Document No. 98, by Delegate A. Harris, 
committee reports favorably. 


RESOLVED, That all members of the A. F. 
of L. do, wherever possible, refrain from the 
use of any brick, stone or other material pro- 
duced by convict labor. 

We have availed ourselves of all informa- 
tion obtainable from persons who have given 
the convict labor question careful study. The 
more closely the question is studied, the more 
apparent become the difficulties connected 
therewith. We are unable, as all students of 
this complicated question have been, to sug- 
gest a solution that would not be liable to 
serious objection, and feel that the American 
Federation of Labor cannot commit itself to 
any method that has been suggested, only 
in so far as said method may tend to lessen the 
evils now existing. As a result of our inves- 
tigation we submit the following suggestions: 

First. That the number of our criminals is 
very largely increased as a result of present 
social and industrial conditions. Overwork 
on the one hand, with inadequate recompense 
to meet human needs, and enforced idleness, 
on the other, and the fact that in many in- 
stances trickery and corruption are applauded 
because successful, have a baneful impression 
on the minds of the young of the great army 
of the disinherited. No one can doubt that 
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the better solution is to prevent crime, rather 
than to dispose of or reform criminals, and we 
recommend that this phase of the question be 
specially considered. 

Second. We condemn in unmeasured terms 
any system of leasing convicts as a means of 
profit to either private individuals, companies 
or corporations, that tends to crowd large num- 
bers into a single trade, as is now the case in 
the mines of Alabama and Tennessee, and 
that results in forcing large numbers of the 
criminal and immoral classes on single com- 
munities and single trades. As these evils are 
inseparable parts of any lease system, we de- 
mand that it be abolished. 

Third. We believe that the real ends that 
should be aimed at in all penal institutions— 
namely, chastisement and reformation—are en- 
tirely lost sight of in the effort to make money 
out of the labor of the convict in all the States. 
By reason of this, convicts are brutalized and 
penal institutions vitiated. We therefore de- 
mand immediate reform. 

Fourth. We suggest as methods that would 
tend to lesson present evils— 

The employment of convicts on such public 
works as the Nicaragua Canal, the improve- 
ment of our water ways, the reclaiming of 
waste lands, -or any other public improvements 
—county, State or National; work that would 
not be done by free labor—and especially rec- 
ommend that our State and National Legisla- 
tures be required to devise such reform as 
will place convict labor in such relation to free 
labor as wil release it from the competition and 
degradation that now prevail. 


Respectfuly submitted, 


P. J. McGUIRE, 
JOHN C. HARDING, 
RAE, 


MORR Is H. DeVORE, 

Jos. F. VALENTINE. 

Report of committee 
adopted as a whole. 


concurred in and 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LOCAL 
AND FEDERATED BODIES. 


Your committee to 
whom was referred locument No. 94, by 
Delegate Fureseth, advocating an amendment 
to the constitution, giving Local Federation the 
right of representatiion in this body, pending 
an investigation by it, report eniocentl upon 
the subject-matter contained therein. 

Realizing that the very central structural 
principle of the A. F. of L. is the government 
of craftsmen by organization of their own 
trade, we find ourselves unable to recommend 
interference with the discipline which any na- 
tional or international union may impose. 

We do recommend, however, that whenever 
a Local Federation and National or Interna- 
tional Union are in conflict as to the right of a 
Local Union to be represented in Local Fed- 
erations, that both parties to the issue submit 
the case to the arbitration of the Executive 
Council. This recommendation not to be man- 
datory. 

We also recommend that Local Federations 
use all possible means to secure the affiliation 
of all Local Unions to the National or Inter- 
national Union of their trade, and that when 
new unions are formed with the aid of Local 


Fellow Delegates: 








Federation they should be immediately attached 
to national union, if one exists. 
FRANK K. FOSTER, Chairman. 
W. S. DEVEAUX, 
J. C. MEYERS, 
J. E. FAULKNER. 


Report concurred in. 


Committee on Resolutions recommended that 
the following poem by Delegate McNeill be 
read and placed on the records of the pro- 
ceedings: 

From the Eastland, where Atlantic 
Hurls her water ’gainst the granite 
Of her stubborn-guarded shore; 
To the westland, where the sun sets 
On an empire proud in beauty; 
To the southland, where the Gulf stream 
Laves the sea shore and the lowlands, 
Labor’s forces, grand and mighty, 
Marching forward, armed in Justice, 
Sound the war cry, “higher wages.” 
“Greater comforts, shorter hours!” 
This the cry of labor forces 
In the union of their powers, 
From the: ship-yard and the factory, 
Strike together for eight hours! 
Report of committee concurred in. 
By Delegate Metcalf: 


RESOLVED, That we tender the sincere 
thanks of this Convention to the Trades Coun- 
cil and citizens of Birmingham and the press 
of this city for the many courtesies extended 
during the session. 


Adopted unanimously by.a rising vote. 

Delegate Bechtold reported that the brewers 
of Birmingham, Ala., had been organized. 

Moved to proceed to the selection of a place 
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to hold the next annual Convention. Agreed. 
to. 

Delegate Loebenberg nominated Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Delegate 
Ark. 

Delegate McGuire nominated Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Delegate Faulkner nominated Denver, Col. 

On a vote being taken by calling the roll 
the following is the result: 

Hot Springs, 8; Denver, 53; 
751; Philadelphia, 1,196. 

Philadelphia, Pa., having received a majority 
of all votes cast, was declared the place to 
hold the next Convention in December, 1892. 

Delegate White moved that the Convention 
adjourn. 

After a very pleasant scene of enthusiasm 
among the delegates, in which three cheers 
for the American Federation of Labor were 
given with vigor, all joined in the song of 
“Auld Lang Syne.” . 

President Gompers declared the Convention 
adjourned sine die, to meet at Philadelphia, 
Pa., on Monday, Dec. 12, 1892. 

SAMUEL GOMEPRS, 
President. 


Malone nominated Hot Springs, 


Indianapolis, 


CHRIS, EVANS, 
Secretary. 

Attest: JERRE DENIS, 
Assistant Secretary. 


Organize National Unions. 


It is now generally admitted by all really 
educated and honest men that a thorough or- 
ganization of the entire working class, to 


render employment and the means of subsis- . 


tence less precarious by securing an equitable 
share of the fruits of their toil, is the most 
vital necessity of the present day. 

To meet this urgent necessity, and to achieve 
this most desirable result, efforts have been 
made, too numerous to specify, and too diver- 
gent to admit of more than the most general 
classification. Suffice it to say, that those at- 
tempts at organization which admitted to mem- 
bership the largest proportion of others than 
wage-workers were those which went the most 
speedily to the limbo of movements that won’t 
move; while, of the surviving experiments, 


those which started with the most elaborate 
and exhaustive platforms of abstract principles 


were those which got the soonest into fatal 
complications, and soonest became exhausted. 

In the face of so many disastrous failures to 
supply the undoubtedly existing popular de- 
mand for a practical means of solving the great 
problem, the query naturally suggests itself to 
many: ‘‘Which is the best form of organiza- 
tion for the people, the workers?” 

We unhesitatingly answer: ‘The organiza- 
‘tion of the working people, by the working 
people, for the working people, that is, the 
Trades Union.” 

The Trades Unions are the natural growth 
of natural laws, and from the very nature of 
their being have stood the test of time and ex- 
perience. The development of the Trade Un- 
ions, regarded both from the standpoint of 
numerical expansion and that of practical 
working, has been marvelously rapid. The 
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Trade Unions have demonstrated their ability 
to cope with every emergency—economic or 
political—as it arises. 

It is true that single Trade Unions have 
been often beaten in pitched battles against 
superior forces of united capital, but such de- 
feats are by no means disastrous; on the con- 
trary, they are useful in calling the attention 
of the workers to the necessity of thorough or- 
ganization, of the inevitable obligation of bring- 
ing the yet unorganized workers into the Un- 
ion, of uniting the hitherto disconnected Local 
Unions into National Unions, and of effecting 
a yet higher unity by the affiliation of all 
National and International Unions in one 
grand federation, in which each and all trade 
organizations would be as distinct as the 
billows, yet one as the sea. 

We assert that it is the duty, as it is also 
the plain interest, of all working people to 
organize as such, meet in council, and take 
practical steps to effect the unity of the work- 
ing class, as an indispensable preliminary to 
any successful attempt to eliminate the evils of 
which we, as a class, so bitterly and justly 
complain. That this much desired unity has 
never been achieved is owing in a great mea- 
sure to the non-recognition of the autonomy, 
or the right of self-government, of the sev- 
eral trades. The American Federation of 
Labor, however, avoids’ the fatal rock on 
which previous organizations, having similar 
aims, have split, by simply keeping in view 
this fundamental principle as a landmark, which 
none but the most infatuated would have ever 
lost sight of. 

The rapid and steady growth of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, arising from the 
affiliation of previously isolated, together with 
newly-formed, National Unions; the estab- 
lishment of local unions of various trades and 
callings where none before existed; the spon- 
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taneous formation of Federal Labor Unions, 
composed of wage-workers following various 
trades in places where there are too few 
persons employed at any particvlar one to 
allow the formation of Local Unions of those 
trades, thus furnishing valuable bodies of aux- 
iliaries and recruits to existing unions upon 
change of abode, this steady growth is gratify- 
ing evidence of the appreciation of the toilers 
of this broad land of a form of general or- 
ganization in harmony with their most cher- 
ished traditions, and in which each trade en- 
joys the most perfect liberty while securing 
the fullest advantages of united action. 

And now, in conclusion, you will permit us 
to express our acknowledgment of the very 
moderate amount of governing which has fallen 
to the lot of those who have the honor to 
address you. While much of this good for- 
tune must be attributed to the nature of the 
federal form of our organization, our task has 
been immeasurably lightened by the assistance 
of a body of organizers, who, without hope 
of reward, except the consciousness of per- 
forming a sacred duty to their fellow work- 
men, have carried the propaganda of trade 
unionism into the remotest parts of the Con- 
tinent. Much of our burden has been also 
eased by the generous co-operation of the 
Executives of National and International Un- 
ions, both affiliated and unaffiliated, the latter 
of whom have doubtless so acted from a con- 
viction that within the lines of the Federa- 
tion will be fought to the bitter end the fast- 
coming grand struggle between Capital and 
Labor, involving the perpetuation of the civil- 
ization we have so laboriously evolved. Deeply 
grateful as we are for your fraternal support, 
we should be negligent of the duty we owe 
to each and all did we not urge the Local, 
National and International Union who have 
not yet joined the American Federation of 
Labor, to do so without further delay. 





HOW TO FORM A UNION. 


How to Form a Trade Union or a Federal Labor Union. 


First—Unions may be formed of persons 
working at any trade or calling, or they may 
be composed of persons working at different or 
varied callings. The latter are called ‘‘Fed- 
eral Labor Unions,’”’ and are of infinite value 
in such places where there are too few per- 
sons employed to form separate unions of each 
trade. 

Second—Any person who desires to organize 
a Union of any trade will, by application to 
this office, be informed of the address of the 
chief officer of that trade; but should there 
be no General Union of that trade or calling, 
or should it be the intention to form a Federal 
Labor Union, he will be furnished with all 
necessary documents and information free of 
charge. 

Third—Any number of wage-workers, not 
less than seven, of either sex, can obtain a 
Certificate of Affiliation (charter.) 

Fourth—To organize: Call a meeting and 
read the printed appeal (furnished on applica- 


tion), also these instructions. Proceed at once 
to elect officers. Apply to the President of 
the American Federation of Labor, at this 
office, for a Certificate of Affiliation, and en- 
close $5.00 for the necessary fee, which will 
be returned, in full, if the application be re- 
fused. $end the fee by Post Office Money 
Order. Send also a list of names and resi- 
dences of the seven Charter Members of your 
Union. 


Fifth—With the Certificate of Affiliation a 
full working outfit for the New Union will be 
furnished, entitling its members to all the 
rights and privileges, and the Union to a 
voice and vote in the Annual Conventions of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


Sixth—Every Union has full charge of its 
own funds, and is only required to pay to the 
Secretary of the American Federation of Labor 
a per capita tax of one cent per month per 
member in good standing. 











